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THE JEDITOR'S PREFACE. 


The (fhle and interesting work of Colonel 
Symes on the Birman Empire, or Kingdom 
of Ava, has now become exceedingly scarce. 
In reprinting it in a new shape, and in add- 
jn^to it an abstract of the historical events 
which have taken place^ since the fermina- 
tion of his embassy, together with as ipych 
information oT a, miscellaneous kind, as may 
be gathered from various recent sources, 
it is the object of the <IJonductors of this 
Miscellany 4opyesent to the public of Great 
Britain as complete and satisfactory an ac¬ 
count as possible of a country to which the - 

attention of all classes has of late been so 

• . * * 
much directed. 

Altogether independent of th^ peculiar 
importance which our Eastern possessions 
must ever induce us to attach to those coun¬ 
tries upon which tJiey borderc—and with 
which they are consequently more imi\}e> 
diately connected—the Birman* Empire is 
worthy our best consideration, were jt only 




stern ha- 

« 

f^rcatness 


^from the'fact, that, of alf 
tiins, it is sccoiul in power 
to^China alone. It appears, therefore, noi^ 
a little remarkable that, till wjthin the last 
few years, so much ignoiviice should liy.ve 
prevailed j^egarding it; and even at the pre-*^ 
sent moment, there is cveny reason <.o be¬ 
lieve that the notions generally entertainetl 
upon this subject are extremely confused 
and erroneous. The very geographical out¬ 
lines of the country arc imperfectly known,* 
whilst its in tern resources—its govern- 

m^nt—its manners—its institutions civil and 
military, religious and political—are only 
guessed at from newspaper report, or the 
occasional publication of an official gazette. 

There would be something vhry far from 
commendable in this apathetic want of cu¬ 
riosity, ill whatever (piarter of the globe 
Birma wa^ situated; but when, from its 
contiguity to British India, we find it ac¬ 
quiring ill! importance which, in our eyes, 
nothing else could give it, it w6re strange 
notr to wish to know all that is most essen¬ 
tial regarding *51.. Accordingly, a spirit of 
•more aelive inquiry has recently sprung up; 
t^d the present work, we should hope, will 
not sa miicli awaken, as gratify that spirit* 
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- TUe wort ol^^Colonel Symcg, wH^ich was 
published about the conclusion of the 
.^dentuiy, was the first which presented ;as 
with enlarged and distinct views of the 
A\ 4 {i empire. It^ commences with an his¬ 
torical memoir, evidently com|)iled with 
great care and j^ulgmcnt, in which he nar¬ 
rates, with much precision and elegance of 
diction, all the events of the Birmese his- 
^tory, upon the autlienticity of which any re- 
J^ailcc can be placed, from the earliest pe¬ 
riod down to his own times. This intro¬ 
ductory portion of his work is highly hn- 
portant, and bertainly places in a new, * and 
probably unexpected, light, the Birm«^c 
national cliaracter—giving proofs as it tloes 
of a courage, perseverance, patriotism, and 
'intcllijjfence, which few were perhaps pre¬ 
pared to expect. The various fortune, tot), 
of their numerous w^ars with their neigh¬ 
bours and hereditary foes—fhe Peguers- 
and Siamese—the incidents connected with 
them, and the circumstances .arising out of 
them, which allbrd opportunities for^ the 
display of every peculiarity ^of natural dis¬ 
position and temperament, cannot: fail to be 
perused with that attention whij^ch both *he 
narrative and the narrator so w'cH 'h‘servn;. 

A 
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Nor mikt it be forgotten, Biat in this valu¬ 
able Introduction we find the best account 
extant of the first settlement of English aif4f 
French factories on the Birmese coast—of 
the difficulties they had^to cncounterTr-of 
their i^sastrous fate at Negrais—and of 
their subsequent removal tj^ Rangoo{i 9 Ta- 
voy, Mergue, and other places, where they 
now flourish more securely. 

Havingc thus prepared us to take an in-^ 
terest both in the object of his embdssy- 
and the people with whom he is to asso¬ 
ciate, Colonel Symes proceeds with his per¬ 
sonal narrative. Here his descriptions, be¬ 
ing drawn from personal observation, be¬ 
come of course more vivid, and he seems 
to be particularly anxious t« ca¥ry the read¬ 
er continually along with him. His stylo 
is unadorned, but it is exceedingly perspi¬ 
cuous, and aceomplishes, by its very simpli¬ 
city and straight-forwardness, all that could 
be effected by the most elaborate study. His 
whole heart seems to have beesi given to 
the purposes of his mission; and, to a per- 
soL¥ of his libe^’ul and enlightened mind, 
these w^'e not confined to the mere de¬ 
livery of hi% credentials at the court of Ava, 
and the establishment of a more friendly 
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and liberal intercourse between Birftia and 
the country which he represented. He 
anxious, also, to make himself practically 
and usefully- s^cquaintcd with the situation, 
ext€!nt, produce, cUmate, and other statisti¬ 
cal details of the kingdom he waj visiting, 
as well^is with tlie manners and customs of 


its inhabitants. In all this he appears to 
have succeeded to an extent beyond that 


Iff any traveller who either preceded or 
Ims followed him. From the moment of 


his landing at Rangoon, •during his stay 
there, during hjls voyage up the magnificent 
Irrawaddy, during his protracted residence 
at Amerapoora, and, in short, upon ever^ 
occasion, ardently, and linrcmittingly he 
employed htmsdlf for the benefit of his 
Countrymen in extending his knowledge of 
this remarkable people. 

•Si}ich being the important and comprehen¬ 
sive nature of Colonel Symes' work, it would 
probably appear superfluous to ha^e added 
any thing to it, were it not recollected that 
upwards of thirty years hate elapsed since 
he wrote. In that period jio*ch8n"e of ariy 
consequence has taken place in the «atioij^l. 
character, and habits of the Birmesc— for 
Eastern nations in general are not jinucli 
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given change—and his descriptions, botli 

*V)f persons and places, are as true at the 
'present day—and will continue so for many 
years to come—as they were the moment of 

his committing them to paper. But, in the 
interim, events have happened, and proceed¬ 
ings have been instituted by the Birmese, 
which have deeply interested and affected 
this country, and which are still fresh in 
the recoNection of every one. Not to ha\e 
touched upon these would have been an uv.- 
pardohable omis^iinn. To the Account of the 
Embassy, therefore, a short, but it is hoped 
satisfactory, narrative of the late military and 
political operations in the Birmese Empire 
has been added. To this narrative it has been 
the Editor’s object to subjoin as much informa¬ 
tion, in a popular and graphic shape, a" he can 
collect from various sources, and which Co¬ 
lonel Symes may have overlooked, regarding 
’ the literature, religion, jurisprudence, public 
character, and domestic habits of the people. 

That the Birmans are not undeserving 
thep attention which this country seems now 
disposed to gpve them, is abundantly evi- 
fdent, both from our having found them 
such formidable antagonists in war, and 
from pur knowledge of their importance as 
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auxiliaries and commercial neighbours in 
time of peace. Some of the most experi-/ 
enced officers of the British army have* 
borne testimony to the progress mad« by 
the Birmese in the*art of war—having had 
various opportunities of seeing then? take 
up and ^maintain •their positions with a 
judgment,” in the language of Sir Archibald 
Campbell, “ which would do credit to the 
bSst instructed engineers of the most civi- 
lii^d and warlike nations.” That they are 
also every year becoming more proficient in 
the various arts^of peace, and fast rising jij 
the scale of Oriental dynasties, is equally 
undoubted; and, to borrow the words of Co-* 
lonel Symes, ‘‘ as they are not shackled by 
any prejudices offcasts, restricted to here¬ 
ditary Occupations, or forbidden from par¬ 
ticipating with strangers in every social 
bond) their future advancement will, in all 
probability, be rapid.”—“ At present, ” he 
continues, ‘‘^so far from being in a #tate of 
intellectual darkness, although they have 
not explored the depths of science, nOr 
reached to excellence in th% fihe they 
yet have an undeniable claim to tfee ch^ 

' racter of .a civilized and well-fiistructed 

• • 

people. Their laws are wise, and pregnant 
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with sound morality; their police is better 
Regulated than in most European coun¬ 
tries; their natural disposition is friendly 
and hospitable to strangers; and their man¬ 
ners rather expressive '*of manly candour 
than courteous dissimulation. The grada¬ 
tions of rank, and the respect due to sta¬ 
tion, are maintained with a scrupulosity 
which never relaxes. A knowledcce of let- 
ters is so widely diffused, that there ^xe lio 
inecljanics, few of the peasantry, or even 
the common watermen (usually the most 
illiterate class) who cannot read and write 
in the vulgar tongue.” All these things 
considered, it is impossible to avoid coming 
to our author’s conclusion—that “ the Bir¬ 
mans bid fair to be a prosperous, wealthy, 
and enlightened people. ” ^ 

It is unnecessary, we conceive, to extend 
these introductory remarks to any greater 
length. The following pages will speak for 
« themselves; and, in the nature of the in¬ 
formation they convey, will be found, we 
should hope, to afford at least an adequate 
recompense for the labour of perusing them. 

■* '' V HENRY G. BELL, 

RniNBIfRGH, > 

Jhh^ 18 ^ 7 . \ 
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In jjjresicntiiig this work to the Public, I 
«^bey the dictates of a duty incumbent on 
every person, the incidents of who^e life 
liave afforded him an opportunity of visit¬ 
ing countries that are either unknown,* t)r 
imperfectly described; and, by communi¬ 
cating his information, to add somewhat to 
the stock olj^gencral kiio\fledge. 

Of the khigdftm of Ava, or the Birman 
Erapii^, so little is known to the European 
world, that many persons of liberal educa¬ 
tion, when the name of die country has 
been mentioned, were at a loss on what 
part of the globe to seek for its position; 
and some were even unacquainted withwthe 
existence df such a nation. 

This obscurity renders any apology for 
introducing my work to the Public unne¬ 
cessary ; and I have only Jo lamtn^ my own 
inability to do justice to so imp»rtant^a^ 
subject. ^ The military profcssio;%, in every 
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part of the world, is unpropitious to literary 
t ttainments ; but iu India, where no repo- 
::itories of European learning are to fl? 
found, and armies are continually moving 
over a vast region, it can hardiy be expected 
that the soldier and the scholar should l^e 
united. It has been my lot to serve in that 
distant country from an ^arly age, until I 
attained the meridian of life; and it may 
perhaps soften criticism, that I aspire not 
to the ornaments of language, and little 
at a polished structure of style. I have 
written my own book. My chief object is 
to be intelligible: and my single claim, to 
be believed. 


The rise and fortunes of Alompra, and 
the establishment of the present Birman 
dynasty, supply a short, but highly inter¬ 
esting, period of Oriental history. These ex¬ 
traordinary events, having happened witli- 
in the memory of many persons stift living, 
are authenticated by individuals who them¬ 
selves bore a part in the transactions: and 
although Lheir relations arc liable to that 
bias which is inseparable from the human 
mind, when the passions are engaged, and 
self-interest is concerned; yet the leading 
facts are such as do not admit of misrepre¬ 
sentation. To these, therefore, I have con¬ 


fined myself as closely as perspicuity would 
aftow. 


In the orthography of Birman words I 
nave endeavoured to ex])re3s, by appropri- 
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ate letters, the sounds as they struck my 
own ear. At the same time it is proper tt> 
IfSmark, that scarcely any two persons will 
apply the same English letters to tlje same 
Bir^nan words. This variation, w'hich ex¬ 
tends to the writing of all Eastern lan¬ 
guages, and is not easily to be ferhedied, 
greatly^iscouragl3S the English reader, and 
diminishes the pleasure of perusing books 
on the affairs of India. In the names of 
places I have generally followed the ortho- 
gra|}hy of Mr Wood, in his excellent chart 
t)f the Irrawady, the great river of i^va. 

I cannot quit the subject without offer¬ 
ing my tribute of thanks to my noble friepjl, 
Lord Teignmouth, with whom the mission 
to Ava originated. He selected me to exer 
cute the plans which he had formed; and 
his approbation of my labours is numbered 
among the most*flattering circumstances of 
Ihy lift. 

MICHAEL SYMES. 


Welbeck Street,! 
Feb. 2^ 1800. J 
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AVA. 


CHAPTEli*!. 


DIVISIvlNS OF DUKMAN ftMPIIlE-ARKACAN-^ 

AVA-PE«UE AND SIAM—CONQUEST aF AVA 

EY THE KINO OF PEGUE-ORIGIN OF ALOM- 

l»nA-ms AMDITION-Ili^3 SUCCESS-VICTO¬ 

RIES OVER?»THE* PEGUERS—INJUDICIOUS PO- 
^ICy^OF THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH RESI¬ 
DENTS-THE FORBEARANCE OF ALOMPRA- 

SIEGE AND SURRENDER OF THE CAPITAL OF 
PEpUE—ASCENDANCY OF THE BURMA NS. 

There ai*e no countries on the habitable glohe» 
where the art^ of civilized life are understood, of 
which wo have so limited a loiowledge, as of those 
iliat lie between the llritisk possessions in India 
and the empire of China. Concernirjg India be¬ 
yond the Ganges, scairely more was knowi^ to the 
ancients, than that such a country did lln* 

dof^eiTcd iispoitance is oftentimes attributed to* 
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tliat which is imperfectly known; and hence we 
had, in the Map of Ptolemy, the terms Aurea 
^egio, Argentea Regio, and Aurea Chersonesuff, 
bestowed on countries eastward of the Ganges, 
and on the peninsula that divides dic Bay of Ben¬ 
gal from the Magnus Sinus, or Gulf of Siam. *But 
although no satisfactory information is to be ob¬ 
tained from writers of antiquity, respecting the po¬ 
pulation, produce, extent, or geographical position 
of those regions ; yet it may be concluded, that, 
even at the remote era when Ptolemy compiled 
his chart, the ports of the Eastern Peninsula were 
the seats of commerce, and resorted to by ftreign 
merchants ; as that author distinguishes places ol 
note on the sea-coast by the titles Emporia; but 
wi^th what people trade was carried on, or in what 
commodities they trafficked, is not any where as¬ 
certained. 

From this period, almost total darkness seems 
to have obsciu'ed India extra Gangem from the 
eyes of Europeans, untU the enterprioing genius of 
Emanuel, at the close of the 15th centmy,^opened 
a new world, and laid the foundation of general 
wealth to Europe, on the ruin of the Egyptian 
trade, and of the state of Venice. Early ii? the 
16 th century, the Portuguese made themselves 
masters of Malacca, and soon acquired influence 
among the neighbouring maritime states. To the 
writers of this nation, history is principally indebt¬ 
ed fur whatever inforniiation has been obtained of 
ttje eastern countries of India; but their narratives 
so abound in hyperbole, and they recount such ex- 
ttavagmit stories, that credit must be denied to 
many oftITeir assertions ; whilst, at thq same time, 
their writings fumibh some accurate traits of the 
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p;cinus ami dinpos^itiou of the people who]^i tlii*y 
fJoscribe. Even the accounts of Mendez dp PintOjf 
tlie prince of fiction, although an intelligent tra¬ 
veller, will enable hia readers to form an estimate* 
of tlie important^ and civilization of nations^ which 
at a later period bavcf by many, been erroneously 
cdfisidered as in a condition bordeiing oji wild 
btybarity^ * 

From the testimony of Portuguese historians it 
appears, that in the middle of the 16th century, 
four powerful states divided amongst them the re¬ 
gions that lie between the south-east province of 
Britislf India, Yunan in China, and the Eastern 
ffea: tlieir temtories extended fiora Cassay and 
Assam, * on the N. W. as ffy south-eastward as 
tfio*island of Junkseylon. These nations were 
known to Europeans by the names of An-acah, 
Ava, Pegue, and Siam. AiTacan, properly Yee- 
Kciii, borders on the S. E. province of British In- 
<lia, and includes the sea-coaslj with what is called 
the Broken Zsltnds, ^as far south as Capo Negrais; 
Alfa, t^e name of the ancient capital of the Bir¬ 
mans, has been usually accepted as the name of 
the country at large, which is Miamma* This 
empuie is situated eastwai*d of Ar/acan, from which 
it is divided by a ridge of lofty mountains, called 
by tho natives Auou-pec-tou-miou, or the gr(.^at 
western hilly (country. On the N. W. it# is sepa¬ 
rated from the kingdom of Cassay by the river 
Keen-duem ; on the north it is bounded by moivi- 
tains and petty independent principalities, that lif} 
contiguous to Assam ; on the north-edIt and east, 

it touches on China and North Siam; on tiBe sout?^ ^ 

» 

t * There afe same petty independent piinccs, whose, 
landh intervene. 



10 EMBASSY TO AVA* « 

its limife have so often Taried, that it is difficult to 
^icertain them with any precision. TJie city of 
fcome, or Pee, seems to be the original and na« 
tural boundary of the Birman empire, although 
conquest has since stretched its d^ininion several 
degrees faither south. Pcgiie, called by the na¬ 
tives Bagpo, is the country southward of Avi, 
which occupies the sea-coast ^ far as h^aitabai?, 
properly Mondimaa; Prome was its northern 
frontier, and Siam adjoined on the east. The 
kingdom of Siam, or Shaan, comprehended as far 
south as Junkseylon, cast to Cambodia and Laog. 
and north to llzeniee (probably the Chiantee of 
Loubef,e), and Yunan in China. This nation caM 
itself Tai, and is further distinguished by the ap- 

? ellation8 Tai-yay, or Great Tai, and Tay-nay,* or 
altle Tai. Their formfer capital was named Yoo- 
dia, J or Yoodra; by De Pinto, Oodia; whence 
the Siamese are frequently, by the Birmans, de¬ 
nominated Yoodras. * These boundaries, however, 
may be considered rather as the* claim of each state, 
than its actual possession. Vicissitudes of ^ictoi^ 
and defeat altemately extended and contracted 
their dominions. 

Pinto, and Faria de Souza, agree that the, Bir¬ 
mans, though formerly subject to the king of Po¬ 
gue, became afterwards masters of Ava, and caused 
a revolution in Peguc about the middle of the 16th 
century. Hamilton, a much more recent author, 
says that the kingdom of tlie Birmans extended 
fiom “ Maravi,” probably Mergui, near Tenas- 
serem, to tHe province of Yunan in China, about 
«{^0 milbs from north to south, and 350 from east 
to wesF.**^lie Portuguese assisted the JBinnans in 

I Called Juthea by Europeans. 
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their wars against the Pegaers^ and, acceding to 
Pinto, perforaied prodigies of valour. The 
count of the capture of Martaban, :|: and of iha 
treasures found therein, far exceeds the kmits of 
belief. ^ 

The Portuguese continued to exercise an inilu" 
ence in the Birman and Pegue counti^es) and a 
^ill gi’e^ter in An'a^an, so long as they maintained 
an ascendancy over other Eui'opean nations in the 
East; but on the seizure of their settlements and 
abridgment of their dominions by the Dutch, the 
jonsequence that had been deservedly annexed to 
the iWtuguese name sunk into insignificance; and 
^he Chiistian settlers degenerajjjL’d into a contempti¬ 
ble race, distinguished only by their feebleness and 
vic^. During the reign of Louis the XIVth se¬ 
veral splendid attempts rifere niade to propagate 
the doctrines of tlie Church of Rome, and advance 
the interests of the French nation, in the kingdom 
of Siam. Concerning these expeditions accounts 
of nnqnestioflahle •fidelity have been published, 
little, jiowever, is related of Ava and Pegue, with 
whom, the Abbe Choisy says, “ die king of Siam 
was constantly at war. *’ 

Ii^the beginning of the 17th century, both the 
English an<l Dutch had obtained settlements in 
various quarters of the Birman dominions, which 

f Speaking sf the capture of Martaban, ftnto says, 
** During this siege, they of the city ate 3000 elephants. 
There were found 6000 jiieces of artillery. As for gald, 
eilver, precious stones and jewels, that were found ther*', 
one truly knows not what ‘hey were, for ttjosc things are 
ordinarily concealed ; wherefore it shall suffice to say, 
that so much as the king of Brama had of ChaLiqf>a\nham’!i 
treasure, amounted to an hundred millions of golA ** The 
• account of fhc feast of Tinagoojoo ia ludicrously extrd^ 
vagant. 
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were afterwards forfeited by the misconduct of tho 
wtter; and Europeans of all nations were baiiislie<l 
'from Ava. The English, many years subsequent 
to thfe expulsion, were reinstated in their factories 
at Syi-iam and Ava, where iheySppear to have 
traded, rather in the capacity*bf private mercliants, 
than oif tke part of the India Company, in who^e 
service they were not regulprly cnrolle^h TJje 
island of Negrais was likewise taken possession of 
by the English, and a survey made of it by one 
Weldon, in the year 1687. On this island the 
government of Eort St George established a set¬ 
tlement. Little l.'enefit, howtiver, seems t«F have 
been •derived from, the acquisition: the afi’airs ffi* 
the India Company, ‘and indeed of the nation, were 
iiv too preenrions a state, in another quartet* of 
Asia, to admit of spaiihg the supplies of nicu anti 
money requisite for its effectual support. 

The supremacy of the Birmans over the Peguem 
continuetl throughout the last, and during tlie first 
forty years of the present (■eiVtury,*ivhen the Pe- 
guers in the provinces of Dalla, Martaban^Tonjjo, 
and Prome, revolted; a civil war ensued, which 
was prosecuted on both sides with savage ferocity. 
In the year I?'!-!, tlie BrUish factory at k^uiain 
was destroyed by the contending jiarties, and tho 
views of coniirierce n'ere suspended by precautions 
of pers^>nal setnuily. Success long continued 
doubtful: at length the Peguers, by the aid of arms 
procured from Europeans trading to their ports, 
nnd with aHsistam*c of some renegade Dutch 
and native Portuguese, gained several victories 
^ver*llip Birmans, in the yeiws 1750 and 1751. 

, Those advantages tlicy pursued wifli so much 
vigoujf that, early in tho year 1753, the capital of 
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Ava was invc«!ted. TJie BirniuiiH, tliKheartcnod 
repeated det'eats, after a bliert 8iep,'o, Kiirretid(‘rpd 
at diserelion. Dweepdee, tlai last of a ioiiL»' liat? 
of Binnau klisp;^, was made pvisorier with u'l his 
family, except two sc^iis, who eiiceted their escape 

the Siamese; and from whom they found a 
friendly re<^eption, and were llatlered vvitfi assur- 
afkc.es ofrsecurity an<l siic<'our. 

Bonita Dtdla, cr Boiii^a Della, hinpr ^of Pegue, 
when he had completed the coinpiest of Ava, re¬ 
turned to his own country, htaviiig his hrother Ap- 
^orazj^ to govern tlic late capital of the Blnnan 
^ing, whom lie carried with him a prisoner to 
Pegue; (‘njoining his hrother rt) reduce the refrao 
tor] 4 , disjdace suspected persons, and exact an oath 
of allegianctt fi’OiH such Bi^^nans as should be sTif- 
fered to retain their former possessions. 

Matters at first bore the apjsearance of tran¬ 
quillity and suhtnission : tlie. Isr.dholders and pviu- 
cijial inhahitai^a of the country around Ava, ac- 
knowdedged tnemsmvc's vassals of the conqueror, 
aiffl accepted the proscribed oath. Alonipra, a 
Birman of low extrai'tofn, llion known by the 
humble name of Aunidzoa (signifying laintsman), 
was Antinued by the cotupieror in the cliiefsltip of 
Monchahoo, at tliat time an inconsitleiiihle village, 
about 12 miles from the river, west <?f Jveoum- 
meouni. Thiil man, who possessed a sjiirit of en¬ 
terprise and boldness equal to the nio*'t arduous 
undertakings, at first, like many ot tiers, ilisseniblet^ 
the reluctance he felt at the imposition tif a foreign 
yolte, and submitted to tlie necessity of fmiune ^ 
but, unlike others, ho harboured liopes of ^ilfanci- 
^latiou, and fheditated on the best means of nccuiii-' 
plishing his future purjnise. 

VOJL. f. 15 
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'Soon after the Pegne king had reached iiis eft- 
jpital, he caused a general proclamation to be issued, 
in terms of insolent triumph, announcing to all na¬ 
tions of the earth, that the Birman king was be¬ 
come his prisoner; that the Birman countiy, bmng 
subdued by the prowess of his arms, was annexed, 
as a conquered province, to the Pegue monarchy; 
and that the city of Pegue was in future to l*e 
considei'ed as the gener^ metropolis. This pro¬ 
clamation, as might be expected, increased the 
hatred of the Birmans, and stimulated their desire 
of revenge. Alompra had at tliis time, in the town 
and neighbourhood of Monchaboo, 100 dovoted 
followers, on whose courage and fidelity he coulrf 
safely rely; he had "trengthened and repaired the 
stockade that surrounded the town,f without 
awaking any suspicion in the minds of the Peguers, 
who never di'eamt that a person so inconsiderable 
would attempt an act of rebellion under the check 
of a numerous garnson, distant only 15 leagues. 
Their attention was directed to remoter provinces; 
and occupied by the fears they entertained, Irst 
the sons of Dweepdee sliould return in force to rc-^ 
cover the possessions of ttieir dethroned father. 

Thus resting in imaginary security, there were 
not more than 50 Pegue soldiers in Monchaboo, 
who, on all occasions, treated the Birmans with 
contemptuous arrogance. Alompra. availing him¬ 
self of the resentment excited by some particular act 
of indignity, roused his ah-eady well-prepaied ad- 

f Almost ail towns, and even villages, in the Birman 
«*ountry, are surrounded by a stockade, in like maimer as 
t)ic vilL^es in the Carnatic are inclosed by a bound hedge. 
The Birmans arc very expert in electing ill's kind of de-, 
fence. 
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lu^rcnto to active rcHiHtancey and> attacking the 
Pcguers with irresistible violence, put every msti 
of that nation to the sword, , 

Alompra, after this act of open rebellion, still 
dis|etnbling hil real intention, and with a view to 
gain time, wrote to*Apporaza in terms of the ut¬ 
most humility, expressing much coitfrkion for 
vhat }|jid happene^, representing it as a sudden 
gust of intemperate violence arising h‘om mutual 
initation; at the same time, lavishly professing 
his attachment and fidelity to the Pegue go¬ 
vernment. These assurances, though they could 
not Uh expected to procure an unconditional par- 
•^don, yet had the desired eftijet, of rendejjng the 
Pegue governor less alert in preparation to re* 
duco him; and,so far was Aloinpra fi’ora bmng 
considered in a formidable point of view, that Ap- 
poraza, having urgent business at Pegue, left Ava 
under the govemment of his nephew Dotachew, 
with directions to keep Alonfjpra in strict confine¬ 
ment, as sooff as he should be brought from Mon- 
obahog, to whicli place a force, that was thought 
equal to the service, had been detached, on hear¬ 
ing of the massacre of the Peguers. 

^proaching the fort of Monchaboo, the Pe- 
guers never dreamed of meeting resistance, and 
had come ill armed and equipped for encountering 
opposition ; hut they found the gates of the stock¬ 
ade shut against them, and heai'd threats of defi¬ 
ance, instead of supplications for clemency, «A1- 
ompra did not give them leisure to recover frou 
their surprise. At day-break the neiA morning he 
sallied forth at the head of his hundred aflherentw^* 
and, attaching the Peguers furiously with spears 
' and BwoT^, routed and pursued them two 
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iinU*r>. After this exploit ho returned to his little 
fj)rtress, and lost no time in preparing for a yet 
more Ijazardous contest. He represented to his peo¬ 
ple, that they must nc»w resolve to conquer or pe¬ 
rish; and he invited tlie Birmans v/f neighbouring 
towns to enrol tlieinselves under his standard. 
Some ojbe^ed the summons, but many were cau¬ 
tious of embracing his yet dcsjierate fortune, 
this affair, the number of Pegners defeated by A- 
lompra is estimated at one thousand. 

News of this disaster reaching Dotachew at 
Ava, he seems to have acted with the most hlamer 
able irresolution ; undecided what measik'e to 
adopt,^whether to march in person at the head of 
his troops, which di<J not exceed three thousand, 
to wait until a reinforcement should anive, oi to 
retreat to Prome. Whilst lie was thus deliberat¬ 
ing, reports were daily received of some accession 
to the force of the adventurer, which, though in 
part true, were great] y exaggerated by the general 
consternation that prevailed tlii’ougkout the city. 
Alompra liad certain intelligence of tlie state of lys 
interests in evciy quarter; and detennined, by ad¬ 
vancing boldly to Ava, to strike a decisive blow, 
before the fears of the enemy had suhsideds and 
without giving lime to recal the numerous dctacdi- 
ments of Peguers that were scattered over the 
neighbouring provinces. The prudence and promp¬ 
titude of this measure met with all the success it 
merited. Dotachew, when he heard of Alompra’s 
i^'tention, fled from Ava, whilst the Birmans in that 
city rose on ishe few Peguers that either could not, 
. t>i did not choose to accompany their leader; all 
of whom they put to death. Alompm, finding 
tiiat Dotachew had retreated, altered Ids fii*8t reso*’ 
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Intion of proceeding in peison to A va, and remaiQl 
at Monchaboo, sending his second son Shembuan, 
to take possession of the city, and garri|ioa tho 
fort- ^ 

'Aiese events appcfir to have taken place about 
the autumn of the year 1753. Dotucheiy did not 
}^t until ho reache(^ Pegue. The misfortunes of 
the Peters in the remote provinces alaimed 
Beinga Della, their king, for the safety of his own 
territories, and particularly for the northern towns 
^d districts of Prome, Keounzeik, Tambouterra, 
&c. where the Birmans considerably outnumbered 
\he Peguers. A large force ^was, n^witljjgtand- 
ing, collected at Syriara, the, command of which 
waif given to Apporaza, who, in the month of Ja- 
nuaiy 1754*, sailed up the*Irrawaddy, with a nu¬ 
merous fleet of war boats, to reduce the insur¬ 
gents. At this time both the English and French 
nations had reestablished their*factories at Syriam, 
and, of coursef bad* their separate interests. Tho 
iavoured the Peguers, whilst the English 
leaned to the Biimans; hut until the vicinity of 
theii* residence again became the seat of war, nei¬ 
ther engaged in open hostility: their partialities 
were manifested by petty assistance lent in secret, 
and supplies clandestinely conveyed, probably more 
with a view tQ private emolument, than from any 
enlarged politick consideration. 

When the English last took possession of Ne- 
grais, about the year 1751, their affairs were noO 
conducted with pmdence. A Mr Huftter was ap¬ 
pointed to the superintendence, who is repi^sentecL 
as a man of^capacity, but of an unconciliating and 
'perverse disposition. The settlement, under his* 

B 3 
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griidance, continued in a state of unceasing 
uicnt. The' Caflfre slaves, who had been intro¬ 
duced for the purpose of cultivating the lands, rose 
upon their masters, and, seizing <$11 the boats be¬ 
longing to the island, effected*'1;heir escape. Wnen 
Mr Hunter died, he was succeeded by the person 
next in rank, under whose auspices the interests pf 
the infant colony did not improve. In addition to 
their difficulties, the new settlers became unhealthy* 
These discouragements, however, did not induce 
them to evacuate the place ; but their exertions 
were rendered languid by the diminished probabi¬ 
lity of^ultinaeate success. 

The season when Appora^a undertook his ex¬ 
pedition to reduce Alompra, was the most an- 
iavourable for making ft speedy journey. During 
the dry months of January, February, March and 
April, the waters of the Irrawaddy subside into a 
stream that is barely navigable ; * frequent shoals 
and banks of sand retard boatST' of burthen, and a 
northerly wind invariably prevails. These oh- 
stmetions, whilst they delayed the Peguers, gave 
opportunity to their enemies to collect the whole 
of their force, and arrange it in tlie most advan¬ 
tageous manner, to avert the impending danger. 

The progress of Apporaza was uninterrupted 
until he approached the city of Ava^ in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of which small parties of Birmans from 
the adjacent banks molested the boats of the Pe- 

^ * The G^ges, at the same season of the year, ex¬ 
periences a like reduction of its waters. The head of the 
* i^Ioogly 'Tfiver continues shut for some months, during 
which,' Doats, to reach the Ganger, from Calcutta, are ob¬ 
liged to navigate tliroiigli the Siinderbunds, and after¬ 
wards surmount the stream with difficulty, owin'? to Uie 
im2)edimenta of numerous shallmvs and sand-banks. 
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guers by desultory attacks; they, however, dick 
not much impede the fle0, which continued to 
advance. Approaching the fort, a summons was* 
sent from the P|gue general to Sliembuan, with a 
proifiisc to spare his life, provided he immediately 
sun’endered, and threatening exemplary vengeance 
should he refuse. * * 

The i^rt of ancieiil Ava was of sufficient strength 
to maintain a protracted siege against an enemy 
inexpei*t in war; and Apporaza had good reason 
to suppose that resolution would not he wanting 
in the«besieged. Shembuan replied, tliat he would 
•defend his post to the last extremity. 

In the meanwhile Alompra Vas unremittfiig in 
his^u’epai'atioiis to receive the enemy, he had col¬ 
lected a considerable fleet aX Keoum-meoum, Aid 
his army was recruited to the computed number 
of ten thousand, whose confidence increased on 
the approach of danger; whilst, on the cont.ary, 
the troops of •Apporaza were disheartened by the 
accounts of the valour and strength of their foes. 
The !^egue commander, therefore, judged it more 
prudent to lead them at once to battle, than to 
was^ time in the operations of a siege, the termi¬ 
nation of which seemed prccaidous and remote. 

With tills design he left Ava in his rear,, and 
proceeded with his whole force toward^ Keoum- 
meoum, where he found Alompra prepared to give 
him battle: an engagement ensued ; the congest 
was chiefly confined to the fleets, whilst small pc^- 
ties of either army skirmished on shove. The ac¬ 
tion is said to have been obstinate and bloody, 
length tlio^Peguers, on a report being spread that 
Shembuan had left the fort of Ava, and was a(k- 
vanciiig to attack their rear, gave way, .and fled 
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^ith precipitation. Numbers were slaughtered in 
the retreat; and Shembuan, issuing from tlio fort 
of Ava, completed their overthrow. Alompra pur¬ 
sued the fugitive Peguers as fat as the city of 
Sembew-Ghewn, after which die returned to Mon- 
chaboo., ^ppoi-aza, with the remains of his arm/, 
retired to the province of Pegue. , 

The power of the Peguers now seemeci hasten¬ 
ing to its wane. Yet, notwithstanding the recent 
check they had received, fresh preparations were 
made to prosecute the war. At this time, eitheif 
real or pretended caution impelled them to tf mea¬ 
sure, not less repugnant to humanity, than, as the* 
event proved, injunous to their own interests. 
It was alleged, that a conspiracy had been forihed 
against the Pegue government, by their aged pri¬ 
soner, the dethroned monarch of the Birmans, 
which bad been discovered when on the point of 
execution. All the 'principal men of the Birman 
nation were supposed to be confederatad in the plot; 
and little formality was used to ascertain whether 
the accusation was tme or false. On the 13th of 
October the Peguers rose, and, having first slain 
the unhappy monarch, slaughtered indiscrimina-tely 
several hundred Birmans, spaiing neither age nor 
sex. These sanguinary acts were as cruelly reta¬ 
liated. The Birmans, though subdued, were still 
very numerous in the towns and districts of Prome, 
Keounzeik, Loonzay, and Denoobew. Exaspe¬ 
rated at the murder of their monarch, and the &te 
of their bretliren, they flew to arms, and, with a 
/.barbarity nothing inferior to that which had been 
exerci3^d by the Peguera, exacted a severe retri¬ 
bution. Prome, Denoobew, Loonzay, &c. changed 
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masters, and their garrlsous fell the victims of re¬ 
venge. 

During these transactions, the Birman adven¬ 
turer was sedulously employed in iinprov^ig his 
good fortune. I'he eldest son of the late deposed 
and niurdered king, hearing that Alompra had raised 
liSi) standard of revolt, returned to Monchqjin^o, and, 
with a set of brave anil attached people, cnlled 
Quois, tTiat inhabiteci an eastern province of the 
empire, joined the fortunes of the adventurer. This 
young man, intoxicated by the successes of his 
l^ty, had the imprudence to assume the distinc¬ 
tions of royalty, and attempt to exercise sovereign 
«way, as his hereditary right. ^ Such claims, Jliow- 
cvcr, were wholly incompatible witli the views of 
the Ambitious chief, whose opposition soon con¬ 
vinced the prince, not only of the futility of fiis 
liopes, but likewise tliat, having harboured them, 
Ins own person was no longer secure. He there¬ 
fore secretly withdrew, and a^in sought an asy¬ 
lum among the Sisanese. This step so enraged 
A^mp^a, that, under pretence of a conspiracy, he 
caused near a thousand of the Quois to be put to 
death. 

Tljpse events occupied the greater part of the 
year 1754, which was drawing to a close, when 
Belnga Della, having made h'esh levies, marc'hed 
from Pegiie, accompanied by his brother, to re¬ 
trieve the late disgi-aceful defeats. The king pro¬ 
ceeded with all expedition towards Denoobew and 
Loonzay. The Birmans, on his approach, eva* 
cuated those towns, and fled. The Pfeguers tlicn 
advanced to IVome, a city well defended h^^a solid* 
wall, a dcc{^ fosse, and a strong stockade. In this 
'fortress the Birmans prepaied to make a resolute* 



^ EMBASSY TO AVA.' 

defence, and wrote to Alompra to acquaint hinl 
tof their situation, entreating him, at the same 
time, to come to their aid with all possible des¬ 
patch. Beinga Della drove in the straggling Bir-^ 
mans that defended the banks of the river; a ge¬ 
neral assault followed, which was vigorously re- 
pulsed^by the besieged. The Peguera then altered 
the mode of attack into a b]pckade ; and, finding 
that the garrison could only act on the defensive, 
Beinga Della despatched part of his fleet and army 
up the river, as far as Melloon, in order to cut off 
supplies from the northward, and afford his own 
people more convenient subsistence. 

Alompra, although at this time threatened witli 
an attack from the fugitive prince, and the exas¬ 
perated Quois, on receiving intelligence of the 
blockade of Prome, immediately detached Mein- 
law Tzezo, an officer of distinction, with 36 war 
boats, to the assistance of the garrison. This ge¬ 
neral, notwithstondmg his force was Tar inferior to 
that of the enemy, boldly engaged* the advanced 
guard at Melloon, and drove them back to Proiro; 
but, finding himself unequal to contend openly 
against the main body of the Peguers, he threw 
himself, by a skilful manoeiivtc, with a consider¬ 
able supply of men and provisions, into the fort; 
a few of his boats only falling into the hands of 
the enemy, whilst the remainder effected their re¬ 
treat to a place of security. 

toPorty days are said to have elapsed, without 
pny material advantage on the part of the besiegers. 
The dangei being past that threatened fi*om tho 
^eastwEud, Alompra had, during this interval, col¬ 
lected the choicest of his troops, and,, leaving the 
care of Monebaboo and Ava to his two eldest eons^ 
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proceeded down the river at the head of a formi¬ 
dable fleet, with a rapidity that equally tended to« 
impress the enemy with dread, and inspire his own . 
soldiers with cox^dence. The attack was Aot de- 
]aye(^ beyond the hour of his arrival; the Peguers 
were quickly driven ffom a stockade which they 
hdd erected on the nortli side of the fort 4 hut the 
hottest action took p]pce between the fleets. In¬ 
stead of an meffectu^ fire firom ill-directed mus¬ 
ketry, the boats closed, and the highest personal 
prowess was evinced on both sides; knives, spears, 
n^d swords, were their weapons. After a long 
and bloody contest, victory declared for the Bir- 
Aians, whilst the vanquished Pqguers sought safety 
in a precipitate flight. # 

A^lompra, who pever failed diligently to unpro^e 
his advantages, suflTered no^ime to be lost in in¬ 
action. Proceeding to Loonzay, he found the 
town evacuated, and, on taking possession, changed 
its name to Mayah-oun, signifying rapid conquest, 
by which it is ^ pre^nt known; and such was the 
teller qf his amis, that a body of his troops ad¬ 
vanced within a few leagues of Fersiam, or Bassien, 
unmolested by the enemy, who did not attempt 
even to retard their progress. 

The report of this disaster spread general con¬ 
sternation throughout the Fegue dominions; the 
fugitives that escaped gave .such accounts, as the 
facts, exaggerated by their fears, might he sup* 
posed to dictate ; a general insurrection of all the 
Bii'man subjects subordinate to the Pegue govem<^ 
nient was apprehended; and certain mfofmation 
of plots and conspiracies proved that the^. 
were not grpundless. The Pegue king, who had^ 
Vetreated to Bassien, left that place by night, and 
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^ retired to Peguo; his udliercnts, thus abandoned 
' aiid terrified, thouijht of notlang but their own sc- 
' curity; every man pursued what he judj]fed the 
safest track ; ami so imivci*sal wps the panic, that, 
on the 17th of February, the fovra and fortof 
Persaim were completely tleserted, the fugitives 
having' first set fire to several houses, and con¬ 
sumed the public store-rooms, in which' was de¬ 
posited a lai'go quantity of grain. 

On the morning of the 23d, an advanced party 
of the Birman fleet came in sight; shortly after, a 
body of about 250 men landed, and marched f;p 
to a small factory J occupied by the English. 
Theft3 people were well armed, according to the 
country manner; bnt, not appearing to eiitc,rtain 
hestile intentions against any except the Pegners, 
the English supeiintendant, Captain Baker, re¬ 
ceived them with confidence, and, in the character 
of a peaceable trader, solicited protection for the 
servants and property of the India Company. His 
request was granted; neither depreciation nor in¬ 
sult were offered to the English. About noon the 
Birmans departed, Itaving fii-st set fire to what re¬ 
mained of the town, and destroyed part of the 
stockade. They directed their route batk to 
Kioukhouu, a town situated on tlio mouth of that 
branch of the great river that leads to Bassicn and 
Negrais.* 

From this time until the 12th of March, fre- 
oufent skirmislics took place between smrdl par¬ 
ties of the l^irmans and Peguers, in wliicb the lat¬ 
ter we];p generally worsteil. An ineftectual at-‘ 

I llfiis factory, under the control of the resident nt Ne- 
'^rais, consisted of a few store-liouses, erected near the' 
river, for the purpose of facilitating the timber trade* 
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tempt wfts made to repossess and defend Bassici^ 
by the late chekey, or lieutenant, the man who 
had been s(‘eond in autliority whilst the place was* 
subject to the Segue government. ' 

'JClie seat of fv'^ar now likely to be confined 
to the mouths of navigable rivers, and the numer¬ 
ous creeks and canals that intri*sect the Ibwer pro¬ 
vinces Peg'ue, and communicate between the 
lai*ger streams. A vesf'cl of burthen, provided 
with guns, and worked hy a few Europeans, hc- 
caino a formidable foe to the open-war boats of 
• ttie natives, though well manned, and conducted 
with skill and courage. Alorapra, who was at 
this time kt Loonzay, or Mftyali-ouii, foiifled a 
riglj^ estimation of the advantage to be denved 
from an alliance with natiops so well versed in fhe 
arts of inai’itime war. In Order, therefore, to en¬ 
gage the good offices of the English, or at least 
stipulate for their neutrality, Ije sent a depumtion 
to Mr Brooke, re^dent at Negrais, and at that 
time chief of all the English factories. 

^)ii ^le 13th of March, a fleet of twenty-five 
Birman boats arrived at Bassien, having oil board 
two Birman deputies, accompanied by an Arme¬ 
nian fuid a Mussulman as interpretoi’s. ^riieso 
pemonages brought a letter from Alompra, diroct- 
e<l to Mr Brooke, couche<I in terms of friendship; 
but, not deeming it piudent to ventiwe with so 
small a force through the Pegiie <listrict8 to Ne¬ 
grais, the English superintendant undertook to^ 
forward a copy of the letter, whilst tie deputies 
returned to a secure post up the river, at nt great, 
distance from Bassien, there to w^ait an ansifer, 
jvhich was expected in fom* or five days. 

VOL. I. C 
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At the expimtioii of the computed time, the 
Atchooner that had been despatched to Negnus re- 
. turned, bringing an order from Mr Brooke to Captain 
Baker, to accompany the deputies to Negrais, and 
to repair thither as speedily as possible. The Repu¬ 
tation accordingly left Bassien on the 19th of March 
1755, and reached Negrais on the 22d, at night. 

The business of the deputy's was not concluded 
until the 26th, when, having received an answer 
to Alompra's letter, and their final dismission, they 
departed, attended by Captain Baker. Approach¬ 
ing Bassien, they wore astonished to find the plac '3 
in the hands of the enemy. A detachment of BOOO 
PegTksrs, in 60 wmyboats, bad arrived during their 
absence; and on the 26tb, engaged and captured 
aU the boats that waited to convoy the deputies to 
their master. Captsun Baker, finding it impracti¬ 
cable to proceed, conducted the deputies back to 
Negiuis, where they returned on the 3d of April, 
proposing to wait the occurrenco of some more fa¬ 
vourable opportunity. ^ 

The impediments that had thus prevented ihe 
return f of the deputies were of short duration. On 
tlie 2l8t of April 1755, the Peguers received cer¬ 
tain intelligence that Alompra had attacke-i Ap- 
poraza, in his camp at Synyangong, and that their 
countiyraen had suffered a total defeat, nicir 
own numbei-s being greatly diminished by deser¬ 
tion, Bassien became no longer a place of safety. 
They judged it therefore most prudent to with- 
“draw towards Syriam. On the 23d, the ruins of 
the town, and its vicinity, were completely eva- 
cup*e(h and the navigation of the river again open¬ 
ed to the Birmans. 

The retreat of these troops was well timed. 
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Several detached parties of Birmans appeare<l o» 
the subsequent days ; and, on the 2dth, a body of 
1000 men arrived at Bassien, a small number by 
land, the rest by water, with 40 war-boats' They 
experienced no resistance, and made a few prison- 
ejfs. A strong convoy was sent down to Negrais 
to escort the deputies, who now purshecl their 
jdUmey •without molestation. They returned on 
the 3d of June to Bassien, and left it on the 5th^ 
with a letter from the resident at Negrais to Alom- 
pra, who had reached Dagon * early in the pre- 

• Ceding month. 

^ The victory gained by Alompra at Synyangong, 
m the end of April, was decisive; the Peters, 
disl^artened, fled to Syriamf and many did not 
halt until they resiched Pegpe. Among the latter 
was Apporaza, who left the defence of Syriam to 
a relation of the king of Pegne. ITie fortifications 
consisted of a feebla rampart, .protected by a pali¬ 
sade, and an incopsiderable fosse, almost dry. 
Light as such obstacles would appear to regular 
trdbp8,*'they presented a formidable opposition to 
the desultory attacks of an undisciplined rabble. 

The French and English factoiies at S 3 rriam 
werc^t this time in a state of rivalry, such os might 
be expected from the spirit of national emulation, 
and the avidity of traders on a narrow scale : the* 
situation of both became at this juncture highly 
critical; danger approached, fi’om which they could 
not hope to be entirely exempt. It was not to 1)^ 
expected that they would be suffered ^ remain in 
neutral tranquillity, indifferent spectators so se-^ 

• * Now caHed Bangoon. Dagon n the name of a ce-« 
.lebrated temple, a abort distance from the present city. 
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'ious a contOHt: it tliorefure becaino nceessui'y to 
Adopt Bome decided line of conductj iu order to 
•avoid beinf^ considered as a common enemy, whilst 
the contending powers seemed equally anxious to 
attach them. In this difficult situation neithen the 
French nor the English seem to have acted with 
policy dr'candour; and the imprudence of certain 
individuals finally involved others, as well'as theili- 
selves, in fatal consequences. 

Monsieur Boumo, the chief of the French fac¬ 
tory, in the interest of the Peguers, but apprehen¬ 
sive of the power, and dreading the success of thd 
Birmans, h^ recourse to dissiiiiulation, and endea- 
vourt*d to steer a middle course. Under pretence 
of occupying a statioli where he could more efiec- 
tually aid the Peguers. he embaiked on board a 
French ship, and, with two other vessels belonging 
to his nation, dropped down from Syriam, and 
moored in the stream of tlio R|pgooTi river. Find¬ 
ing, soon after, that Alompra was likely to be vic¬ 
torious, he determined, if possible, to secure an 
interest in that quarter. With this intmit, he 
quitted his ship, accompanied by two of liis coun¬ 
trymen, and proceeded in a boat to Dagon, where 
Alompra received him with marks of distiilction 
and kindness ; but, on the second day after the de- 
paiiiure of Monsieur Boumo, the officer whom he 
left in charge of the ship during liis absence in 
concert with a missionaiy who liad long resided at 
the factory, either impelled by fear, or prevailed 
upon by some secret infiuonce, weighed anchor 
sudden!*'', and returned to the Peguers at Syriam, 
ivith^Jnt permission from his commander, or even 
»i(lvising him of his intention. • 

So extraordinaiy a 8te]> suiprised Alompra ex- 
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ceedingly; lie taxed Boumo with deceit; thei 
Frencbraari protested his own innocence, and Br¬ 
ibed the improbability of bis assenting to afiy such 
measure whilst (e remained in tbe Birman camp. 
He sent an order to»his officers to retum imme¬ 
diately ; an injunction that was disregardety^y them, 
under plea of their commander being a prisoner, 
rie then*requested leave from Alompra to go in 
person, and bring back tbe ship; to this the king 
consented, on condition of leaving one of his at¬ 
tendants (Lavine, a youth) as an hostage for his 
^certain return. 

From the procedure of Mr ^rooke, resident at 
Negrais, in his reception of the Birman deputies, 
and^he aid of militaiy stores sent by him to t^e 
Birmans, the English, wheSi it became necessary 
to avow the side they meant to espouse, seem to 
have declared explicitly for the Birmans ; and this 
principle was adopted not only by the resident at 
Negrais, but afeo by»the factory at Syriam. The 
Higiter schooner, belonging to the India Compa¬ 
ny, the Elizabeth, a country ship, commanded by 
Captain Swain, and two other vessels, left Syriam 
in the^month of May, and joined the Birmans at 
Dagon. In the beginning of June, the Company’s 
snow, Arcot, bound to Negrais, commanded by 
a Captain Jackson, and having on board Mr 
Whitebill, a gentleman in the service of the East 
India Company, proceeding to Negi'ais in an offi¬ 
cial capacity, put into the Rangoon river, through* 
stress of weather. A boat that had beAi sent into 
fetch a pilot retui-ned, with an account of tUh sj^te - 
of affairs ; and brought a letter, and an invitation 
from Alompra to Captain Jackson, to cany his 
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'^vessel up to Dagou, promising him every aiil that 
the place afforded. 

Oil the Gth of June the Arcot reached Dagon, 
and Mr Whitehill went on short to pay his re¬ 
spects to the Birman king,, by whom lie was re¬ 
ceived ^ in a manner that gave no apparent cause 
for compTaint. 

After the defeat of the Peters at Syityangoffg, 
and the acquisition of Dagon by Alompra, the 
English ships sailed fi'om Syriam voluntarily, and 
came to Dagon to assist the Birmans, in con¬ 
formity to the evident detennination of Mr 
Brooke, whose reception of the Birman deputies, 
togotlier with his*' subsequent conduct, doaiiy 
evinced his friendly intentions towards that-na¬ 
tion. Until the arrivs’l of the "Arcnt, with Mr 
Jackson and Mr Whitehill, no subject of offence 
seems to have been given to the English by tho 
Birmans. 

A short time previous to the arrival of the Ar¬ 
cot, Apporaza retunied from Pegue to Syi'iam, and 
reassumed the command. lie had been nflkde^ac- 
qiminted with the negotiation canying on between 
Mr Brooke at Negrais and the deputies of Aloin- 
pra; and, in order to counteract its effectsj' com¬ 
menced a secret correspondence with Captain Jack- 
son. IJis arfcnments seem to have strongly infiu- 
enced that gentleman, and given a decided bias in 
hjs favour. Ground of accusation was soon found 
.against the Birmans; pei'sonal ill treatment was 
heavily cwuplained of, which the tenor of Mr 
^ Jacksens despatches does not satisfactorily esta- 
bHsik 

* An attempt was shortly after made by the Po- 
guers.to suiprise the Birman camp> and i-ecover 
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Dagon. NotwithstaiuUng tlic land force^^ marched^ 
by iiigbt, and tlio fleet advanced with celerity, in-* 
creased by a rapid tide, they were discovered in 
time for tlio llirmans to prepare for tbeir reception. 
Tlie*boats first diiivir^, were repulsed by a licavy 
fij;e from the banks, which were lined with Birman 
troops. The post of Dagon could only bittflken on 
th^ side of the kuid by a resolute assault. The at¬ 
tack of tlie IVguei’s was feeble and kieffectuaU 
Disheartened by the failure of their fleet, ajid des¬ 
titute of able leaders, they soon abandoned their 
»€nt(*rprlse. An iiTcgular fire of muskctiy conti¬ 
nued until noon, when the Peguers retreated to 
Syi’iam, little loss being sustained on either skle. 

^)nriiig tliis spiritless contest the English-main- 
tained a perfect •neutralit]^, not a shot being dis¬ 
charged from any of the ships ; a circumstance that 
teiuk'd to create suspicion in the minds of the Bir¬ 
mans. Their distrust, however, seems to have been 
lulled by assupnees of friendship, and probably by 
the expect^ion of a supply of cannon and stores 
frflln Negrtds? which Mr Brooke had announced 
his intention of sending under care of Messrs Ba¬ 
ker and North, whom he meant to depute to the 
Biinfein king. Alompra had, a short time before, 
left Dagon to quell a disturbance in the northern 
provinces, caused by the Quois and Siamese; who, 
taking advantage of his absence, had invaded his 
country, and excited an insuiTection of the inhabi¬ 
tants in favour of the fugitive son of the ancibnt 
monarch. The sudilen appearance oj the victoA- 
ouB chief disconcerted his enemies; he sogn redu¬ 
ced the disobedient, and obliged the Siamese Jte re^* 
tire withinrtheir own frontiers. « 

Previous to his d^arture from Dagon, Alompra 
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tr^.aul the foundation of the toivn, now so well known 
by the name of Rangoon, or Dzangoon, which sig¬ 
nifies victory achieved. Here stood, in fomier 
days, a lai’ge and populous city, tailed in the Pa¬ 
li, or sacred language, Singounterra; the site of 
which Alompra ddigently explored, and raised on 
its ruins' the present flourishing sea-port of the 
Pegue dominions. Dagon, diten called 'Sho 0ii- 
gon, or the Golden Dagon, is a name peculiar to 
the temple; a noble edifice, three miles distant 
from the banks of the river. Wlien Alompra left 
his camp, he appointed Meinla-Meingoun, an ofli-" 
cer of approved reputation and valour, to command, 
in hi^ absence. ’ 

The clandestine negotiations between the Eng¬ 
lish and Peguers appeaoi to have been renewed af¬ 
ter this action. Several messages passed, in which 
a fresh attack on the Birmans was concerted, and 
the aid of the Company’s ships promised to the 
Peguers, who were thus to be befrjended by the 
whole European force, both French and English. 
Confiding in their new allies, and assured o^viei;o- 
ry, the war-boats of the Pegudls, during the night, 
dropped down the Pegue river, anti with the French 
ships moored in the stream of the Irrawaddy, * 
waiting the return of tide to carry them to Ran¬ 
goon. r)awn of day discovered them to the Bir¬ 
mans, whose general immediately sent for the Eng¬ 
lish gentlemen, to consult on the best means of de¬ 
fence. At this interview, the Birmans candidly ac« 
qnainted Mr^Whitehill how ill satisfidd they were 
^th th% conduct of the English commanders du- 

* The name of the great river of Ava. .This branch 
is often called the Rangoon river, to distinguish it from 
that whit^h leads to Bassien. 
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ring tlio late action, and desired a promise of more 
active assistance on the present occasion. Mr 
Wliitehill replied, that without the Company’s or¬ 
ders he was not authorized to commence hostilities 
on aiky nation; but if the Peguei's fired on the Eng- 
lisji ships, it would be consi<lercd as an act of ag¬ 
gression, and resented accordingly. IIow*miicli it 
is to be lamented, that: such prudent and equitable 
principles were not better observed ! the depar¬ 
ture from them affixed a stain on the national ho¬ 
nour, which the lapse of more than forty years has 
«et been able to expunge. 

Tlie Pegue force was, on tins occasion, highly 
formidable. It consisted of twotla^e French sliips, 
and j^n armed snow belonging to the king of Pegue, 
with 200 Tcilee, or wqj-boats. On the approaali 
of this armament, tli4|pjnn{ms manifested their ap¬ 
prehensions, by repeating their entreaties to the 
English. Owing to the time of the tide, it was 
noon before the Pogue boats could advance. When 
within cannon *shot, *tlic French ships came to an- 
cIk^, and opened their guns, whilst a brisk dis¬ 
charge of musketry was poured from the Pegue 
boats on the Birman fleet, that, for the most part, 
liad tffkcn shelter in a creek, and were protected 
by the fire kept up from a gi'ove of niangoo trees, 
on the banks of the river, in possession of the Bir¬ 
mans, around which they had raised telnpomry 
works, and erected a battery of a few pieces of 
ship cannon, wliicli, from being ill served, did Ih- 
tTe execution. At this juncture, the English ship^ 
Hunter, Arcot and Elizabeth, commenced a ffie 
on the Birman fleet. Thus assailed by unexpiact-^ 
/id foes, the dhrnians were obliged to abandon tlieir, 
boats, and take shelter in the grove. Had the Pe* 
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ig guers improved the critical opportunity, and pur^ 
sued their advantage with resolution, this action 
might have retrieved their declining interests, and 
restored to them possession of the lower provinces. 
In vain the Europeans pers\^aded them to attempt 
the capture of the Birman fleet. Too timid to <tx- 
pose themselves to a close discharge of musketry 
from the grove, they were cicotented with the eclat 
of having compelled the enemy to retreat from their 
boats, and the rest of the day was spent in distant 
random firing. During the night the English ships 
removed oui. of the reach of small arms, two meiv 
being killed on board tho Arcot. The Peguers 
kept, tbeir situatioK for some days, during whicit 
much irregular Bkirinishing passed; when, h^iving 
ejihausted their amunition without advancing tbeir 
cause, the Peguers thoug4|flfit to return to Sy- 
riam, accompanied by the English and French 
ships, leaving the Birmans in possession of tho for¬ 
tified grove, and the lines of the newly-projected 
town. ^ 

Apporaza, who held tho chief command at Oy- 
riam, received the English with every mark of re-* 
spect; and, judging this a favourable opportunity 
to regain the alliance of their nation, he wrote to 
Mr Brooke at Negrais, inviting him to come in 
person to Syriam, and there settle terms of per¬ 
manent'connexion. Mr Brooke, in letters of a 
friendly tenor, excused himself from personal at¬ 
tendance, and requested that Mr Whitehill might 
V>e suffered to proceed to his station at Negrais, 
and the Company’s ships permitted to pursue their 
^ vo^i^e to the same place, whither he ordered the 
^ several commanders immediately to repair. Thq 
compliance of Apporaza with this revest demon- 
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fitrated- his ardont desire to recover the good will 
of the English. Mr Whitehill left Syriam, escort¬ 
ed by 20 armed boats, and, proceeding through 
the rivers, reached Negrais on the 2Gth of Angust. 
The Hunter schooner sailed on the 26th of Sep¬ 
tember following, the Arcot being delayed for some 
necessary repairs. • * 

WhilsVthese matters were agitating at Dagon, 
Mr Brooke was advancing his negociations with 
Alompra. Captain Baker and Lieutenant North 
were delegated, with presents and instructions, to 
IS^nclude a treaty of amity and alliance with the 
Birman monarch. 

* It has been already mentioifed, that AIoTiT|>ra 
was ^der the necessity of leaving his post at Da¬ 
gon about the middle of June, in order to suppress 
an insurrection of bi8%wn subjects, and repel the 
^Siamese. The object of his expedition was at¬ 
tained with little difficulty; and he had the addi¬ 
tional satisfacdon to learn, that his arms had been 
successful in Cassay, the mhabitants of which, 
taking advantage of the unsettled state of the em¬ 
pire, had thrown off their dependence. This coun¬ 
try is separated from the kingdom of the Birmans 
on thonorth-west by the river Keenduem, which, 
taking a south-east course, unites its waters wdth 
those of the Irrawaddy, a short way above the 
town of Sembew-ghewn. About the time that 
Alompra left Ava to relieve Frome, he detached s 
body of troops across the river, under the com¬ 
mand of a distant relation, to cha8tii||» the Cas- 
sayers. These people had, for ages past, ^tasted 
the sweets of independence only at intervals, when, 
the contests of the Birman and Pegue powers left 
them no leisure to enforce obedience* Thus ac- 
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customed to the yoke, though always ready for 
revolt, they were quickly reduced to submission. 
The prince, or rajah, wlio resided at Munnepoora, 
the capital of Cassay, sued for peace, \vhich was 
concluded on temis advantiigeoiis to the Birviaus ; 
and, as is the custom, a young man and young 
womaa«of tlie kindred of the rajah were delivered 
as liostages for the due observance of thoi comjwict. 

The English deputation proex^eded in boats slow¬ 
ly up the river, which, at that season of the year, 
is swelled by mountain ton*ents, and the naviga¬ 
tion rend(n*ed difhcult by the rapidity of the strew". 
A short distance above Prome, they met a detach¬ 
ment, commanded by a Boomieii, or general oc 
rank, in its route ta Dagon ; it consisted of eighty 
boats, and 4000 troops, to reinforces the army act- 
ing against the Peguers. Captain Baker had an 
interview with the chief, who expressed sanguine 
hopes of reducing Syriara, and destroying the 
French ships that had assisted the Pcguei's. 

The late extraordinary conduct of the English 
shipping at Dagon, was no vei*y favouraUe ifTetro- 
fluction to the delegates; nor did Captain Baker 
escape reproach for transactions in which he cer¬ 
tainly had no share. To increase his embarrass¬ 
ment, he had the misfortune, the day after he 
parted with the detachment, to lose his colleague, 
Lieutefm.nt North, who died at Roung-Yooa}i, of 
a dysentery and fever. Captain Baker afterwards 
pursued his voyage, accompanied only by the Bir- 
^ mans. On the 8th of September he reached Ava, 
lately tlie metropolis of the empire. Alompra, 
p£:.'*tial to the scene of his first success, had remov¬ 
ed the seat of government to Monchaboo, which 
he constituted his capital, and fixed on as the place 



EMBASSY TO AVA* 3? 

of his futui'O residence. At Ava Captain Baker 
was civilly entertained by the govenior. On the 
12th lie reached Kc'oum-meouin, situated on the 
west hank of the,Irrawaddy, and on the Ifith re- 
ceivejJ a suinnioni to attend “ the golden feet. ” * 
Leaving his boats, at iioon the following day he 
proceeded by land to the royal presence. •His i*e- 
cepiiiou \v^ conducted with as much pomp and 
parade, as a Icing so recently elevated to his ho¬ 
nours, and seated on a throne so imperfectly esta¬ 
blished, was capable of displaying. During this 
interview the new monarch, in liis conversation, 
gave a striking instance of that intoxication which 
Usually attends an unexpected and recent riso^o 
power. Yet his vain boastings were not accom¬ 
panied! by any mack of personal contempt or uk** 
dignity to Captain Baker. * He vaunted of his 
victories, and the extent of his empire, in a style 
of presumptuous vanity equal to the arrogance of 
Xerxes. He upbraided our national character in 
the aflair of the shipping at Dagon, alleging that 
he 1^ V'^ated the English with kindness, which 
they repaid by perfidiously hre^cing the promise 
given to him on his departure ^LTom Dagon. To 
these reproaches Captain Baker could only reply 
by expressions of regret, and a solemn declanition 
that Mr Brooke, so far from having authorized, 
knew nothing of such proceedings. Alomfra lis¬ 
tened to his assurances with more complacency 
than could well be expected from a despot who had 
waded to a throne through the blood of his ene- * 
mies. * 
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At a second audience^ a few days subsequent 
to the first, his Majesty dictated a letter, address¬ 
ed to Mr Brooke, in which he granted permission 
to the Company to establish factories at Dagon and 
Bassien ; having determined on the total demoli¬ 
tion of Syriam. Captain Balter made a further 
requisition of the island of Negrais. Although 
this desire was not refused, %ho formal a^tsignment 
was postponed, owing to a domestic misfortune, 
which gave the king much unoasiness; but as it 
was his Majesty’s intention shortly to repair to 
Rangoon, to conduct in person the Peguc war, the 
completion of the grant was defenred to a future 
opportunity. Cap min Baker, having obtained his 
dismission, set out for Kcoum-mcoum, and op the 
20th of Septembci’ embarked to retmn to No- 
gnds. 

Whilst friendship and union were thus likely to 
be CBtablishod between the Birmans and the settle¬ 
ment at Negnds, the Peguers.hazarded another at¬ 
tempt on the Birman post at Dagon, and were a- 
gain assisted by the Arcot, and two private ling- 
lish ships, whidi, it is probable, on this occasion 
might have acted, in some degree, under compul- 
eatory influence. Three English and one 'French 
ship, with 300 armed boats, constituted tbe Pegue 
force by water; and 10,000 men marcbed by land, 
to atta^ the heights at Dagon, and the fortified 
grove. The BirmanS) with considerable ingenuity, 
constructed fire-rafts, consisting of a number of 
boats fastened together, and filled with combus¬ 
tible materials. These rafts were floated down a 
strong spring-tide to where the ships lay at an¬ 
chor, and directed with such skill and effect, as to 
oblige them to slip their cables and get under 
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W 0 %h, the French ship narrowly escaping destruc-J 
tion. This iiianoemTo efFectually removed the ves¬ 
sels for that tide, mid prevented a cooperation with 
the land forces, who, thus deprived of the Support 
on which they diiefljj depended, made an ineffec- 
tnjal chai'ge on the Binnan works. They were easily 
repulsed, and, with the fleet and army, *retr(iated 
tc^Syi-iam, whence they never dared to hazard an¬ 
other enterprise. 

The affairs of the Peguers were in this desperate 
state when Alompra returned victorious from Ava. 

4^1is presence animated his own army, and spread 
a heavier cloud over the unfortunate Taliens. * 

'“'He immediately changed tho ^lan of operations. 
Instead of waiting at Dagon* in fortified posts, 
the attack of the "Peguers, he^ in turn, became ttie 
assailant, and learing the great river, boldly ad¬ 
vanced liis boats to the mouth of tho Syriam 
stream; thereby cutting off all communication with 
tho sea, and the countries to tho west of Rangoon. 
Apporaza about this time retired from Syriam to 
Pe^e,*^ leaving his funner station to bo maintain¬ 
ed by the chief Woon, or Woongec, of the Pegue 
empire. Pennission had previously been given to 
the Efiglish ships to depait with ijie Company's 
stores. Mons. Boumo, the French resident, con¬ 
tinued at Syriam, where, having moored Jiis ves¬ 
sel close to the factory, he prepared to defend him¬ 
self. The tide in the Rangoon river rises to tgi 
uncommon height; the river of Pegue, or, as it 
often called, of Syrian, being fed by«tho influx 
of the sea, through the Rangoon river, siiiks at 
low ebb into an inconsiderable stream. The French 


* 
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i/ship, when the water retired, touched the ground^ 
whilst the Birmans, profiting by her unmanageable, 
state, during the recess of tide, brought gun-boats 
to bear in such a direction, as to annoy her with¬ 
out exposing themselves. Xliis judicious mode of 
attackproved successful; the ship was quickly dh- 
abled, and Mons. Boumo, finding tlie post unte¬ 
nable, wrote a letter to Alottpra, apologizing Vbv 
his former conduct, and making fresh overtures of 
accommodation. The correspondence was either 
discovered or suspected by the Peguers, who sud¬ 
denly removed Mons. Boumo and his adherents 
intjj^the fort of Syriatn, before the pm-posed iie- 
gociation had time to bo completed. 

^Alompra immediately took possession of the 
evacuated factory and "essel; after which he seem¬ 
ed desirous of attaining his object of Syriam, i*a- 
ther by blockade and famine than by liostile ap- 

i >roachcs. Without attempting to assault the place, 
le continued in its vicinity mitil the month of July 
1756. By such apparent inactivity on the part 
of the Birmans, the gan-ison was lulled into fatal 
security. Alompra, seizing a favourable opportu¬ 
nity, crossed the ditch in the dead of the night, 
earned the outworks without resistance, aiiS soon 
made himself master of the fort. The command¬ 
ant, and the greater part of the gan-ison, favoured 
by the darkness, escaped to Pegue; many, how¬ 
ever, were slain, and all the Europeans were made 
^prisoners. 

It has already appeared to have been the deter¬ 
mined-policy of the rVonch to espouse the cause 
of the Peguers; and had surcours irom Pondi- 
’ cJierry ai-rivc<l before the state of things became 
too f^espeiate, affairs would probably have worn 
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a different aspect, and llie Pe^ncrs obtained sucli^ 
an addition to their strenuth, as would have ena- 
hied them to conclude a peace on advantageous 
terras. But asMistance in war, to ho effectiuS, must 
be tknely. UideRs a 4 )plied while the scales hang 
nearly even, it often comes too late, and is^fouml, 
not only to ho useless, but even productive of deeper 
dij^ippoijftinent. In the i>reseiit c^se, the Freiich 
brought those supplies, of which the Peguers laid 
long buoyed themselves with hopes, at the unfor¬ 
tunate moment when the coinraunication was cut 
wli(*n no relief could ho conveyed to them, 
^and all prospect of retrieving their disastrous 
tunes had completely vanished.* 

Mons. Dupliex, Governor *of Pondicherry, a 
man whose comprehensive •mind perceived witli 
clcarmiss whatever could benefit Ids nation, at this 
juncture deeply engaged in the important contest 
that was ultimately to determine the sovereignly 
of the East, bjaing nware of the consequence of 
maintaining an influence in Pegue, had, iiotwith- 
stanffinj the exigencies of his own situation equip¬ 
ped two sliips, the Galathic and Diligent, vessels 
of force, well manned and armed, and sent them, 
with a Bupj)ly of military stores, to the assistance 
of the Peguers. Shortly after leaving Pondichoriy, 
they separated; the Galatlne bad a speedy pass¬ 
age ; hut owing to a fatal and frequent error of 
mistaking the mouth of the Sitang river, which is 
a few miles to the eastward, for that of Rangoon, • 
she did not an-ive at the bar until two«ilays after 
Syriam had fallen into the hands of the Birtinans. 
The boat sent by the Frencli commander to bring 
down a pilot Vbs immediately captured. Alorapra, 

D 2 
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Aedng apprised of th<’ circumstance, ordered a pilot, 
in a country boat, to proceed to the Galatliie, and 
coiTipelle<l Bourno, wlio was tlieii under rigorous 
confinement, to write to tlie Captain, encoiiniging 
him to proceed, and come up to Rangoon, assign¬ 
ing som^ frivolous excuse for the delay of the Ga- 
lathie’s bo.at, winch ho was ^iv’cn to expect would 
meet him on the way to town. The Captain im¬ 
prudently became the dupe of this artifice; he 
weighed, and stood in with a strong flood tide, 
which in a few hours cfUTied hiin to Rangoon, 
wlicre tile sudden seizure of his vessel prevented 
*i.lhipossibility of rc/treat; the stores ^vere brought 
on shore, and the cfuisignments and papers proved 
that these 8U]>plies were meant for the assistance 
of the Peguers, and directed to Bcinga Della, and 
his brother Apporaza. Alompra became so incens¬ 
ed, that ho gave ordera for the instant execution of 
Bourno, Martine, and tlio captain and officers of 
the Galathifi. This sanguinary manejate was obey¬ 
ed witli unrelenting promptitude; a few Re 9 ;men 
and Lascars alone escaped, and these were preserv- 
etl, for no other purjmso than to be rendered of 
use in the further prosecution of tlie war, aijd sur¬ 
vived but to experience all the miseries of hopeless 
bondage. 

The Diligent was more fortunate; having sepa¬ 
lrated from her consoi-t, she met with adverse winds, 
aiid was obliged to bear away for the Nicobar 
'islands. This delay prevented her reaching her 
intended jfort imtil six weeks subsequent to tlie 
disaster. The caution of the captain saved him 
from suffering a similar fate. He got intelligence of 
the massacre of his countrymen in time to retire, 
and ctlmed back news of the failure of the expedi- 



EMU ASSY TO AVA. 


43 

tion to Pondichcny, whence it was Itnpossfble to 
attempt tho extension of fiirtlicr succour to tlic un-* 
Iiappy rcguera. ^ 

The i*age of the coiiqiieror was, on tljis occa¬ 
sion,*exliausted oil thesFrench. Foreijoiers of other 
njftions, who had been captured in Syriani^ were 
treated loss rigorously. Some who incuiTC(f his <Hs- 
pleasure,*and had reason to dread its eifects, were 
dismissed with admonitions, and suffered to depart. 
Among these were a few English, who had not 
been able to withdraw from Syriam, before it came 
into the enemy’s possession. 

The fall of Syriam seems to liave determined 
fate of the Peguers. Cut off from communication 
with*the western countries of balla and Bassien, 
deprived of the navigation of tlie Rangoon river 
and the liTawaddy, and sliut out from all foreign 
aid, their resources failed, and supplies by water 
could no longer reach them. The Bago Mioup, or 
Pegue river, extend# a very short distance to the 
nortji imilh-east; the tide alone rendei's it naviga¬ 
ble. \VTicre that influence fails, it degenerates into 
a streamlet wliicli issues from a range of bills about 
forty qjilcs above the city, remarkable only for their 
noisome and destructive atmosphere. 

Notwithstanding these discouragements, the Pe¬ 
guers prepared to sustain a siege in tbeir*capital, 
which was in a better state of defence than is com¬ 
mon in countries where the science of war is sa 
imperfectly understood. Situated on an extensive 
plain, Pegue was surrounded with a* high and 
solid wall, flanked by small towers, and atrftngtli- 
ened on each, face by demibastiona, equidistant; a 
flroad ditch contained about three feet depth of 
water; wells or reservoirs supplied the town^^ the 
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ii Stupendous pagoda of Sliocma<loo, nearly centiical, 

‘ built on an ai’tificial eminence, and inclosed by a 
substantial wall of brick, served as a citadel, and 
afforded an crdai’gcd view of the adjacent country. 
The extent, however, of the^works, the troop'.is ne¬ 
cessary to defend them, and the number of inha¬ 
bitants 'within the walls, opporated to the disatl- 
vantage of the besieged, aiuC aggravated the Uns¬ 
tresses they were shoi’tly to eiulure. 

As soon as tlie rainy season subsided, and the 
country, which hetwocm Pegiie and Syriam is low 
and swampy, had emerged from the inundations of 
the monsoon, Alomjira ordered his general, Me- 
“iin5,-?vleingourig, tfi advance towards Pegue at the 
liead of a body of troops. A few days aftiv ho 
followed in person with his whole aimy; and in 
four marches tliey reached tlie vicinity of the city, 
tlirongh a country laid waste and depopulated. 
Circumvallation is a favourite practice of warfare 
with tlie Birmans, and famine a weapon on which 
they repose the greatest reliance. Alompra, pre¬ 
ferring these to the hazard of a repulse, iii an* at¬ 
tempt to storm, invested Pegue with his army, and 
erected numerous stockades, at once to protect his 
ouni troops, and prevent communication wrth the 
country. Thus secured by liis defences from sur¬ 
prise and sudden attack, feai’less of any external 
enemy, and commanding the navigation of the ri¬ 
ver, he sat down in the month of Januaiy 1757, 
to wait tlie slow but certain effects of hunger and 
distress. 

The fort of Pogno was occupied by the royal 
family and tlie principle nobles of the Talien na¬ 
tion. Among liie higlu^st in rank were Apporaza, 
lirolher of the king, Chouparea, his son-in-k''./ and 
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nephew, and Talabaan, a general who, on ibrmer 
occasions, had been distinguished by rendtuing liis 
country signal servhtes; and liad raised himself 
by his valour to the fii'st military honours df the 
state.* • , 

^he Birmans, though superior in nurahere, per¬ 
severed in the passive system of rcductiBif, and 
weft* not 4o be allured»from the protection of tlicjir 
stockades. Two months thus elapsed in defensive 
inactivity. The consequences, however, were in¬ 
evitable ; want, and its sure concomitants, discon- 
tttit and mutiny, began to rage within the walls. 
On this emergency the king summoned a council 
of all his family and chieftains.* After expatiatiilg^ 
on tljo straits to which they wefe reduced, and the 
hopelessness of reKef, he declared his intention 
sue for peace; and further, to propitiate the con¬ 
queror, he proposed sending to him his only un¬ 
married daughter; as by such an act of homnge 
alone he could expecj to procure favourable terms. 
This proposal was listened to with soiTowful ac- 
quiefiCeltce by all but Talabaan, who is said to have 
cherished a secret passion for the maiden; for in 
this country, young women of the highest rank are 
not, afTer the manner of India, precluded from the 
sight and converaation of the other sex. The chief, 
with haughty indignation, reprobated the disgrace¬ 
ful sacrifice, inveighing against it in the ^ai^pest 
terms; and concluded with an offer to sally forth 
at the head of six hundred chosen followers, aiifl 
either raise the siege, and procure an honourable* 
peace, or perish in the attempt; provided, jn the 
event of success, the king would promise to bestow 
on him his daughter, as the reward of valour. 

Struck with the gallantry of this proposal, the 
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kin^ apparently a^sentod, and ijjo ooundi broke 
' up ; but Apporazji and tlio other chiefs, who long 
had beheld with jealousy the growing power and 
increasing fame of Talabfian, remonstrated against 
the measure, as an act still more derogatory to 
their monarch, than yicldmg his daughter ai^ a 
peace offering to a sovereign potentate. The king, 
by these parsuasions, was prevailed upon to* re¬ 
tract the conditions. Talabaan, irritated at his 
disappointment, took an opportunity of leaving the 
fort at midnight, and with a few resolute attend¬ 
ants forced his way in safety through the Birmrn 
camp. He afterwards crossed the Setang river, 
"'ar-'l marched to Mondimaa, or Mai'taban, where hii» 
family resided. • 

. Two days after Talabaan had retired, the Pegue 
king, in piu’siiance ot his first intention, wrote to 
Aiompra, proposing peace on the terms which he 
had intimated to his council before the secession 
of his general. The Birman king readily accept¬ 
ed the offered pacification. A negociation was 
opened, which terminated in an agreemoiitf,«*that 
the Pogue king should govern his country under 
the stipulation of doing homage to the Birman 
monarch ; that the ancient boundary should he ob- 
Berve<l; and Prome, or Pee Miou, continue the 
frontier of the Pegue dominions to the north. A 
preliminary of these conditions was the surrender 
of the daughter of the Pegue monarch to the royal 
victor. Ap])oraza, her uncle, was appointed to con- 
vcy her to the Birman camp, where they were re¬ 
ceived witti music, feasting, and every demonstra- 
^ tion of joy and amity. 

Some days elapsed in festive ceremonies, du¬ 
ring which botli the besiegers and besieged had 
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frequeni and alnioet uninterrupted mterconrHe. ! 
The guards on both sides relaxed in tlieirTigilance, 
and small parties of Birmans Ibuiul their way into 
the city, whilst the I’eguers visited the Birman 
camp»without mftlesta^ion or inquiiy. Alompra, 
who, it appears, had little intention of adhering- to 
the recent compact, privately introduced boJies of 
arnfbd man, with dird’tions to secrete themselves 
within the city, until their services should be re¬ 
quired. Arms and ammunition were also conveyed, 
and lodged in places of concealment. Matters, 
however, were not managed with such circum¬ 
spection as to prevent discovery. Chouparea, tl^^,. 
*king 8 nepliew, received intimati?)n of the meditat¬ 
ed tia^acheiy. He instantly ordered the gates of 
the city to bo closed, and having found out the re¬ 
positories where the weapons were lodged, and 
detected many Binnans in disguise, he gave direc¬ 
tions to put to death every man of that nation who 
should be found within the walls, and opened a 
fire upon such part of the Birman camp as was 
mo8^iJ)osed to the artillery of the fort. 

Hostilities now recommenced with exasperated 
fury. Apporajsa with his royal niece were detain¬ 
ed in the Birman camp; the uncle under close 
confiement, whilst the lady was consigned to the 
guardians of the female apartments. The Ceguera 
having gained no accession to their stnmgth, and 
added little to their stores, during the short inter¬ 
val of tranquillity, were not in a better condition 
than before to resist the enemy. The Bifmans ob¬ 
served the system of warfare which they a^ fii’st 
adopted; so that in six weeks, famine had again 
I'i^duced the' garrison to a deplorable state of 
wretchedness and want. The most loathsoino.rep- 
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' tiles wore eagerly sought after and <tevowred, and 
the clamours of the soldiers could no longer be 
appeased. A few secret hoards of grain were by 
chance discovered, ainl many more were suspected 
to exist. The crowd thronged tumultuously rpund 
the quarters of Chouparea, on whom, after the se¬ 
cession of Talabaan, and the imprisonment of Ap- 
poraza, the cai'c of defending the fortress entirely 
devolved. In order to silence and satisfy those 
whom he could not restrain, he ordered a general 
search for grain, and gi*anted permission to the 
soldiers forcibly to enter whatever houses fell un- 

jder suspicion. This license was diligently im¬ 
proved, and the Kouse of a near relation of the"' 
king was discovered to contain more gi*ain tlian 
either the present situation of siTairs or his own 
wants could justify. The deposit was demanded, 
and as resolutely refused. The crowd, authorized 
by the permission of Chouparea, proceeded to taJve 
by violence what was not to be obtained by entrea¬ 
ty A riot ensued, in which some Jives were lost, 
and the prince was at length obliged to «^.udon 
his house, liepairing to the royal residence, he 
uttered violent invectives against Chouparea, whom 
he accused to tlie king of harbouring an iiutention 
to diiprive his sovereign of life, and seize upon the 
imperii^l tliroiio ; and advised his majesty rather to 
throw himself on the generosity of the besiegers, 
and obtain the best terms practicable, than hazai'd 
the d.'ing(‘r to wliicli his person and kingdom were 
exposed frpni the perfidy of a faithless and pow'er- 
fid su,l)ject. The king, wdiose imbecility seems to 
have equalled liis ill fortune, lent an ear to the 
complaints of a man stimulated by sudden rage 
ajid personal jealousy. The unhappy aiid dis'^j'ae * 
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0d monarch resolved to pursue his counsel; but 
hein^ too timid openly to avow his weakness and 
suspieioii, he sent secret proposals to Alompra to 
surrender the city to him, stij)ulatiiig for life alone^ 
and Reaving the j-est to the discretioti of the con¬ 
queror. According tS the plan agi-eed on, the 
BiVmans advanced to the gates, which w«iti im- 
ine^iatcl)^ deserted: tjie Peguers fled in the ut¬ 
most panic ; many escaped in the confusion; the 
Pegue king was made prisoner, and the city given 
up to iiidiscriniinatc plunder. 

Alompra, having thus triumphed over his natu¬ 
ral enemy, and to all appearance given a final 
►blow to the Peguers, who, wi*li their city HaM" 
their sovereign, lost the spirit of resistance, pro¬ 
ceeded to bring inl<) subjection the countries to the 
eastward, including the fertile districts situate be¬ 
tween Pegue and the Three Pagodas, wliich were 
the ancient hound;u'ies of tlie Pegue and Siam, or 
Yootha, tenitories. Talabaan liad fled to Mar¬ 
taban, where his influence was still considerable, 
and hiii^enterpriHing spirit rendered him an ene¬ 
my not to he despised. This chief, on the ap¬ 
proach of Alompra, finding that he had not force 
«uflicie|^t to oppose the Birmans, fled into the 
woods, leaving behind him some of his family, 
and many persons who were attached to his 
cause. Alompra seized on these, and, coifforina- 
hly to the bai-barous custom of imtions of tlie East, 
the innocent were condemned to sufler for thef 
guilty: the unfortunate Talabaan was sumpion- 
ed to surrender, and menaces of destruction, 
in cjise of refusal, were held out agninst sut*h of 
his family and adherents as had fallen into the con- 
• von I. n 
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qnerov's power. 'Flie djinjpjr to which life dear- 
' est connexions •thus became exposed, suppressed 
in Talabaan’s mind all personal apprehension; he 
BuiTcndered himself a voluntary prisoner, to pre¬ 
serve those whom he loved pore than life. When 
brought into the royal presence, with unshaken 
but re’^fectful resolution, he demanded the release 
of his friends, and his owm sentence. 
struck with such an instance of magnanimity, ge¬ 
nerously forgave him, and ordered the captives to 
be libemted. He afterwards raised Talahaan to a 
distinguished station in his own semce; the du¬ 
ties of which that general executed during the 
refgn of Alompra with strict fidelity, although he’ 
was afterwards instrumental iu exciting a rebellion 
gainst bis successor. ^ « 
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CHAPTER IL 

ARTICLES OF COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE SIGN¬ 
ED BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND THE BUR¬ 
MESE-REVOLT OF THE PEGUERS-QUELLED 

BY ALOMPIIA-BRITISH SETTLEMENT AT NE- 

GRAIS—MASSACRE OF THE ENGLISH—WAR 
BETWEEN THE BURMANS AN* SIAMESE—COiV^ 

TINUED SUCCESSES OF AL0MP3A-HIS DEATH 

—AND CHARACTER. 

The English interests in India were at this time 
suspended in a doulitful scale. Little could be spa¬ 
red from the coast of^Coromandel, then the theatre 
of most important struggles, to aid distant colonies, 
and tMipport precarious projects; Negrais was in 
consequence neglected, though not yet abandoned. 
The Talien or Pegue government, by the surren- 
•der of •their capital, being now extinct, it became 
necessary for foreigners to conciliate the new sove¬ 
reign. Alompra had summoned Mr Newton, * re- 
udent on the pait of the East India Company at 


^ Mr Hrooke had retired: and Captain Howe, \vli6 
succeeded Mr Brooke, had died. Mr Newton was only 
eventual resident. A Mr W, Roberts was intended for 
tliat charge. 11c, however, was killed at tlic siege Ma» 
dras; and from that period Nograis was neglected. Mr 
Brooke and Ca{>tain Ilowo had the reputation of being 
fery honourable men. 



52 embassy to ava. 

Negrais, to attend him at Plrome- Mr Newton tte- 
puted Ensign Lyster to the Birman chief, with pre¬ 
sents, and instructions to obtain for the Company 
the settlement of Negrais, with certain immunities 
and privileges of trade. " ^ 

In pin'suance of his orders, Ensign Lyster left 
Negniis'on the 27th day of June 1757, and pro¬ 
ceeded in the Mary schooner as far as Persaim'/ or 
Bassien, where he was detained until the 13th of 
July, waiting for a person named Antonio, a na¬ 
tive descendant of a Portuguese family, who was 
employed by the Birman government in the capa- 
^city of interpreter, and, in consequence of that of- 
£cV, possessed some share of power and influence. 
This man wjis charged with the provision of boats, 
ahd the sSfe conduct of the deputation. Matters 
being at length in readiness, Ensign Lyster, with 
Ills attcMidants, embarked on hoard four boats, ill 
equijjiped against the tempestuous and rainy wea¬ 
ther which prevailed at that season of the year. 
Neai’ly at the same time, accounts reached Alora- 
pra, that symptoms of disaffection had agtila been 
manifested by the Cassayers, on the west bank of 
the Kceii-Duem. Leaving the command of Ran¬ 
goon, now considered the capital of the Peguo 
province, to a general named Namdeoda, with a 
respectable force to check the Peguers, he depart¬ 
ed from Rangoon in the middle of July. On the 
23d, Ensign Lyster, who had suffered great incon¬ 
venience from the want of a commodious boat at 
this stormy season, met the king on his way up the 
river, ‘^nd was honoured with an audience on board 
the royal barge: at wliicb, though from circum¬ 
stances, little pomp of royalty could be displayed 
yet his majesty assumed a lofty tone, boasted of 
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Ibs invincihte prowrsa, and enumerated the royal • 
captires of the Peg,ue family, who were led pri¬ 
soners in his train. Aft<ir askinf^ several qmistiona^ 
he postponed the fiirthcr discussion of business to 
a futpre day, and directed Ensifpi Lyster to follow 
him. On the 29tli ftie kinj? halted at Loonzay, 
where the Englisli deputy was honoured With a se¬ 
cond adiyission to thotfoyal presence. At this con¬ 
versation Alompra upbraided Ensign Lyster with 
the conduct of liis countrymen, in giving encou¬ 
ragement and protection to the disaffected Peguers. 
Having ordered presents of a trivial value to be 
presented in return for tliose brought from Negrais, 
he referred the deputy to AntoHio, and the Birman 
governor of Peraaim, for a ratification and final ad¬ 
justment of the ti*eaty. 15<yng pressed in point 6f 
time, the King departed from I-«oonzay on the fol¬ 
lowing morning, and left tlie delegate of the Eng¬ 
lish factory to complete his mission with the Por¬ 
tuguese shawbunder,^* and the governor of the pro¬ 
vince. 

A^itar some unnecessary delay, said to he occa¬ 
sioned by the fraud and avarice of the governor of 
Peraaim, or more probably Antonio the interpreter, 
• an inslpnimciit was formally executed, consisting of 
nine distinct articles. Some valuable commercial 
immunities were by these (‘oded to the Indja Com¬ 
pany ; the island of Negrais was granted to them 
m perpetuity, together with a piece of ground op¬ 
posite to the old town of Persaini, for the puipose 
of erecting a factory: in retm*n for which, the 

* ** Tntcndant of tho port. ** This is a Mussiilman 
term, understood in all the sea-ports of the £ast. It is 
^led Ackaw'oon in the Birman language. 

£2 
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Compaiiy engaged to pay an annual tribute, con¬ 
sisting of ordnance and military stores. A parti¬ 
cular clause specified, that aid should he given to 
the Birmans against the King of Tavoy ♦. 

This agreement, the conduct and completion of 
which seem to have been influenced by the undig¬ 
nified application of a bribe to the intermediate 
agents, appears to have received the efitire sanc¬ 
tion and authority of the King. Negrais, in con- 
foiTuity with the tenor of the compact, was conti¬ 
nued in the possession of the English; and, on the 
22d of August 1757, Ensign Lyster measured the 
^nllotted portion of gi*oun(l, on which the British^ 
colours were hoisted, and three volleys of small 
arms fired, to solemnize the act of occupancy; 

Elated with success, Alompra returned to Mon- 
chaboo, now the seat of imperial government. Af¬ 
ter some months spent in enacting laws, and regu¬ 
lating the internal police of the kingdom, he took 
up arms against the Cassayeu, and, proceeding up 
the Keen-Duem with a fleet of boats, laid ^vastc 
the western bank, burning vill^es, and capturing 
such of the inhabitants as could not save them¬ 
selves by flight. Having landed his troops,^he was, 
preparing to advance to Mimnepoora, the capital 
of Cassay, when information arrived that the Pe- 
giiers I'tftd revolted, and, in their attempts to throw 
off the yoke, had defeated Namdeoda, and met 
?vith such success as threatened the loss of those 
territories which his valour had lately acquired. 

* "yavoy, now in possession of the Birmans, seems to 
have once been an independent principality, and was re- 
cogiiised as such by the iOnglisii in the year 1753. It pro¬ 
bably owed its transitory independence to tUc wars that 
*’®gp4. between the greater powers. 
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Thrs mteltij^enre induced him to abandon his views 
to the westward of tlio Keeii-Duom, and return 
expeditiously to the southern provinces. « 

Jt was supposed by the Birmans, and perhaps 
not without good grt^inds, that this insurrection 
ok the Pegners, afttn* the dopai’ture of Aloinpra, 
sprung not less from the instigation of othA*s, tiian 
frodi thrtr own natift-al desire of emancipation. 
Crowds of fugitives had fled from the fury of the 
Binnans, and taken shelter in the Siam country; 
some had settled on the east borders of the Sitang 
river; otliers found an asylum in the province of 
Martaban; and many wandered, with their fami¬ 
lies and flocks, over uncultivated plains, and through 
deej>» forests, without any fixed abode, or other 
preference of a j)lace, than as? it afforded them pro¬ 
tection from their persecutors, and pasturage for 
tlicir cattle. 

The absence of Alompra was deemed a favour¬ 
able juncture to inak« the attempt, and the Siamese 
were not unlikely to cncoui’age the undeitaking. 
TJie l^f^guere in the neiglibourhood of Dalla and 
Rangoon rose suddenly, massacred many of the 
Birmans, and, engaging Namdeoda, beat him in a 
pitchofS battle. This general after his defeat fled 
to Heuzada, whilst Rangoon, Dalla, and Syriain 
again experienced a temporary change of masters. 

Nor were the English at Negrais exempt from 
suspicion of being instrumental in bringing abouj; 
this insurrection. No acts of publicity, however, 
liave, on any occasion, been established against 
them. Love of gain might have prompted* indi¬ 
viduals privately to sell arms and ammunition to 
tile Peguera; and these transactions, if such did 
take place, were pnJbably represented to the*Bir- 
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mtiD monarch as iiistauci^s of national perfi<ly, and 
the Kn^lisli descnbiMl as a people hostile to his 
government, and conspiring to eftect its over¬ 
throw. 

Tlie news of Alorapra’s nj^proach dissipate^ this 
ti*ansient gleam of success. ^Naiinlcoda, reinforced 
by tre(m)s and supplies from tlie northward, collect¬ 
ed his followers at Henzada, and niarchtyl tow^'ds 
Rangoon. The army of the Peguers wsw encamped 
a little above the city, and their boats were drawn 
lip to defend the stocbide on the side of tlic river. 
An irregular but seven* engagement ensued, which 
terminated in the overthrow of the Peguers. The 
-Kirmans again obtoined possession of the city of- 
Rangoon; DaJla and Syriain fell in course ; and 
ijhe arrival of Alompra, soon after, finally crashed 
an insuiTection Avhich* at first was attended with 
formidable appearances. 

About this time Mr \Miltehill, whoso conduct 
on former occasions had given so much umbrage 
to the Birman chief, either supposing that the 
transactions were forgotten, or that he sli^-tid he 
able to justify tin? part he had acted, revisited Rau- 
goon in a small vessel laden with such commodi¬ 
ties as were suited to tlie market. Whatever might ‘ 
have he(*ii the motives of his return, lie was mis¬ 
taken in tlic consequences. Alompra, being ap¬ 
prised Cf his arrival, ordered the vesse' to he seiz¬ 
ed, and Mr Whitehill made prisoner. He was sent 
ap in close confinement to Proine, wliere he met 
the king r(*tumiiig from Monchahoo, The despot 
on this occasion displayed unexpected moderation ; 
he s]iAred the life of his prisoner, but compelled 
^ him to pay a lieiivy ransom ; Ids ]iroperty also was 
cotdiscat(;d, logotlicr with the vessel that convoyfA 
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^ira. Some time aftcrwarda he was permitted to 
depart in a Dutch sliip. 

7'he afi'airw of the Thitish government in India 
WTTe by no means in such a state of prosperity, as 
to u11«w of sending th§ supplies that were neces¬ 
sary for the effectual support of the settlement at 
Nograis. Every nerve was on the stretch t<? ftiaiii- 
tairi^ in the Caniatic,«the claims of Mahomnied 
Ally against the French ; it was therefore deemed 
expedient, for the present, to withdraw the set¬ 
tlers from Negrais. Captain Newton was accord¬ 
ingly recalled, and reached Bengal on the 14th of 
May 1759, with thirty-five Europeans, and seventy 
natives; having left a few persorfe to take care ot 
the t^k-tiinhers, and materials* for ship-huildiug, 
that could not coifvcniently ^hc removed, and tef 
2 >reservc the right of possession, in case it should 
he determined at any future period to reestablish 
the settle m<mt. 

The tragical catast:^pphe that followed, presents 
IIS with an instance of the sanguinary and cniel 
dispobifft^ii that jealousy inspires, wlien rival inte¬ 
rests are to be maintained by the wts of policy and 
fraud, rather than by open fore-e of arms. The 
j\rineiife.n8, the Jens of the East, a description 
of men subtle, faitliless, and indefatigable, whoso 
industry is usually seconded by a competent capa¬ 
city, beheld with a malignant eye the progress of 
European colonies, thrc'atening the annihilation of 
that influence which they had supported for a long* 
series of years, in the administration both of the 
Pegue and Birman governments. Amongst ^ese, 
Coja Pochas and Coja Gregory are represented to 
liy.ve been conspicuonsly active in their efforts to 
defeat th^ views and depjrociatd the credit of^ the 
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English ; tlie fcittor, in particulai', who liad obtoin- 
<mI a/-onsideral)le ofliVce, and carried some weight 
hi the coiincilg of Alompra, especially in what re¬ 
lated to stimigers, as soon as the affairs of the 
French were mined beyond redemption, adapted 
the policy of attaching to him the few Frenchmen 
whom Alompra had spared, in order to render 
them instriiiiK‘ntal to the dtfstmetion of^the F>ng- 
lish, now the favoured nation. Laveene, the youth 
before mentioned as having been left at Dagon by 
Boumo an liostage for liis fidelity, instead of fall¬ 
ing the victim of retaliation, had been kindly treat¬ 
ed by the conqueror, who, pleased with liis ap¬ 
pearance and vivttcity, early promoted him to a 
commission in the guards that attended on bis per¬ 
son. The young man is said to have imbibed the 
strongest prejudices of his nation against the Eng- 
glish ; and in liim Coja Gregory found an apt iu- 
struinont to execute his purjioses. 

Soon after the return of Captain Newton with 
his party, the government of Bengal thought pro¬ 
per to send Mr Southby to Negrais, to t«rf3 care 
of the timbers and shqiping materials collected 
tliere for the use of the Company, and to retain pos¬ 
session of the settlement. The Victorisi snow, 
Alves master, was despatched on tliis service, with 
orders to convey Mr Southby to Negi’ais. Dm’iiig 
her passage the snow suffered severely from a vio¬ 
lent gale of wind. On the 4th of October she an¬ 
chored in tlie haibour of Negi’ais, in a very shat¬ 
tered and disti’essed condition. Happily for her, 
the Shaftesbury East ludiaman was at this time in 
the haiboiir, having put into Negrais for the pur¬ 
pose of procuring a supply of provisions and water. 

Mr Southby disembarked on the evening of his 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


59 


arrival, and next day landed his ba^rgagc. Anto¬ 
nio the iiitcrjireter, of whom mention has already 
been made, came down to Negi-ais to meet him, 
and, hein^ a man of some officijil impoitanccj was 
treatej with civility and attention by Mr Hope, at 
this time in the temporary charge of the settle¬ 
ment, as well as by Mr Southby, the new^rcsi- 
denttt Tl^i pretext for#the journey was, to deliver 
a letter to the English chief, from the king. This 
letter, however, was a forgery, to give plausibility 
to the visit, and afford an opportunity of carrying 
into execution the horrid plot witlji which he w^ui 
intrusted. 

llie address and seci^cy with fvhich the intend¬ 
ed mfttsacro was concerted, gave no room for tak¬ 
ing any precaution^ Antonio, who liad paid a* 
visit to Mr Southby on the morning of the 6th, 
was invited by him to dinner on the same day, at 
a temporary building belonging to the English. 
Wliilst the entertainment waa serving up, tlio 
treacherous guest withdrew. At that instant a 
numbe-Mf armed Birmans rushed into tlie room, 
and put Messrs Southby and Hope to death. This 
transaction took place in an upper apailment.— 
Messrs aliobertson and Briggs happened to be l>e- 
low, with eight Europeans of inferior note. A 
6cj)arate attack was made on these by another set 
of assassins, in which five Europeans were slain. 
The rest, with Mr llobertson and Mr Briggs, shut 
themselves in a go down, or storeroom, where they 
continued on the dcfenf’ive until the afternoon, 
W'hen, receiving a solemn assurance that their lives 
should bo spared, they surrendered, and expe¬ 
rienced the utmost bratalitv of treatment from the 
murderers. Mr Briggs being w ounded, and un- 
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able to move with the alertness reqnfre<l of him, 
was knocked down, and a period put to hia sufter- 
iiii>a, by liavdri" a spear run throiit*}! his body; the 
rest wtire escorted to tlie water side, where Anto¬ 
nio, who had retired when tlt/e massacrrc cum- 
nienced, was waiting with It boat to receive them. 
This f 'llovv had the humanity to unchain the pri¬ 
soners, and pursued his jouney with them to^Da- 
gon or Rangoon, wliere he expected to find the 
king, and doubtless to receive a reward for the 
meritorious part he had acted. 

A midshipman, of the crew of the Shafteshuiy, 
was about to enter the liouse when the slaughter 
commenced ; hut on hearing the cries of his coun¬ 
trymen, and percttiving the danger, he fled to the 
water side, wounded by a spear that was cast at 
him in his retreat. The Shaftesbury s pinnace 
brought away the midshipman, witli several black 
people belonging to the settlement, the fury of the 
murderers bemg indiscriminately levelled against 
Europeans and their Indian attendants. The long¬ 
boat also, that had brought on shore 8omfu>f Mr 
Southhy s liaggage, was fortunate enough to push 
oft' before the Birmans could get possession of 
her, and letting the ensign fly with the* Unior 
downwards, gave intimation to the ship, by that 
' token, of some unexpected mischance. 

The Birmans thus becoming masters of the for¬ 
tified works, and having dispersed or put to death 
aJl the settlers, tunicd .the guns of the battery, nine 
in number, against the Sh^tesbury. In the i)er- 
formance of tins service, Laveene, the Frenchman, 
was conspicuously active; indeed, tlie whole of 
tliis diabolic as^iasMinstion seems to liave been exe¬ 
cuted under his direction. It was iifterwards ascer- 
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tninoil, that when the English were surprised hiuI 
overpowered by the Birmans, this man ruslied into 
tlje works at the head of a body of banditti, and 
completed the slaughter. The precision wilh 
whicl^tlie guas wjerc pointed, sufficiently demon¬ 
strated that he who hact the management was not 
deficient in the art of gunnery. The Shaft^idjuiy 
retugied ^lie fire, but ^suffered considerably from 
that of the enemy; tlie second officer was killed, 
the running rigging damaged, and nine shots re¬ 
ceived between wind and water. Many of the Bir¬ 
mans ai*e said to have fallen by the fire from tlie 
ship. The action continued till dark, and was re¬ 
newed next morning on the pairt of the enemy, 
I'lie Shaftesbury, having unmoQi'ed iii the night, 
weighed at day-ligUt, and dropped down with thew 
ebb to the mouth of tlio hai'Bour, where, beyond 
the range of shot, she rode secure : the Victoria 
snow now followed her example. 

On the 16th of October 1759, the Shaftesbury 
sailed, and the VictAia proceeded to Diamond 
Island ^ procure water and ballast. Whilst they 
were at tliis place, a small vessel was perceived 
standing into the harbour of Negnds. Captain 
Selves humanely sent to warn her of the daiig<u’; 
hut before the intelligence could reacli her, she 
had cast anchor wdthin the harbour. It docs not 
however appeal* that the Birmans had any*inten¬ 
tion of doing further mischief. They contented 
themselves with setting fire to the place, and a-* 
bandoned it on the night that the vessel arrived. 
In a few days Captain Alves returne<l from Dia¬ 
mond Island to Negrais; whore, venturing on s^iore, 
he was shocked at the sight of the unburled and 

* VOL. I. V 
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manglwl of lus unhappy countrymen. A- 

niongst tliese lie recognised the remains of Messrs 
Southhy, Hope, and Hrigg-s ; the bodi(‘s of near 
100 natives, who liad been attached to tlic settle¬ 
ment in various capacities,^ lay scattered around; 
the boats, buildings, gun-carriages, and every tleng 
combiil^tible, were consumed, except the teak- 
timbers belonging to the C'ompany, wh*cli would 
not easily take fire, and were too heavy to be re¬ 
moved. Some Birman boats appearing in sight, 
Captain Alves tliought it most prudent to depart; 
he accordingly weighed anchor, and leaving the 
shore that had proved so fatal to bis friends, pro¬ 
secuted bis voyage to Bengal, where he arrived on 
the 10th of Noveiliber 1759. 

® After 80 many prtjofs of a friendly disposition, 
the assurances given to Captain Baker, and the 
compact concluded with Eusign Lystnv, it is rea¬ 
sonable to suppose, that some acts of hostility, not 
tlioroughly explained, must have been committed, 
or that very plausible misrepresentations must have 
been used, to excite tlie Birman monarch "to take 
such sanguinary revenge. Tliat Gregory, the Ar¬ 
menian, was the principal instigator, is a fact of 
which no native of the country, who renifeinbcrs 
the transaction, entertains the sinallcst doubt; as 
well that Laveene was the principal agent and 
instrument of execution. It is said that the for¬ 
mer accused Mr Hope, who commanded after the 
depailure of Lieutenant Newton, of having sup¬ 
plied the Peguers with provisions, and sold to them 
four or five hundred muskets ; that he had taken 
pains to instil into his Majesty's mind, a persua¬ 
sion that the English were a designing and danger¬ 
ous peof)le j who, ha%ing acquired Indian territory^, 
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fii’sfc by fi*aud, and afterwards by vif)lencc, meditat¬ 
ed the practiee of similar treachery upon them : 
and oidy waited a fit opportunity to wrest ^’om 
him his empire, and enslave his subjects, as they 
]jad recently done jin the instance of the unsuspect- 
in«y and abused Mogulf He also added, that the 
Governor of Nejjfrais prevented vessels fron^ going 
up t^ Unssien, by wdiicj^ the royal revenue was de¬ 
frauded. riicso arguments, whether gi'oundless oi‘ 
founded, were sufficiently plausible to produce 
the desired effect; and there is but too much 
reason to think that some provocation had been 
given, though perhaps of a trivial nature, and cer¬ 
tainly not sufficient to wan*ant afstep unjustifiable 
by every law, Imman and divinew 

Wfien Aloinpra,,after retuniing from the Cas-* 
say country, found his presence required in the 
soulhem provinces, he left his eldest son, Nam- 
dogf*e Praw, to govern Monchahoo during his 
absence. Attended by his second son, Shemhuau 
Praw, and the female pai*t of his family, he then 
proce(.*4^<l on his expedition to Tavoy, a sea-port 
on the eastern coast of the gulf of Martaban, 
which had been wrested from the Siamese by the 
43irmaivi. Many Peguers had taken refuge there 
from the persecution they experienced in tlie dis¬ 
tricts of Dalla, Rangoon, Pegue, and Tallowmiou. 
Encouraged by the first successes of the* insur¬ 
gents, and secretly instigated by the Siamese, the 
Ririnan commandant threw off his allegiance, and* 
declared himself independent. Alompra sent a 
large detachment by land, under Meinla Raja, a- 
gainst Tavoy; and also a considerable niaritime 
force to act in concert, commanded by Namdeoda. 
7Tie previous defeat of the Peguers at Rangoon 
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)iad tcncl<'d to diHlicartcn t)ic rel»elfl. Whon Moiida 
Raja Jiad advaiieed as far as Killopoung^, v/ithiii 
one day's march of Tavoy, the coniiiiaiulant cami^ 
out in a supplicating^ form to meet iiini, and sur¬ 
rendered without any stipulation; he was> after¬ 
wards put to death by order of Alompra- „ 

Aftfer the junction of tlio forces under Meinla 
Raja and Nanideoda, Alompra sent his women, 
ancl the younger part of Ins family, back to Mon- 
chaboo, and, accompanied by Shembuan Praw, 
joined the army at Tavoy. Havinp: now a formi¬ 
dable force collected and embodied, he determined 
to cliastise the Siamese for the encouragement they 
ha<l given to his‘rebellious subjects. He accused 
them of affording protection to delinquents pud fu¬ 
gitives, and of secretly ahettirig the Peguers in all 
their hostile machinations against his authority. 
Under this plea he ordered the fleet to sail to 
Mergiii, a sea-port belonging to the Siamese, si¬ 
tuated south of Tavoy, whilst the army advanced 
l)y land. Mergui, being ill fortified, was easily 
taken. Leaving a gaiTison for its defeftce, the 
Birmans marched against Tenasserem, a large and 
populous town, surrounded by a wall and stock¬ 
ade ; notwithstanding which it made but feeble 
resistance. 

These conquests being achieved, Alompra de¬ 
termined to cross the peninsula, and carry tlje 
war into the heart of the enemy’s country. After 
a very short halt at Tenasserem, he undertook an 
expedition against the capital of Siam. Tlie ene¬ 
my impeded his progress hy harassing his troops, 
and endeavouring to distress him in his route, 
without venturhig on a decisive ac‘tion. A month 
olapseil before he reached tlie of tho me- 
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tropolis, which was well prepared to sustain a vi¬ 
gorous siege. Providence, liowever, inttMposetl, 
and, hy abridging tlie days of the conqueror, in all 
probability saved the Siamese from total destfuc- 
tioiu ^Two days after the Bii-inan army had erect¬ 
ed tlieir stockades, Alompra was taken ill of a dis¬ 
ease, which in the event proved moilal; ♦life na¬ 
tive^ call ^t Taungnaa,^id describe it as a species 
of scrofula. On the first attack, Alompra fore¬ 
saw tliat Ids end was drawing nigh. He gave or¬ 
ders for an immediate retreat, in the expectation of 
reaching his capital alive, and of being able to set¬ 
tle ids succession, and adjust tlie affairs of his em¬ 
pire in such a inamier as to avtn't the calamities 
of civil discord after his decease. On his return, 
he did not pui*sue the route hy which he had ad-^ 
vanced, but took a direct road by tlie way of 
Keintubbien, and the Three Pagodas, whicli are 
considered as the boumlaries between the Yoodia 
(or Siam proper) ant^ Birman countries. Ills in¬ 
tentions, however, were frustrated; the ajiproaches 
of mortality were too rapid ; he gi*ew worse ; and 
death overtook him within two days’ march of 
Martaban, where he expired about the 15th of 
May lyCO, and carried with him to the grave the 
regrets of his people, to whom lie was justly en¬ 
deared. ^ 

Considering the limited progress Cliat the Bir¬ 
mans had yet made in arts that refine, and scicnice 
that tends to expand the human mind, Aloinjira, 
whether viewed in the light of a politician, or a 
soldier, is wndoubtcdly entitled to respect. ^The 
wisdom of Ins councils secured what his valour 
had acquired. He was not more eager fur cou- 
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quent, t)ian attcntivo to tlic improvement of his 
teriitories and tlie prosperity of liis people. He 
issued a severe ediet against gambling, and pro- 
liibited the use of spirituous liquors tbrougbout bU 
dominions. He reformed die rhooms, or courts of 
justice; he abridged the power o<^ magistrates, end 
forbade them to decide at their private bouses on 
criminal causes, or on property where the nu\t)unL 
exceeded a specilied sum. Eveiy process of im¬ 
portance was decided in public, and every decree 
registered. His reign was short, but vigorous; 
and bad bis life been prolonged, it is })robal)]e that 
his country would at this day have been farther 
advanced in national refinement, and the liberal 
arts. 

Alompra did not .Uve to cdmplete bis fiftieth 
year. His person, sti’ong and well proportioned, 
exceeded the middle size; his features were coarse, 
his complexion dai'k, and bis countenance satur¬ 
nine ; and there was a dignity in his deportment 
that became his high station. In liis temper, ho 
is said so have been prone to anger; in revenge, 
implacable; and in punishing faults, remorseless 
and severe. The latter part of his character may 
perhaps have arisen as much from the necessities 
of his situation, os from a disposition by nature 
cruel, c He who acquires a tlironc by an act of 
individual boldness, is commonly obliged to main¬ 
tain it by ten’or. The right of assumjition is guard¬ 
ed with more jealousy than tliat of prescription. 
If we except the last act of severity .towards tlie 
English settleis, bis conduct, on most occasions, 
seemed to be marked by moderation and forbeai'- 
ance. Even in that one disgraceful instance, bo 
apDoared to have been instigutod by the persua- 
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Hions of otlicrs, ruther than by llie dictates of a 
vindictive mind ; and it is manifest, from the cx- 
proNsions of his successor, on a public occasion, 
that it never was his intention to consign the’ in¬ 
nocent witli the supplied guilty, to the same in- 
ditscriminate and sanguinary fate. 

lie the private character of Alompra fviiat it 
may, his iieroic actions give him an indisputable 
claim to no mean rank among the most distinguish¬ 
ed personages in the page of histoiy. His firm¬ 
ness cmancipatiid a whole nation from servitude ; 
and, inspired by his bravery, the oppressed, in their 
tuni, subdued their oppres^rs. Like the deliverer 
of Sweden, with his gdlaut haifirl of Dalecarlians, 
he fcvjght for that, which experfeiice tells us rouses 
the human breast *bbove evcijry other stimulant tt> 
deeds of daring valour. Private injuiies, personal 
animosities, commercial emulation, wars of regal 
policy, are petty provocations, compai-ed to thi.t 
which animates the ly^8entment of a people whose 
liberties are assailed, whose right to govern them¬ 
selves 'is wrestled from them, and who are forced 
to bend beneath the tyranny of a foreign yoke. 
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CHAPTEfl III. 

SUCCESSION OFNAMDOGEE PRAW TOTIIE THRONE 

-UNSUCCESSFUL REBELLION OF SHEMRUAN 

AND NUTTOON-MISSION OF CAPTAIN ALVES 

FROM MADRAS? TO*rHE BURMAN EMPIRE- 

HIS INTERVIEW WITH THE KING-SETTLE¬ 
MENT OF THE ENGLISH AT PERSAIM-DEATH 

V 

OF NUTTOON—OTHER DISTURBANCES IN THE 
EMPIRE-DEATH OF NAMDOGEE PRAW. 

The decease of an eastern monarch commonly 
sei'ves as a beacon to light up the flame of civil 
discord. Ilic letter of the Birman law iminuta- 
hly vests tlie right of succession in the lieirs male. 
Laws, however, in all countries, are made snb- 
servieiit to power. Neither the mandates <’f law, 
nor the claims of equity, can curb the career of 
restless ambition. Shembuan, the sce,ond son of 
the late king, who was with the armv at the time 
of his father's (h^tniso, entloiivoiired to influouco 
the troops in his favour. Having gained over a 
part, he issued a proclamation declaratory of his 
right to the throne, on tlie grounds, lliat Alornpra 
had, on his deatlihed, nominated him to he hissuc- 
ccKSor. In this step lie was prematMie, and his 
measures weio ill concerted. The ardour of youih 
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seems to have blinded the prince to the dictates of 
pnidence, as well as to the duty and allegiance ho 
owed his elder brother, aiul lawful sovereign. He 
soon found that he had been deceived ; that his 
followers were not firjn in his interest; and that, 
e)i;en if they had been sincere, they were not siif- 
ficicTitly powerful to support his preiensioiif!i.« He 
tliejK'forcrhastened to« repair his eiTor by timely 
submission, which his brother, tlirough the inter¬ 
cession of their mother, was prevailed on to accept. 
Shortly after, Shemhuaii was restored to favour, 
and 110 mention is made of his ever attempting, a 
second time, to disturb the goveruoeiit of his bro- 
tlier. • 

Njimdogce Praw', although his brother s desighs 
were fiiistrated, found in a less dignified subject a 
still more dangerous competitor. A rebellion that 
bore a senous aspect was planned and executed by 
a person of superior capacity. Meinla Ilnja, sni- 
named Nuttoon, a general high in the good graces 
of the deceased monai'ch, commanded the rear of 
the army that was returning from Siam. Namdo- 
gee, had always harboured an enmity towai'ds this 
man, who, sensible that he could expect no protec- 
*tion against the resentment of a vindictive despot, 
and possessing a considerable share of popularity, 
determined to contend for empire witli his new so¬ 
vereign. Wlien cei*tain intelligence arrivetl of the 
actual decease of Aloitipra, instead of proceeding 
to llangoon, where boats were provided to trans¬ 
port the army up the In*awaddy, he marched witli* 
the utmost expedition, at the head of the division 
of tlie army under Ids command, to Tonglio, and 
^ooh possession of that fort., which is accounted the 
strongest in the Binnan empdre. Encouraged by 
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the alacrity witli which the sohliera espouactl his 
cause, and anxious to piisli his rising fortunes, he 
left a garrison in the fort, and advanced by forced 
.marches towards the capital: as he ap[)roache«l his 
party strengthened, and tlic fortifications of Ava 
were sun’endered to liim without resistance. 

Ntundog’ce Praw was at this time at Monchahoo, 
making levies to oppose the insurgents. Affairs, 
however, were not yet in a state of sufnceint for¬ 
wardness to enable him to take the field, as he 
placed his chief reliance on the arrival of the loyal 
division of the army that had embai'ked, and were 
on the way from Rangoon; but the progress they 
made against a rapid stream w'as slow, in compari¬ 
son to the celerity of a hold adventurer, whose suc¬ 
cess depende<l on his expedition and prompticude. 

Tlie distance from’Rangoon to Monchahoo, by 
th<? Irrawaddy, is about .500 miles. In the months 
of June, July and August, the river, which, in 
tlie hot and dry seasons, like the Ganges, winds 
ov'er its sandy bed a slow and sluggish stream, as 
soon as the mountain torrents fall, swells over the 
sunmiits of its hanks, inundates the adjacent coun¬ 
try, and rolls down an impetuous current, imcheck- 
e(l till it approaches the sea, and is repelled by the 
influence of the flowing tide. Such violence would 

insurmountable, and must render the navigation 
of the river dming this period impracticable, were 
it not counteracted by the strength t)f the south¬ 
west monsoon. Assisted by this wind, and cauti¬ 
ously keeping within the efldles of the banl^, the 
Birman bouts use their sails, and frequently make 
a more expeditious passage at tliis, than at any other 
season of the year. 

The division of the army that embarked at Raa- 
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i^oon ivached ChagainjfTj a lai’ge fortified town on 
the west bank of the In’awaddy, opposite to Ava, 
shortly after the latter city liad fallen into the hanids 
of Nuttoon ; whom the breadth of the river, and a 
want of boats, pr^ent^ from takinoj any etiectual 
mi^i^ures to oppose the junction of this detach¬ 
ment with the royal stainlard. Naindogee’Praw, 
when advised of theii* approach, marched down 
from Monchaboo with the troops and boats that 
had been collected. Strengthened by this union, 
the King’s force consi<lei’ably exceeded that of the 
rebel general; especially as the numerous fleet that 
commanded the river not only secured the safe em¬ 
barkation and landing of men anS stores, hut like¬ 
wise ^t oft* all supplies by that* channel from the 
enemy. These disadvantage^ depressed the spirits* 
of Nuttoon’s adhfirents. A party of Namdogee 
Praw’s forces having crossed the river, an in-egulai* 
action took place, which ended so little in favour 
of the adventurer, th%t ho threw himself into the 
fort of Ava, and, no longer able to keep the field, 
prepared to act a defensive part, relying on the ar¬ 
rival of succours from Siam, a quarter to which he 
had applied with earnest solicitation. 

* The^ occuiTeiices occupied little more than two 
months, from the middle of May, the date of Alorn- 
pra’s decease, to the end of July; about whicji time 
the engagement happened that obliged Nuttoon to 
withdraw from the field, and seek security in the 
walls of Ava. 

Whatever might have been their inchnation, the 
English settlements of India were not, at this junc¬ 
ture, in circumstances to revenge the murder of 
tljeir servants, and cxjict retribution for the insult 
offered to their flag. Perhaps, also, they wer<i not 
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ignorant that a disctiHKion of the caueos niiglit only 
produce useless explanations; a cunjecture that is 
in some degree coiToboratexl, by there being no 
steps taken at any subsequent period, when tlie 
British superiority in Asia had cnislnuhall rivalry, 
to vindicate the national honour, and chastise the 
perpetrators of the cruelty. Humanity, howev(!r, 
urged some interference in^iorder to obtain the re¬ 
lease of the few survivors, who, on the destractioii 
of Negrais, had been canied into captivity. Policy 
also rendered it expedient to avoid an iiTeconcil- 
able breach with the Binnans, as tending to give 
the French interests an ascendancy in that quarter, 
and enable them lb gain a firmer footing in a coun¬ 
try whose maiitinie advantages, and contiguity to 
our possessions, might afi'ord J;bem opportunities 
here^ter to disturb our tranquillity and molest our 
trade. 

Captain Alves, who, in the preceding year, bad 
conveyed Mr Soutliby to Negrais, and brought back 
news of the fate of the settlers, was selected to re¬ 
turn, as the bearer of conciliatory lettera and pre¬ 
sents to the Birman monarch, from Mr Ilolwell, 
governor of Bengal, and Mr Pigot, governor of 
Madras. These letters appear to liave been couch 
ed in terms of solicitation, rather than resentment; 
the liberation of tlie Englishmen that were earned 
into confinement, was the principal request; to 
which a desire was added, that the vessel and pro- 
"perty belonging to Mr Wliitehill, confiscated by or¬ 
der of Alompra, should he restored. Mr Pigot’s 
letter, however, went farther^ and intimated expec¬ 
tation that the murderers of the English settlers 
should he hrougiit t») puni‘ liinenl; a requisition 
that was little atteiuled to, and which the Brilisti 
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government of India never mauifested any inclina¬ 
tion to enforce. 

Pursuant to his instructions, Captain Alves sail¬ 
ed from Madi-as on the lOth of May 1760. « In¬ 
stead ^f proceeding direct to Ntigrais, he shaped his 
course to the island of tamicobar, whence he sent 
a lett^f by a Dutch ship to Gregory the Annanaji, 
who Jield |he oihee of ^hawbunder, or Achawoon 
of Rangoon, informing him of his mission, and en¬ 
treating his good offices with the Birman monai'ch, 
to procure the release of the English prisonei's ; at 
the same time conciliiitiug him by a present of such 
articles as he conceived would be most acceptable. 

On the 5th of June, Captafti Alves reached 
Diamond Island, but declined entering the harbour 
of Negrais until ho acould asceitain the dispositioif 
of the natives towards the English, which, after the 
recent catastrophe, there was room to suspect. His 
doubts being removed, he sent an officer up to 
Persaim, with a letter^to Antony, the Portuguese 
superiutendant, who on receipt of it came down, 
as a mark of respect, to meet the English deputy, 
at a chokey or guard-house, near Negrais. Captain 
Alves, dissembling his knowledge of the part which 
Anton\«had acted in the late aifair, received liis 
visitor with apparent cordiality, whilst the other 
took no small pains to convince him that he was 
guiltless. After a short residence at Persaim, Cap¬ 
tain Alves received a very friendly letter from 
Mungai-Narrataw, a relation of the royal family, * 
and vested with the office of maywooii or viceroy 
of Pegue, inviting him to Rangoon; desiring him 
at the same time to bring with him the presents in¬ 
tended for the king. Tliis invitation Captain 
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Aires thought it prudent to accept; and on the 
5th of August arrived at Rangoon, where he was 
received with sufficient politeness by the viceroy, 
and made acquainted with the rebellion of Nut- 
toon, and the degraded state of public affairs at 
the capital. 

Mr dlobertson, and the soldiers wlio had escap¬ 
ed the massacre at Nogi*ais,,were at Ranjroon when 
Captain Alves anived, and, tliough under restraint, 
were by no means treated with harshness. Captain 
Alves, solicited their discharge from the riceroy ; 
who, though he could not grant the request with¬ 
out specml authority from the king, yet consented 
that Mr Robeitsoif should accompany Captain Alves 
back to Persaim : "and added, tlial there was litth3 
doubt of procuring a general reh*ase. In the com>(3 
of this communication, the viceroy gave Captain 
Alves solemn assurances, that Gregory the Anne- 
nian, by his misrepresentations and ai*tifice, was 
the principal instigator of the tragical scene at Ne- 
grais ; and that Laveeiie, who was in league with 
Gregory, was the person to whom the execution 
of the act had been committed; intimating also, 
that he himself, through the intrigues of these men, 
bad incun’ed the displeasure of the king, »on ac¬ 
count of his manifest attachment to the English 
nation.. 

Captain Alves continued at Rangocn no longer 
than was necessary: he left it on the 9th of August, 
the Maywoon having previously received from liim 
the presents intended for the Birman monarch. An 
officer belonging to the provincial court accompani¬ 
ed Captain Alves back to Persaim. 

Captain Alves, expecting to receive a summons 
to attend the golden feet, was milking preparation 
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for Ill’s journey, when Gregory the Armenian re¬ 
turned from Monchaboo, whether he had proceed¬ 
ed witli all expedition on receipt of the letter which 
Captain Alves had written from Caraicobar. ^ His 
zetil this occasion was prompted by a desire to 
prevent, if possible, any amicable an’angement; or, 
in case he should fail in that view, to make himself 
of pvsonijj consoquencK, from being the ostensible 
mediator and instrument of reconciliation. 

On receiving intelligence of the expected arrival 
of an authorized agent fi’oni the Britisli goveniinent, 
Namdogco-Praw directed Grt‘gory to return to Per- 
saim, and despatched along with him a Birman of¬ 
ficer as the bemer of an order lo Captain Alves, 
comnr^idiiig him to repair to the royal presence. 
Li the translation which Grygor)’', as inteiiiretei'? 
delivered to Captain Alves, the crafty Armenian 
introduced passages favourable to himself, attribut¬ 
ing the ohtainment of any attention to his interces¬ 
sion. These intei*pol^tioiiB were fabricated, as tlie 
imperial mandate did not even mention the name 
of Gregory. 

Tho^terms in which the royfil order was express¬ 
ed, encom-aged Captain Alves to undertalie the 
Jbumey? He accordingly left Persaim on the 22dof 
August, accompanied by Antonio the Portuguese, 
Gregory, and two Birman officera. Tlie unjiettlod 
state of the country subjected him to several un¬ 
pleasant iiitemiptions. His boat, during the course 
of the voyage, was frequently searched, with the* 
excuse of looking for contraband commodities; and 
many articles were carried away under various 
fraudulent pretences. 

. On the 22d of August, Captain Alves reached 
Chagaiiig, at that time the head-quarters of^the 
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Birman king, who with a numerous ai*my was l>e- 
sieging the rebel general in Ava; and on the 23d 
he was honoured with an audience, to deliver his 
credentials. The letters from the governors of 
Madras and Bengal were translated into the Per¬ 
sian, Portuguese, and Birman languages ; and the 
different versions caiefiilly collated. His majesty 
expressed his surprise thaA the governor ofri Ma¬ 
dras should demand satisfaction for consequences, 
which the misconduct of the Company’s sei*vauta 
had drawn upon themselves; adding, that the dis¬ 
aster of Mr Scuthby was an accident which could 
not be foreseen or guarded against; at the same 
time he used a forcible metaphor; “ for, ” says 
the Birman king, ♦ « I suppose you have seen 
diat in this country, in the wet'Season, there grows 
80 much useless grass and weeds in the fields, that 
in dry weather we are forced to burn them to clear 
the gi’ound: it sometimes happens that there are 
salubrious herbs amongst thqse noxious ivecds and 
gi-ass, ’^vhich, as they cannot easily be distinguish¬ 
ed, ai*e indisenminately consumed with the othem ; 
thus it happened to be the new governor’s lot. ” 
Compensation for Mr Whitchiirs property that had 
been confiscated, and restitution of the vessel wore 
peremptorily refused, for the alleged reason, that 
Mr Whitehill and the governor of Negrais were 
the aggi'essors: but his majesty was pleased to 
agi*ee, that the projnnty of tlie Eiist India Com- 
‘pany should he restored. Having given an order 
' for the release of all English subjects that were 
prisoners in his dominions, he desired that two of 
the most prudent should remain to take care of the 

* Journal of Captain Alves, recorded in the Bcngrl 
proceedings. 
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timbers, and reside at I'ensaim, where he con¬ 
sented to give tlio Company a gitint of as much 
ground as they might have occasion to occupy, 
under the stipulation that their cliief settlement * 
sliould he at Persaim, and not at Nem-ais. Ife as- 
signea as a reason, thSit at Negrais they would be 
exposed to the depredations of the French^ qr any 
otluT nation with wln^m the English might he at 
wai*, witlfout a possibility of his extending that 
protection to them that he wished, hut of which 
they could always have the full benefit at Persaim. 
Ill requittal for tlipse concessions, hia majesty in¬ 
timated his expectation of a regular supply of ai‘ms 
and ammunition from the English settlements, to¬ 
gether with several other products of a useful na¬ 
ture f to all whicji Captain Alves prudently ro- 
tumed a conditional acquiestence. 

Diu'ing these conferences, explanations took 
place, which created at court suspicion of the fi- 
didity of Gregory in his capacity of interpreter: a 
minute investigation lost him the confidence of his 
master, and liad nearly caused the forfeit of his 
life. Ilis disgi*ace was sudden, public, and igno¬ 
minious. 

• On .the 27th of September, Captain Alves at¬ 
tended in company with the great officers of state 
and the principal nobility, to pay his respects at 
the golden feet, as is the custom on the' annual 
feast of Saridainguite. On this day the king de¬ 
sired Captain Alves to request whatever mark of 
favour In; thought propi-r, with an assurance that 
it should be granted to him. The freedom of all 
the English sulyects having been already procured, 
Captain Alves humanely entreated the emancipa- 
• a 2 
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tion of tJjrcc Dutchmen, wlio had been captured 
by Alompra during his expedition to the Siam 
country. In compliance with his desire, an or¬ 
der was immediately issued for their release. 

The distracted and critical stafe of public affaira 
necessarily weakened the hand of power, and di- 
miniQi^hed the authority of the king. That rigid 
severity of police which chameterizes the Birman 
government became relaxed, and illicit exactions 
were imposed and levied by inferior officera, with 
little dread of punishment. Captain Alves expe¬ 
rienced in his own person the inconvenience which 
an individual, at such a juncture, may expect to 
suffer. Under frivolous pretences, his final dismis¬ 
sion was protracted; nor could he procure the pro¬ 
mised answers to the letters Qf the Governor of 
Bengal and Madras, until he had paid fees to cer¬ 
tain officers of government, who took advantage of 
the times to extort unauthorized emoluments. After 
sufifeiing much vexatious imposition, he at length, 
on the 10th of October, received in form the long 
expected documents, and on the same evening left 
Chagaing to proceed to Persaim, accompanied by 
Antonio. The mandate for liberating the English 
prisoners was punctually obeyed. There were five 
in number, two of whom, Messrs Robertson and 
Helass, Captain Alves, conformably to the pro¬ 
mise made to the Birman king, left at Persaim, to 
take care of the property belonging to the India 
Company. Oh the Ist of November he arrived at 
i Rangoon, where he was received with kindness 
and hospitality by Mungai-Narrataw, tlje viceroy. 
On the 4th he took leave of his host, and on the 
14th got to Persaim, where he again embarked, 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 79 

and, sailing from Negraia, rearlied Calcutta a few 
days before tbc <«|»iration of the year. 

In the mean while the siege of Ava was carried 
on with vigour, and the assailants were resolutely 
resisted. The ro^'al army, computed at 100/100 
men, advanced their jAockades within fifty yards 
of*the ditch. Tlie batteries, consisting of a few 
old jine and six pountjpra, casually procured from 
shipping Ht the ports, made little impression on 
the walls, which were unprovided with artillery, 
but of an uncommon thickness, being composed of 
earth and loose stones, supported by a well built 
face of brick and mortar. The water in the ditch, 
which during the rains is full, had subsided so low 
as to become fordable in sevefal places; the be¬ 
sieged made repealed attempts to cany the placy 
by storm, but were repulsed at eveiy onset. In 
these attacks many lives were lost. The rebels, 
knowing that sure destruction awaited those who 
should be taken, defended themselves obstinately; 
capitulation was not •thought of. Whenever the 
enemy advanced with intent to escalade the works, 
they poured on them melted lead, boiling petro¬ 
leum, and hot pitch, whilst a brisk fire of musket¬ 
ry annpyed them at a distance, l^e siege was 
thus protracted for seven months, Nuttoon still 
cherishing sanguine hopes of succour from tho go¬ 
vernment of Siam. 

These expectations were not realized. Sup¬ 
plies from the country failed, and want began to 
make ravages within the walls, although the maga¬ 
zines, which at the commencement of the siege 
were full, had been husbanded with tlie iitmost 
economy. Discontent is ever the concomitant of 
dibtress.. The Governor of Mayuh Oun, who had 
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embraced Nuttooii’s fortiiiio, deserted from the 
fort. Ikying to Mayah Ouii, he collected his ad¬ 
herents ; but not beinpf able to resist the royal 
forces, they set fire to the town, and betook them¬ 
selves to the woods ainl junji^les, whence they af- 
tenvards withdrew to the Kiistcra proxdnces, where 
the authority of the llirman monarch was -yet 
scarcely acknowledged. The rebels had likewise 
evacuated the fort of Tongho. Towards the end 
of the year, the gamson in Ava was reduced to 
the greatest extremity, and their numbers dimi¬ 
nished above one half by sickness, famine, and de¬ 
sertion. In this helpless state, without any chance 
of relief, Nuttoqn made his escape from the fort 
in disguise ; but bad proceeded only the distance 
of two days’ journey, when he was discovered hy 
some peasants, and brought back in fetters. The 
fort of Ava fell shortly after the flight of its com¬ 
mandant. Such of his unfortunate adherents as 
could not effect their escape, were without mercy 
put to death. Nuttoon likewise suffered the doom 
of a traitor. 

The destruction of Nuttoon did not put an end 
to the disturbances that agitatiul the Birman em¬ 
pire. A younger brother of Alompra, ^jncle t'^ 
Namdogee-Praw, who had recently been api)oint- 
ed Vic(3roy of Tongho, aspired to indepeiideiice, 
and refused to pay honuige to his hrotlier’s son. 
Whilst measur<^s were taking to reduce him, he 
suddenly dotar hed a body of troops, under a ge¬ 
neral named Balainelng-tcin, v/ho surjnised tin? 
fort of ProKic ; but tlic (Jhekey or Lieutenant of 
Shoe-dong-norlha soon after assembled a respect¬ 
able force, and compelled Balameiiig-tein to aban¬ 
don bis conquest. Namdogee-Praw rai'^ed an 
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sirmy, and, accompanied by his brother Shembuan, 
marched in person to Tonj^ho to punish tlie con¬ 
tumacy of his rebellious relation, who, not daring 
to risk an open action, shut himself within the 
walls ^f Tongbo.. After a siege of three nioifths, 
the gsuTison siurendered. Several of the ring¬ 
leaders were punished with deatli; mercy^ Jiow- 
ever.# was^ extended toi^the rebellious uncle. Tlie 
king spared his life, but during tlic rest of Iiis 
reign kept liim a close prisoner in the fort of Ava. 

The appointment of a new viceroy, and the 
arrangements necessary to the restoration of good 
order in these provinces, next occupied the atten¬ 
tion of the king. This task being accomplished, 
he resumed with his brother to Aloiicbaboo, from 
wliencc lie soon after removed the seat of inipe« 
rial government to the city ol* Chagaing, the situa¬ 
tion of which, equally convenient arid salubrious, 
enjoying a pure air, and surrounded by the most 
picturesque scenery of nature, had delighted the 
king during his late residence, whilst directing the 
operations against Ava. The three succeeding 
years of his reign were employed in reducing the 
refractory to obedience, and establishing the royal 
Authority on a firmer basis. Amongst the turbu¬ 
lent was Talabaan, tlie Pegue chieftain, who had 
formerly experienced the clemency of Alompra. 
This man, after he had been received into favour, 
was sent by the conqueror to the Martaban pro¬ 
vince, the residence of his family and friends, in¬ 
vested with an office of dignity. So long as that 
monarch lived, he conducted himself like a dutiful 
servant. The death of his sovereign, however, 
cancelled in Talahaan s breast the bonds of duty 
and gratitude; and, though faithful to the father, 
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lio look iho oarliost oj)y»ortiii\ity to rovolt sigainst 
tljo Kon. On tljis omision, lio soeuis to Iiavo lost 
his pnwlonce Avith his principles. His rebellion 
was iecble, and easily subdued; lie was made pri¬ 
soner, and at last suft’ered that djeatli Avhicli Jio hatl 
before so nairowly cseapecf. The P**^ers at Si- 
tang-^ *a very numerous body, likewise revolted, 
hut were suppressed by th^ activity of jhe vi^*(Toy 
of Pogue, without causing any serious danger to 
the state. No foreign expedition was undertaken 
by Namdogee-PraAv ; indeed the internal situation 
of Ills empire hai'dly rendered such a project prac- 
tictible. His reign was but of short duration; yet 
he is said to have diligently improved his time, 
and benefited his <:ountiy as much as circumstan- 
would admit. He died a(t his capitd about 
the month of Marcli 1764, of the same disease 
that brought his father to the grave, leaving be¬ 
hind him one son named Momieii, yet an infant. 
Of the general character of Namdogee-PraAV, peo¬ 
ple speak favourably. Bigotry is ascribed to him 
as bis principal failing. He was inflexibly severe 
on those wlio transgressed against the tenets of 
religion, or omitted aught of the respect due to the 
Hhaiiaans, its ministers. He punished slight irn* 
moralities with the rigom* due only to atrocious 
crimes. Slaying animals for the pu^po^5es of food 
Avas strictly prohibited; and a second conviction 
of drunkenness incuji’ed the iiievitiihlf! penalty of 
death. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SUCCUSSION OF SHEMBUAN TO THE THRONE— 

WAR WITH THE SIAMESE-SUCCESS OF THE 

BURMAN GENERAL-AMBITION OF THE CHI¬ 

NESE'—INVASION BY THEM SF THE BURMAN 

EMiHRE-TIIEII^ DEFEAT-REBUILDING OF* 

ANCIENT AVA-REBELLION OF THE SIAMESE 

-TREACHERY OF THE PEGUERS-ITS PU¬ 
NISHMENT-BURMAN SUCCESSES INTHEWEST 

-TRIAL, CONDEMNATION, AND DEATH OF 

THE DEPOSED KING OF PEGUE-RELIGIOUS 

CEREMONY AT RANGOON-ILLNESS AND 

DEATH OF SHEMBUAN-HIS CHARACTER. 

'ftiE inAecile minority of the legal heir to the 
throne gave liis uncle Shenibuan, wlio, as the near¬ 
est relation, became the natural guardian of the 
chilli, an opportunity to undermine the claims, and 
to usurp the right of the son of his deceased bro¬ 
ther. Shemhuan, on the demise of Naiiidogce- 
Praw, assumed the reins of goveminent witli a 
strong hand; nor is it ascertained that he ever 
acknowledged holding them in tnist for the minor. 
Whatever he might Irave done on the first asf-iimp- 
tion of regal power, he soon threw aside all dis- 
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guise, and \^'BS proclaimed and acknowledgcMl laiY- 
ftil sovereign of the Birman and Pegue nations. 

Nor would Sljembuan, who had thus unjustly 
deprived a nephmv of his birtliright, have stTuphjd 
to secure a more iii’m possession of the throne hy 
imbming his hands in innocent blood, had not a 
sister of Alompra humanely interfered, and ob¬ 
tained rhai’ge of the childf under a promise that 
he should be educated in religious obscurity among 
the Rhahaans, and never be in a situation to dis¬ 
turb the government of his uncle. 

Thus freed from the dread of competition, Shem- 
buan had leisure to follow the bent of his own dis¬ 
position, which was by nature ardent and ambi¬ 
tious. His first undertaking wiis against the Siam¬ 
ese ; assigning for the rupture tlie customary ex¬ 
cuse, tliat certain delinquent subjects of the Bir¬ 
man government, had received protection from 
them; and furtiier, that Alompra, his father, had 
enjoined his childi’cn, in liis last moments, to pro¬ 
secute tlie war against the Siamese, which he had 
been prevented by death alone from bringing to a 
successful issue. Such were the pretences, and 
perhaps as well founded as pretences for war usu¬ 
ally are. Two armies were embodied; one des¬ 
tined to invade North Siam, commanded by a ge¬ 
neral named Deebedee; the otlier proceeded to 
the soutliwai’d by Sitang and Martaban, under the 
conduct of Mtihanorlha; wJiilst a fleet of small 
vessels, fitted out for the reduction of the maritime 
towns, was intrusted to Chedookaminee. 

The equipment of these aiTnaments was not 
completed' until the commem-ement of tlw^ year 
1765; and their progress, after they were in rea¬ 
diness, was 80 slow, that notliing of importance 
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could he eflbcted during that year. In the bt^in- 
ning of the next, Deehedee oven*an the province 
of Zeinee, whilst Chedoohaminee, with the fleet, 
captured Tavoy; which, though it had heen rc- 
■ duced by Aloinpra, w^as loo remote to be retain¬ 
ed, and soon revertecT to its former possessors^ 
Thl} detachment led by Mahanortlia also .pene¬ 
trated to Tavoy by lan^, and cantoned there dm-- 
ing tfie raihs. The forces of Deehedee passed the 
wet season on the borders of‘the Yoodra country; 
these different parties were prepai’cd to act ^ in 
concert, and attempt the conquest of the Siamese 
capital. 

Whilst matters were thus tinnsacting in the 
south-east quarter, Shembuan n^arched in person 
against the Munipoi'a Cassayers ; who, taking ad-« 
vantage of the state of affair^, had thought fit to 
disclaim the yoke of foreigners, and refused to ac¬ 
knowledge the supremacy of the Birman monarch. 
Tliis entei'prise, however, appears to have been a 
predatory incursion, rSther than an invasion with 
a view of permanent conquest. Tlie stay that 
Shembuan made in the country did not exceed a 
month ; he returned, in obedience to more urgent 
c»lls, with the booty of the frontier towns, 

and accompanied by a numerous train of prisoners 
of every age and sex. 

In the beginning of the yeai' 1766, the southern 
armies commenced their operations against the 
Siamese. Dccbedee entered tlje Yoodra comitry 
by the route of Taungh'e and Mainhoot, after¬ 
wards piu-suing a more southerly direction, in or¬ 
der to efl’cet a junction with Mahancu’tba, who 
moved from Tavoy in a conv.spondiiig time. Their 

• VOL. I. 11 
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union was resolutely disputed by the Siamese; 
and Deebedee’s division suffered seriously during 
a march of fifteen days. Notwithstanding tliis re¬ 
sistance, a junction was effected ; after which they 
advanced against Siam, ^ the enemy still continu¬ 
ing to harass them in their march, hy iiTcgulai- at¬ 
tacks .*nd frequent skirmishes. Having at length 
penetrated as far as the hanks of a riveij sevpn or 
eight days’ journey from the fort, the Siamese 
tried the fortune of a general action; which, ter¬ 
minating unfavourahly, their army dispersed ; part 
retreating to Siam, whilst the remainder either 
concealed themselves in the woods, or sought se¬ 
curity in distant provinces. The consequence of 
this defeat was thfc immediate investiture of Siam 
hy the Birmans. Thp fort, by nature strong, from 
its almost insulated situation, is represented to 
have been well built, according to the Eastern 
fashion, having a good ditch, protected hy a strong 
rampart faced ivitli masonry^, and strengthened by 
equidistant towers. The artillery on cither side 
was of little use; for thougli there were a few 
guns mounted, and some brought against the 
place, yet they neither contributed to the success 
of the attack, nor the security of the defence. 
Passive blockade is the favourite system of Birman 
waifare. 

The Birman aimy had been before the city two 

* The city of Siam is frequently called by the Bitmans 
Dwarawuddy, and by the Siamese See-y-thaa, Both these 
are Pali or Shanscrit a[)pellatiouK. Most places of note 
are distinguished by two names ; one in the vulgar tongue, 
which is the most general: the oihor, a Shanscrit term, 
seldom used but by the learned, and to bo found onl; in 
books treating on religion and science. 'I'hus, Pcgiie.is 
callgd Ilcnzawuddy; Arrocan, Deniawiiddy, &c. 
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months, when Mahanoitha died. As the officer of 
highest rank, he lield the chief command, which, 
after his decease, devolvetl on Deebedee, who is 
represented as better qualified for the trust than 
his predecessor. .In a short time after this event, 
the king of Siam, panic-stnick and hopeless, ee- 
cre'tly withdrew from the fort, in order tc^ avoid 
fallin|>; int^ the bands his enemies, and, eluding 
the Birman outposts, sought refuge among the 
hills. The Siamese, thus deserted by their leader, 
offered to ca})itulate. Terms were proposed and 
accepted; a heavy mulct was imposed upon tlie 
inhabitants; tlie defences of the city were destroy¬ 
ed, and a Siamese governor appointed, who took 
an oath of allegimice to the Birman monarcliy, and 
engaged to pay an ennual tribute. Deebedee re*^ 
turned with bis victorious army to the province of 
Martaban, enriched hy the spoils of Dwtu’avvuddy. 

Scai’cely was the Siamese expedition drawn to 
a conclusion, when a pew danger threatened from 
an opposite direction. The Chinese government, 
whose ambition is only exceeded by its pride and 
on'ogance, bad planned the subjugation of the Bir¬ 
mans, intending to add the dominion of the Irra- 
i^'addy,<and the fertile plains of Zomiem,* to their 
empire, already stretched beyomi the limits to 
which any govermnent can efficiently extend the 
force of restrictive authority. In the beginning of 
the year 1767, or 1131 of the Biimaii era, the 
governor of Quantong sent intimation to Shem- 
buan, that an army of Climese was a<lvancing from 
the western frontiers of Yunan, and had already 
passed the mountains that skirt the Chinese and 

The name by which the country of Ava is kno^Mi to 
the Cl»incBC. 
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tlio Birman empires. Tins intelligence xvna scai-ce- 
ly communicated, ^vhen it was confirmed by tlie 
actual invasion. The Chinese forces, computed at 
50,000 men, approached hy iim-emitting inarches. 
Leaving tlie province of IJpmoo to the wes^., they 
penetrated by a town called Gouptoung, between 
wbS'h and Quantong * tliere is a jee or mart, 
where the Chinese and Birmans meet,, and ibarter 
the commodities of their respective countries. This 
jec was taken and plundered by the Chinese. 
Meanwhile, Shemhuan appointed two separate ar¬ 
mies ; one, coiisisting of 10,000 infantiy and 2000 
cavalry, under the conduct of a general named 
Amioumee, took the direct road leading to Quan¬ 
tong, through tlie districts of La-be-na-gqo, and 
'' Tagoiing; the other army, of* much greater force, 
was committed to Tengia Boo, a geneml of high 
rank and reputation. This latter was directed to 
make a circuitous mai'ch over hills that lay more 
to the southward, to endea,vour, if possible, to get 
into the rear of the Chinese army, and prevent 
their retreat. The governor of Quantong, named 
Ledoiigmee, finding that it was not the design of 
the Chinese leader to waste time by attacking his 
fort, collected a consldei-able Jbody of men, atid 
took the field against the invaders. The division 
of Amiou-race first met the enemy near a town 
called Peengee, where they encamped, witliin eight 
miles of the Chinese army. On the following day, 
a partial action took place, in which the Birmans 
were worsted, and obliged to retreat to the south¬ 
ward of Peengee. The Chinese, animated by this 
fii*st success, and ignorant of the approach of 1 en- 
gia Boo, imagined that tliey shouhl meet no fmr- 
* Qujntong, or Canton, signifies a port. 
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ther impediment until they rciiched the Birman 
capital. With that persuasion, they continued 
their march, and, deviating from the most fre¬ 
quented road, probably for the convenien^ie of 
foraga, pursued anotljpr route by the village of 
C^jenghio. Ainiou-mee, though repulsed, still 
kept hovering on the skirts of the Cliiriese «t'my ; 
whioh had proceeded tiily two days farther, to a 
town called Chiboo, when the division command¬ 
ed by Tengia Boo suddenly appeared in their rear. 
Ledougmee, the governor of Qnantong, approat^h- 
cd at the same time, with his party. Thus inclos¬ 
ed on all sides, a retreat became impracticable, 
and to advance was desperate. I'lie Tartai* ca¬ 
valry^ on wlioso vigour and activity the Chinese 
army depended for provisjon, could no longer 
ventm’e out, either to procure supplies, or pro¬ 
tect convoys. In this situation, the Biruifms 
attacker! tlie enemy with impetuosity, while on 
the other hand, the d®hince made by the Chinese 
was equally resolute. Tlie conflict had lasted 
three days, when the Chinese in an effort of des¬ 
pair, tiled to cut theii* way through the division 
commanded by Amiou-mee, that occupied die road 
by which a retreat seemed least difficult. This 
last attempt proved fatal. Amiou-mee's troops, 
certain of support, maintained theii* gi’ound until 
the coming np of Tengia Boo, which decided the 
fortune of the day. The hai*assed Chinese now 
sunk under the pressure of superior mimhers, and 
the carnage was dreadfi-l. Birmans when victor!-* 
ous, are the most unpitying and ferocious mon¬ 
sters on earth. Death or rigorous slavery, is die 
•certain doom of diosc they subdue in battle. Of 
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the Chinese army, not a man returned to his na* 
tive country. Al»out 2500 were preserved from the 
Kword, and conducted in fetters to the capital, 
where an exclusive quarter in the suburbs of the 
city was assigned for their »^esid< 7 nce. Those who 
did not understand any particular handici*aft w^ro 
cmpX)'/ed in making gardens, and 41 the business 
of liusbandi'v. Mechanics ^d aitificers 'vere 'tom- 

■f 

pelled to ply their trades according to the royal 
pleasure, witlumt any other rewm’d for their la¬ 
bour than a bare 8 ubsistenr.ib# 'riiose people, how¬ 
ever, were encouraged, as arc all strangers, to 
many Birman wives, and consider themselves na¬ 
tives of tlie couritiy. Compliance with so hospi¬ 
table and general'an invitation, confers evm on 
slaves taken in war certain imnfunities, from which 
those who refuse the connexion are by law de¬ 
barred. 

Til is custom, in which the Birmans follow tlic 
example of the wisest and be-'t governed nations of 
antiquity, is singidar amongst the civilized coun¬ 
tries of the East; anti peculiarly rcmarlcablc in a 
people who believe in the Shaster, and derive tlieir 
religious tenets from an Hindoo source ; who are^ 
Biin’ounded also by kingdoms whore women are 
kept inviolably sacred from the sight and converse 
of strangers, and where the exclusive system of 
casts or tribes admits of no proselytes. It is well 
known, that even the public prostitutes of China 
jire strictly proliibited from having intercourse 
w'ith any other than a Chinese; nor is any foreign 
w’^oman permitted to enter the territories, or visit the 
ports of that jealous nation. '’'Ulic Hindoo womeu of 
rank aj'c no less inaccessible; and admission into 
a respectable cast is not attainable by money. To 
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such narrow prejudices the Birmans are superior. 
With a Lacedemonian liberality, they deny not the 
comforts of connubial commerce to men of what¬ 
ever climate or complexion^ They ai*c sensible, 
that the strength lof arit empire consists in its popu¬ 
lation, and that a jn'ince is gi*cat and powerful, 
more from the number of his subjects, than •from 
the ^xteiii of his temlhiy. Hence tbe politic in¬ 
dulgence that tbe Binnan government grants to 
every sect freely to exercise its religious rites. 
TJiey tolerate alike tbe Pagan and the Jew, llio 
Mussulman or Christian, the disciples of Confu¬ 
cius, or the worshippera of Fii’e ; the children of 
whom, honi of a Birman woman, equally become 
subjfMTtK of th(i state, and are entitled to the same 
protection and prfvileges, as if they had sprung* 
from a line of Birman ancestry. 

When Shemhuan succeeded to the throne, he 
removed the seat of government from Chagaing, 
the residence of his brother and immediate prede¬ 
cessor, to Monchahoo, where liis father Alompra 
had kept his court. With this situation also he be¬ 
came discontented ; and, it is said from certain su- 
j)erstitious reasons suggested by astrologers, again 
changed liis abode, ami made Awa Haung, or an¬ 
cient Ava, the metropolis of tbe empire. The city, 
which had fallen into non, was quickly rebuilt; 
new kcouins * and praws f arose; a strong stock¬ 
ade was erected; and the fortifications, wliich had 
been neglected since the ex])ulsion of Nuttoon, 
were put into a respectable state of repair. * 

^*110 brilliant success that attended the recent 

^ * Monas! c-ric'S. 

f Tcnniles. Pi‘a\v is a term applied to all snrred ob- 
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iimption of the Birmans into the Siamese country 
was productive of no permanent advantages: though 
beaten, the Siamese were far from being a subju¬ 
gated people. The iiliercnt enmity that subsists 
between these two nations, will, probably prevent 
the passive vassalage of one to the other, unless 
broket* by such repeated defeats as must nearly a- 
mount to extirpation. Soon after Dee^edeo, had 
led his ai’my within the confines of the Bii’man do¬ 
minions, the yoke of the conquerors was disclaim¬ 
ed in Dwarawuddy. A nian named Pieticksing, a 
relation of the king, and one who held an official 
station about his pei*son, had, previous to the capi¬ 
tulation, retired to a town at some distance, at¬ 
tended by his followers. As soon as it was kjpown 
that the Bumans had witlidmuTi into their own 
ten'itories, he returned, at the head of a numerous 
troop of adherents, by whose aid he easily displac¬ 
ed the new government, and abolished the regu¬ 
lations made by the Biimim^^ general. The king, 
who had pusillanimously abandoned his throne and 
people, is said to have perished in the woods, but 
through wliat means is not cleai'ly ascertained; 
probably by the dagger of the usui-per, who, liav- 
ing gained over the populace and conciliated some* 
men of influence, found few obstacles to impede 
his way to the throne. 

Deebedee, who had so eminently distinguished 
himself, was received on his return to Ava with 
many flattering demonstrations of applause. His 
-Tsaloe, or cord of nobility, was increased from six 
to nine strings, and he farther lionoured with 
the title of Na-ma-hoo-dee, or most illustrious 
commander. The Chinese being vanquished, and. 
the Peguers to appearance so depressed as to leave 
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no apprehension of disturbance to the state, Dee^ 
bedec was again detached to punish the contuma¬ 
cious Siamese, and reduce them to vassalage and 
submission. He left Ava A this service, with a 
fleet of wai-boats,. earl]j in the monsoon of the year 
1771: the troops were debarked at llangoon, and 
proceeded thence by land. On this occasiotj^f the 
Sian\|;se qpticipated tlie intention of the Birman 
general, and met him in force on the frontiers, 
where the opposition he experienced from the ene¬ 
my, and the difficulty of passing the rivera, which 
had not yet subsided, were such as to oblige him to 
retreat; he encamped on the borders of the Sitang 
river, whence he wrote to Ava to represent the ne¬ 
cessity of sending him further reinforcements. 

In consequence cof this a|)plication, Chedooka-* 
minee, who had served on the former expedition, re¬ 
ceived a commission, appointing him Maywoon or 
viceroy ot Martaban, and of all the possessions be¬ 
longing to the Birmmis soutliward of Martabar. 
This officer was ordered to make the levies neces¬ 
sary for the assistance of Deebedee within his ju¬ 
risdiction ; after which he was to join that general, 
act in concert with him, and, uniting their forces, 
tecommence hostilities against the Siamese. 

The southern provinces, over which the autho¬ 
rity of Chedooltamince extended, were chiefly 
inhabited by the families of Taliens, or Peguers, 
who had eitlicr voluntarily left, or were expelled 
from the ancient city of Pegue, from Dalla, and 
the districts adjacent; and out of these Chedook- - 
aminee was obliged to form his new.levies. The 
Peguei's, who were then supposed to be sufficient- 
^ reconciled to tho Birman government, and con¬ 
sidered, in many respects, as naturalized subj^ta 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


9i 

of the state, were accordingly required to contri¬ 
bute to tho public exigencies, by furnisliing men 
and money, in like proportion as the native Bir¬ 
mans. In fact, the^lputhern countrieKS were not 
capable of supplying Birman recruits sufficient for 
an army; but the confidence reposed in the Pe- 
gue^^ was, in this instance, fatally misplaced, and 
their treachery averted fro|a the Siamese tlie ga¬ 
thering storm. 

Dcebedec, probably disgusted by the appoint¬ 
ment of Chedookamince to the Maywoonship of 
Martaban, obtained permission to retire from the 
army, and return to the capital: on his departure, 
Chedookaminee succeeded to the sole command. 

Among the troops thus raised, were three po¬ 
pular chieftains of the Talien nation, named lella- 
kien, Tellasien, and Mecnatzi, men of enterprising, 
intriguing spirit, and of great influence amongst 
their people. Tlie Peguers thus collected in a 
body, and provided with arms, became conscious 
of their own strength ; a sense of which, stimulat¬ 
ed by the influence of their chieftains, inspired them 
with a desire to regsiin their empire, and retaliate 
their wrongs on their oppressors. The army was 
assembled at Martaban when the conspiracy wa^ 
formed. At the close of tho first day s march, the 
Peguers suddenly rose upon theii* Birman compa¬ 
nions, and commenced an indiscriminate massacre; 
the officer second in command of the Birman army 
was slain, and those who escaped the fury of the 
> assassins fled hito the woods. Chedookaminee 
himself, accompanied by 500 followers, with diffi¬ 
culty effected a retreat to Bangoon. The elated 
Peguers followed tho blow, and pursued tlie fug> 
lives to the very gates of the city, where, their 
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numbers increasing, tiiey formed an encampment, 
and commenced a regular siege. 

Rangoon could not have been attacked at a time 
when it was worse j)repared for defence. Imagin¬ 
ary security had lulled the Birmaas into unsusp^t- 
ing repose. The Mayr^oon of Pegue, whose resi-^ 
den^c was in Rangoon, had, a short time before, 
proceeded on an annual^ visit of homage to the ca¬ 
pital, accoi^panied by the principal ofhcers of liis 
government; he had also taken with him the gi'eat- 
est part of his troops, particularly those who man¬ 
ned the war-boats; a hardy and ferocious tribe, 
who usually attend on the governor, or viceroy, on 
occasions of ceremony. During his absence, a 
lieutenant or cheeky, named ^hoe-dongnortha, 
commanded in tlie city, and by the gallant defence ^ 
he made, proved himself no uhdeserving substitute. 
News of the revolt quickly spread, and, from its 
first success, created a general alarm among the 
Birmans resident in the adjoining districts. The 
Miou-gees, or chief men of Henzada, Denoobew, 
and Padaung, assembled all the force they could 
collect, and in a spirited manner came down the 
river in light boats, and threw tliemselves into Ran¬ 
goon, wiiich stood in need of such timely succours. 
The Peguers thrice attempted to storm a strong 
stockade that encompassed the walls of the town, 
and were each time beaten olF with serious loss. 
Intelligence of these events rcacliing court, the 
Maywoon, with his train of attendants, and a few 
additional troops, amounting in the whole to about 
3000 men, were ordered to proceed without delay 
to the relief of Rangoon. The rapid stream of 
the IiTOwaddy quickly transported this detachment 
to* the ]dacc of its destination. The Peguers, on 
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their approach, tiiought it moat prudent to raise 
the siege, and, witliout making any further attempt 
to oppose the junction of the reinforcement, retired 
to .the banks of the Saloenmeet. The aniFal of 
the viceroy of Rangoon was speedily followed by 
that of a still more respectable force, under an 
oiliqer of the highest I'ank in the empire. Maha- 
see-soo-ra, one of the Woongees, or chief coun¬ 
sellors of state, was intrusted by the' king^ with 
the conduct of the southern wai', |Mid the restora¬ 
tion of order in the distm’bed provinces. 

These events did not deter Shembuan from pur¬ 
suing his favourite sclicmo of conquest to the 
westward. The fertile plains and populous towns 
of Munnipoora, and the Cassay Shan, attracted his 
^ambition. Early in the year^ 1774, a fon^iidablo 
force was sent against these places, under the com¬ 
mand of three generals of distinction. Moung- 
wamaa, captain of the king’s guai'd, Oundalioo, 
and Kamcouza. Part proceeded by water up the 
Keen-ducm, and the remainder by land, taking the 
route of Monchaboo, Kaungnaa, and Naky-oun- 
mee. The armament by water arrived unexpected-*^ 
ly at a town called Nerting, where the Birmans, 
landing, surprised and carried away 150j,woinen 
who were employed in the labours of the hai-vest. 
Monadella, the Raja of the Nerting, made an in¬ 
effectual attempt to rescue the captives: he fell 
after a gjilhmt stinggle, and 250 of Lis followers 
lost their lives. The Birmans, having ravaged the 
country, and committed many acts of wanton bar- 
bai’ity, proceeded to join the detachment tliat ad¬ 
vanced by land. Wien the forces were united, they 
marched towards Munnipoora, the raja of wldfh 
came forth to meet the enemy, and gave them bat- 



EMBASSTi TO AVA. 


97 


tie at a village called Ampatalla, fourteen niilee 
short of Maimipoora. The conflict was long and 
obstinate; but fortune in the end favoured the Bir¬ 
mans. The Munnipoora raja fled from the field of 
battle to ids capital, where confusion and terror 
prevailed. Thence hd withdrew to the Comm 
Idlfe, five days* journey north-west of Munninoora, 
accompanied by his fanjily, and cairying with liim 
Ids most Vdiiable eftects. The city of Munni¬ 
poora submitted to the conqueror, who took pos¬ 
session of whatever the inhabitants had not been 
able to remove or conceal. Tlie spoils consisting 
chiefly of merchandise, and vessels of gold and sil¬ 
ver, were forwai’ded to the golden feet, together 
with 2000 piisoners of both ses^cs. 

Having reduced J;he Munnipooreans, Oundaboq^ 
left to his colleagues, Moung^amaa and Kameouza, 
the task of enforcing submission from the Cassay 
Shaan, and several neighboming petty states ; 
whilst, putting himself at the head of 10,000 men, 
unincumbered with bd^gage or artillery, he march¬ 
ed against Chawal, raja of Cachar, who possessed 
the independent sovereignty of a rich though moun¬ 
tainous, territory north-west of Munnipoora. In 
his progress he overcame Anousping, prince of a 
country called Muggaloo; thence he is said to 
l»avc penetrated within the Hamalaya liills, which 
form a continuation of the lofty Imaus, and seem 
to be a ban'ier raised by nature to protect the mild 
unwaiiike inhabitants of India from the more bardy 
natives of tlic East, wlio, unrestrained by such im¬ 
pediments, would, {^es since, have spread desola¬ 
tion* along the fertile banks of the Burbampooter 
and the Ganges. Pursuing his conquests, Oiin- 
VOL. 1. X 
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daboo advanced within three days' march of Cos¬ 
pore, the capital of Cachai', passing many rugged 
mountains and pleasant valleys embosomed in 
their range. 

Chawal, aware of the stonn with which he was 
threatened, liad taken the iiecessaiy precautions 
for hjs own security. He joined in a defensive 
league with the lesser r^hs of tlio hills; wh(», 
though waging endless warfare with each otlicr, 
united in the lioui* of danger to repel the common 
enemy. The chief of these was the Prince of 
Jointy, sumamed the (lossain llaja. Ouiidaboo, 
blinded by the ambition of concpiest, imprudently 
pressed fewward, until he found himself environed 
with didicultics ctliat he could not hope to sur¬ 
mount, and from which there was now no i^etreat. 
To Complete his misfoi’tunes, that deadly disease 
too fatally known to British troops by the name of 
the hill fever, had spread its baneful influence 
through the Birman i*anlrs. Painiiio and pestilence 
accomplished what the swords of the mountainers 
could never have effected. Oundaboo's troops 
dispersed, and in the defiles of the mountains and 
the mazes of the forests were cut off by the natives 
in detail, or perished the unresisting victims of t. 
supernatural foe. 

The misfortunes of Oundaboo and his army, in¬ 
stead of intimidating the Birmans, excited an in¬ 
satiable spirit of revenge. Kamcouza undertook 
to exact retribution from the Cachai’s, for the blood 
of his slaughtered countrymen. Moungwamaa re¬ 
mained at Munnipooi’a, with a ganison sufficient 
to defend the fort; wliilst Kameouza maj’ched a- 
gainst Chawal, with a yet gi-eatcr force than ha<I 
aooompanicd the uiisticcefisft.il general, whose error 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


99 

affordfHl an uHefiil lesson to Iiis successor. Aroicl- 
ing tlie tush haste made hy his predecessor, this 
more prudimt leader diligently explored his ground, 
halting vrlierever siibsiNtence could be collected, 
with yhich many of tl^e rich and luxuriant valleys 
of Caidiai* aboumled. Tims continuing a cautious 
progress, lie penetrated as far as the pass of jneha- 
inutl^, *^.wo days' journey from Cospore, where 
he was met by a deputation from the raja to so¬ 
licit peace. Kaineouza prescribed terms, which, 
though severe and humiliating, were accepted. 
Chawal consented to pay, besides a sum of money, 
the abject homage of a maiden of the royal blood 
to the king of Ava, and to send him a tree with 
the roots bound in the native olay ; thereby indi¬ 
cating, that both pei-son an<l propei*ty were at tiie 
disposal of his sovereign pleasure ; these act^ be¬ 
ing considered as the most unequivocal proofs of 
vassalage, expressing, on one Imird, the extreme 
of submission, and, oy the other, the most absolute 
power. 

Kameouza, in his return to Munnipoora, chas¬ 
tised a race of mountauieers named Keingee, by 
whom he had been harassed in his march, burning 
ftevera^ of tlieir villages in the districts of Bodasser 
mid Chaumgaut. Raja Anoupsing likewise made 
Ills submission; and repossession of Munnipoora 
was ginnted to the fugitive prince, on condition of 
paying an annual tribute, and offering the acknow¬ 
ledgment of a royal virgin and a tree. Matters 
being thus adjusted, the Birmans relumed to their • 
own country, having lost above 20,000 men, from 

, * There are passes of the same name in Hindostan. 
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the commencement to the close of the expciUtion, 
by the various casualties of war. 

These victories only lent a transitory splendour 
to the Birman arms, without contributing^ to the 
real and permanent advantage of tlie state. .It was 
impossible to keep possession of the tracts they 
ha<l 4wreiTun, the towns they had stormed, and the 
countries they had subdued. The Biripan vation 
was far from being populous, in proportion to its 
widely extended empire. To retain the late ac¬ 
quisition of Pegue, and keep in subjection its dis¬ 
contented and numerous inhabitants, required the 
utmost vigilance, and occupied all the troops that 
could with prudence be spared. Oaths of alle¬ 
giance are considered by eastern vassals as obliga¬ 
tions of conveniency, as mere nugatory fonhs, to 
be observed no longer than there is power to 
punish a breach of them. The conquests made 
by the Birmans to the westward, therefore, were 
attended with no other efibet, than to add to then- 
native aiTogance, and to increase their already in- 
onlinate pride. 

The Peguers, as before related, having raised 
the siege of Rangoon, had returiTcd to the Saloen- 
meet, or the Martaban river, when Maha-sUe-soo- 
i-a, to whom the iiianagcmeiit of the southern war 
was intmsted, aiTivcd at Rangoon with an addi¬ 
tional reinforcement of troops and se^^eral pieces of 
arlill<‘iy. Having augment(*d his strength with 
tlie Holdiera that accoinpaiiicd tbo Maywoon, and 
<'<lraft(*d part of the gamson, his array amounted to 
SiOjOOO men ; whilst twenty-four pieces of ordnance 
rendered liim formidable to foes casually ai'ined 
irith wliatever weapons they could procure. 
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With this respectable equipment, Maha-see-soo- 
m took the field about the end of the year 1774* 
The enemy were in possession of Mai'taban, and 
had collected, from various quaiiiers, a discordant 
rabble^ ill provided with necessaiics, and altogetlier 
unamenable to control; from whom the Birman 
cofninander met with little opposition, in a jytu’ch 
rend^ed tedious by tfie transportation of heavy 
guns, andTthe difficulty of crossing the numerous 
watercourses that intersect the lower countiy. On 
reaching the vicinity of Maiiaiban, overtures of a 
pacific nature were made by the rebel leaders, 
whic:h were rejected with contempt and menace. 
The Peguers, in despair, shut themselves within 
tlie foit. A siege was coinmeivced, and sustained 
for a 'Considerable time* The Peguers, liowever* 
were at length forced to yield. Tellasierf and 
Meenatzi, with several of their adherents, efiected 
an escape to Siam ; hut Tellakien was not so for- 
tunate; ho was captured in the fort, with ma.iy 
others, and, being a leader of the rebellion, Ids 
fate was reserved for the decision of bis sovereign. 

Maba-see-soo-ra was preparing to carry the war 
into the country of the Siamese, when he received 
■intelligence of the intentions of the king to visit 
Rangoon in person. Tins circumstance, together 
with the little probability of Ids being able to ad¬ 
vance for before the season * when tlie rivera swell, 


• The rivers in Intlia usually begin to swell before the 
actual fall of rain in the low countries. 'Hiis is to be as¬ 
cribed to the monsoon commencing earlier among the 
mountains, and to the melting of the snow, with whicli 
the tops of Uie easlcin hills arc covered in the hottesi 
season. 
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dctcvniiiied liiui to pass the monsoon in canton¬ 
ments at Martaban. 

Sliemhuan havin" repelled the formidable inva¬ 
sion of one enemy, and carried his victorious ai'ms 
into the territory of another, and having, Ijy pru¬ 
dent conduct, established his throne on the strong 
fountlations of tciTor and respect, conceived Aiat 
his presence would contirlbute to a more speedy 
termination of flic troubles that agitate<f the lower 
provinces, and more effectually destroy the seeds 
of disaffection among the Peguers, which had so 
often, at intervals, broke out into open rebellion. 
Tlie temple of Dagon, called Shoe-Dagon, or the 
Goldon Dagon, an edifice of venerable sanctity 
and stupendous si^c, where Gaudma, the Birman 
•and Pegue object of religious«worship, waiSj from 
timd immemorial, accustomed to receive at an an- 
mial festival the adorations of the devout, had, in 
the year 17G9, suffered much damage from an 
earthquake; in particular the Tee, or umbrella, 
which, composed of open iron work, crowned the 
spire, had been thro^vn down by the concussion, 
and rendered iiTeparable from the fall. In the 
Birman empire, a pagoda is not deemed sanctified 
until it receives the umbrella; and the erectiou 
of this last, but most impoitant appenilage, is an 
act of higii solemnity. Sliemhuan, who on this 
•occasion is said to have covered policy with the 
cloak of ndigion, caused a new and magnificent 
I'ee to he constructed at Ava, and declared his 
■ intention to assist in person at the ceremony of 
putting it on. For this avowed purpose he left 
his capital, attended by a numerous train of J3ir- 
man nobility, whilst, to increase the pride and 
j)i^geaiitry of the display,-Beioga Della, the unfor- 
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tunatc nfionarcli of Peguo, who had surrendered 
his sceptre and person to Alompi*a, was led cap¬ 
tive in the ])rocession. An anny of 50,000 men 
composed the body guard. Hiis splendid a^Tay, 
having^ onibarkcd in boats, sailed down the Irra¬ 
waddy, and aiTived at Hangoon in the month of 
October 1775. Tellakien, the Pegue reheh#who 
had Ijpen ^sent up thoscountry levied with irons, 
met the king at the toxvn of DcTOobew, and ex¬ 
piated his treason by a painful death. 

Whatever respect the glory of conquest, and 
the wisdom of a well regulated government, might 
attach to the reign of Sliemhuan, it must be wholly 
obscured by the c*nielty exercised on the present 
occasion towards his royal* prisoner, the unhappy 
king IVgue; and this to<^ like a more recenfc 
and equally inliuman regicide, in a nation profes¬ 
sing Christianity and enlightened by science, was 
perpetrated under the mockery of justice. Shera- 
hiian, not content witl^ exhibiting to the humbled 
Peguers their venerable and yet venerated monarcli, 
hound in fetters, and bowed down with years and 
anguish, resolved to take away his life, and ren¬ 
der the disgrace still deeper, by exposing him as a 
public tnalefactor, to suffer under the stroke of tluj 
common executioner. In most countries to the 
east of Bengal, decapitation is the punishment al¬ 
lotted for common thieves; and he who inflicts 
the sentence, is usually a culprit that has once been 
convicted of the crime. To die by such a hand, 
is deemed an ignominy which the Birmans dread 
even worse than death itself; hut for any subject 
to spill royal blood, is forliidden by the Bii*man 
a^nd Pegufj laws, as an act of inexpiable impiety. 
Nevertheless the unfeeling Shembuan, regarijlesa 
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of law, and devoid of humanity, istjiiied onlem foi* 
his ill-fated prisoner to prcpai'o for trial on . a 
charge of high treason. 

The process of law, in Birman courts of justice, 
is conducted with as much formality as any 
country on earth. Beinga t)ella was brought before 
thejvdges of the llhoom, among whom the May woon 
of Pegue * p^sided. The late king of ^Pegue 
was there acciHed of having been privy to, and in¬ 
strumental in, exciting the late rebellion. Depo¬ 
sitions of several witnesses, supposed to be suborn¬ 
ed, were taken. The prisoner denied the charge ; 
but his fate being determined on, Ills plea availed 
him nothing. He was found guilty; and the pro¬ 
ceedings, according to custom, were laid before 
»*the king, who passed sentence of death, ^d ac¬ 
companied it with an order for speedy execution. 

In conformity to this cruel mandate, on the 7th 
of the increasing moon, in the month Taboung, 
the aged victim was led, in public procession, 
through ait insulting populace, to a place called 
Awabock, three miles without the city, where he 
met his doom with foititude; and had no distinction 
paid him above the meanest criminal, except that 
all the municipal officers attended in the^ robes 
of ceremony, to witness his last moments. 

State necessity is sometimes found to bo in¬ 
compatible with individual justice, and, on some 
occasions, must be allowed to plead for measures 
which, abstractedly considered, seem harsh, and 

• In the absence of the king, the inaywoon, or viceroy, 
never attends in person at the Khoom. He then represents 
the king, remains in his palace, and receives Ihe report 
of the judges; to which he applies the law, and linaMy 
awards the sentence. 
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])oar liard upon particular members of the com¬ 
munity; but such necessity, to be admissi!>lc, 
should be made unequivocally evident. Men wliose 
designs against the public peace cannot be doubt¬ 
ed, ought to be restrained by the hand of coer- 
cioij, even before the commission of any overt act 
to wliicli the law attaches. ^ The proof of iflfen- 
tion 'uw.n'at^ts and demaftds such interference. A 
despot, wlio dreads the extinction of his power, 
and the loss of his crown, will resort to iinjusti- 
fiahle means to remove the object of his jealousy, 
an<l anticipate on his enemy the meditated blow ; 
but the circumstances of the present case appear 
neither to admit of palliation nor excuse. *The 
securit]^of the state was not eiidlingercd, and no 
rivalry could be drdiided. Xlie Pegue king had 
passed more tlum twenty years a contented and 
inofi’ensive prisoner. Had lie been only suspected 
of encouraging his former subjects in any one of 
ibeir several attempts«at emancipation, his life 
ivould liavc paid the forfeit of his temerity; but, 
in tin* last instance, when bending under the pres¬ 
sure of years and infirmity, there was scarce a 
possibility of his being accessory to so daring a 
I'dVolt. *00 the part of the Birman monarch, it 
was a wantOTi and barbarous display of power, 
designed, perhaps, as a humiliating spectacle to 
the Peguers, whose attachment t-o tlieir ancient 
sovereign bordered on idolatry. It casts a dt^ep 
shade over a splendid reign, and justly brands the 
memory of Sbemhuan witH the. odious appellation 
of tyrant. 

The execution of many Taliena of rank followed 
thg-t of the king. All who were suspected of hav¬ 
ing borne a part in the late rebellioui and all wlio^o 
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influence rendered them formidable^ were incliide<l 
in the list of the proscribed. Several fled from 
persecution, and, after the storm blew over, settlecl 
iji Tonglio, or the tributary provinces of Zemee, 
Sandcpoora, and the districts adjacent. < 

These are among the last transactions of Shem- 
buatiis life. After duly solemnizing the ceremony 
of putting on the Tee, he prepared to i;etuiv to bis 
capital, having given instructions to his general, 
Maha-see-soo-ra, to prosecute the war against the 
Siamese. 

In the begjiBning of the year 1776, Shembuan 
left Rangoon with the same retinue, and in the 
same pomp which before attended him. During 
the early stages of Ins progress, he felt the firet 
symptoms of his mortal illness. Alarmed at the 
danger, and impatient under his sufferings, he quit¬ 
ted his slow-drawn boat of state, and, embarking 
ill a lighter vessel, hastened to his capital, hoping 
there to find relief; but hv? days were numbered, 
and he was doomed shoitly to resign his diadem 
and life to tliat Power which disregai'ds even the 
boasted immortality of Birman kings. 

Languishing under a slow fever, and distem¬ 
pered with scrofula, Shembuan obtained little Ife- 
nefit from the efficacy of medicine. In order to 
breathe a freer air, he changed the fort of Ava for 
the open plains. Temporary wooden houses were 
erected on the highest banks tliat overhung tho 
stream, and on spots to which superstition point¬ 
ed as the site of health.* But the skill of astrolo¬ 
gers proved fallacious, and no wind that blew waft¬ 
ed alleviation to his pains. After fatiguing hi^a- 
self by frequent removulB, he felt that it was hut 
an^. useless aggravation of his sufferings. Hope- 
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less of life, he returned to the fort, to prepare for 
the last scene, and settle the aSatrs of the empire, 
and the succession to the thi'one. 

Sliembuan had two sons, Chen^^a and Oie- 
lepza, hy different motl^^rs; the firat, at this time 
eighteen years of age, was bom of the principal 
queen ; the latter, not more than thirteen, thl^ ofF- 
spriiig^f i^fovourite coAcubine. Competition be¬ 
tween these brothers was an event scaj-cely to bo 
dreaded; and Momien, the son of Namdogce- 
Pmw, seemed to be too closely immured in mo¬ 
nastic piivacy, to raise a bar to the succession. 
Nevertheless, Shembuan took every prudent pre¬ 
caution to transmit an undisputed sceptre, lie ex¬ 
acted from the nobility a solemn "promise of alle¬ 
giance his heir, Which the* respect enteitained 
for tlio character of the father inclined few to with¬ 
hold from tile son. Having satisfactorily adjusted 
his temporal concerns, the monarch yielded up hie 
brcatli in the city of ^va, about the middle of 
spring, in tlie year 1776. 

The character of Shembuan is that of an aus¬ 
tere, intelligent, and active prince. He reduced 
to a state of permanent vassalage the petty sovc- 
relj^ns df several neighbouring prorinces, who 
had before only yielded to desultory conquest; 
these he compelled, as Chobwas, or tributaiy prin¬ 
ces, to repair in pereon, or by representatives, at 
stated periods, to his capital, and pay homage at 
the golden feet. Among them are numbered the 
lords of Saiidcpooi-a (Cambodia), Zemee, Quan- 
tong, Bamoo, and others; togetlier with several 
less civilized ^ tribes, inhabiting the western hillsi 


Correanors, Keins, and Yoos. 
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and the mountamouB tracts that Intersect the coun¬ 
try' eastward of the river Irrawaddy. ' 

Shembuan was in most points a superstitious 
observer of the rites and precepts of the Birman 
religion, which oiiginating.. as it indisputably does, 
from the same source aa that of the Hindoos^ dif¬ 
fer^‘iievei-theless from the latter in many essential 
tenets. Admitting the aanctity, and reverencing 
the learning of the Braminical sect, the Birmans, 
votaries of Bnddho Tachor, altogether deny the 
supremacy of the Bramin professors over tlieir 
llhahaans, or Phonghis. The Birmans, F^uers, 
and Siamese, as well as all nations whose ^da- 
mental principles of reli^on can be traced to the 
Hindoo sy8tem» 'and who acknowledge the Shan- 
scrit as their holy text, unite in one benevolent 
doctrine, the i^nfuLness of depriving any animal of 
life, to satisfy a carnivorous appetite. To eat 
flesh, is not deemed a crime by the Birmans; hut 
he who eats it is not exempt from sin, unless the 
creature died a natural death, or was slain by ac¬ 
cident, or by other hands. This precept of the 
church, it may be supposed, is not very scrupu¬ 
lously observed, and in many parts of the empire 
is wholly disregarded, except by the pBiestlio xl, 
who never even pr'epai'e their own victuals. Man¬ 
dat^ have been issued by viceroys, and proclania- 
tioTits gone forth from the golden.ppiace, to enjoin 
obedience to the sacred law; but these were little 
more than expiatory manifestoes, suggested by re¬ 
morse, danger, or supen^tion. It is likewise at 
times used as an instrument of venal oppression ; 
die greedy retainers of the law being entitled to a 
cert^n quota of the fine levied from a convicte<l 
delklKinent* ShemlmfU), strcmgly tinctured with 
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blgotaty, o£ten> in die ciMM of his reign, repeated 
pious proUHtiog^ ^th no other effect than 
diet to he do^ in secret, which, befoie 
the little pmention had hw used td con- 
ceal* ^ ^ 

On the demiae of ^aondiiiaiv it does not appear 
thifk an^r effort was made* eith^ hy Momien Jiim- 
self, yc the noblea aifetadbed to hia hither, to reco¬ 
ver a throne firom whsch he was most unjustly de¬ 
barred. Chimgiiaa ascended viiilioat opposition, 
and assumed the goveramenty at a juncture when 
die floonshing etate of puddle ail^&s held out a 
ffsttenng proqpeet of an leujqfHido^ r^;n. 


•tot-n. 
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CHAPTER V. 


SUCCESSION OF CHBNGUZA TO THE THRONE—HIS 

IMPRUDENCE AND TYRANNY-CONSPIRACY 

AGAINST HIM-ITS SUCCESS, AND CHENGUZA’s 

DEATH-SHORT REIGN OF MOMIEN, NAMDO- 

OEE PRAW*S SON-r-SUCC£SSIOK OF MINDERA- 
GEE PRAW, FOURTH SON OF ALOMFRA, TO THE 
THRON£>-^HXS MODERATION—HIS SUPERSTI¬ 
TION*—INVASION OF ARRACAN—ACCOUNT OF 
THAT COUNTRY—*-SUCCf-SS OF THE BIRMAN 
GENERALS—RENEWED WAR WITH THE SIAM¬ 
ESE— ITS FAVOURABLE ISSUE — PIRATICAL 
ROBBERS FROM ARRACAN TAKE SHELTER IN 
THE BRITISH TERRITORIES—A BIRMAN AR¬ 
MY FOLLOWS TO DEMAND THEIR DlA^IVERr^ 
—SPIRITED CONDUCT OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY—AMICABLE DISPOSITION AND RE¬ 
TREAT Off THE BIRMANB—REASONS FOR 
COLONEL SYMe’s EMBASSY TO THE BIRMAN 
COURT. 


Bi^in the succesedon to eoveieignty, it sometimes 
' I]^n8, as Ir the siicce8sioi|^^ estate^ that he 
o cbmes to the &ir6st does not a1- 

(ys protiS R heae&e^tbr to h^^realm and his sub- 
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jects, or his tenants and demesnes. Numerous 
errors will, and ought to be forgiven, in the pre¬ 
sumptive heir to an high public trust, or an aiHu- 
ent private property; but a radical want of honest 
princinjle, and a long continued course of base and 
licentious conduct, never fail, in time, to alienate 
till aifections of men, whether subjects or tiinant- 
ry, Ijpwever inclined they may be to venerate the 
virtues of the sire in the person of the son. Even 
the Jtcs divinumf so strenuously inculcated by tlie 
Birman articles of political faith, did not, in tha 
end, prove suJftciently strong to protect from vio¬ 
lence a throne polluted by the lowest, profligacy, 
and disgraced by an open violation of every moral 
and religious duty. • 

Wiifti all the advantages jegising from his father » 
memory, and with a government thoi’oughly Esta¬ 
blished in power, Cbengussa commenced his reign; 
but these distinctions he. studied by every mecns 
in his power to ahu^e. , His' first Imprudent act 
was to recal the army, from the southward, which, 
shortly after the departure of Shembuan, had march¬ 
ed from Martaban under Malia-see-soo-ra, and had 
commenced operations against the Siamese. This 
^enerdl, Chenguza not only displaced from his mi¬ 
litary command, but likewise degraded from his 
high ministerial office of Woongee, or cliief coim- 
sellor of state; a measure that drew on himself 
much odium, as Maha-see-soo-ra was a person of 
conciliatory manners, and an officer of approved 
integrity and valoiu*. 

The other parte of Chenguza’a conduct conm-* 
sponded with this arbitrary outset, cmd he phmged 
{Lt once into the most blameless debauchery^ Not 
content with repealing the edicfe of l^s 
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Against the use of spirituous liquors, he exhibited 
in his own person an example of ebriety and dissi¬ 
pation* Stimulated by jealousy, he caused his 
younger brother, Chilenza, to be put to death. He 
submitted the affairs of his, empire to be adminis¬ 
tered by favourites, and accustomed himself to be 
absent from his capital whole months together, 
indulging in rural sports aifd carousals, and prefer¬ 
ring his hunting seats, on the borders of deep fo¬ 
rests, to the splendid piasath * of the royal palace. 
In the year 1779, his fathers younger brother, 
Terroug-mee, incurred the suspicion of the tyrant, 
and fell a victim to his jealousy. Pagahm-mee, 
another of his uncles, was kept a close prisoner in 
the fort of Ava, under a pretext that he was plot¬ 
ting against the statie. His^uncle, Min^eragee 
Praw, the present king, resided sometimes at Cha- 
gaing, and sometimes at Monchaboo $ and though 
he affected to live in the most inoffensive obscu¬ 
rity, was nevertheless vigilantly watched by the 
minions of the palace. 

Agreeably to tlie usage of the Birman courts 
Chenguza had early been betrothed to a relation j* 
of bis own. This marriage proving unfruitful, he 
espoused, as his second wife, the daughter %f onS 
of the Attawoons ^ of the court, a young woman 

* Piasatb, the regal spire, that distinguishes the dwell¬ 
ing of the monarch, and the temples of the divinity. To 
none other is it allowed. 

f A prince, to be properly qualified to ascend the Bir¬ 
man throne, ^ould be of blood-royal both in tlie male 
and female line. In order to guard against plebeian con¬ 
tamination, the Birman law admits of incestuous mar- 
riagia in tlie royid family. This license is restricted to 
them alone. 

» fj The Attawoon may be called a privy counsellor} 
thei9 are four, who have access to his majesty at all hours, 
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endowed with virtue, beauty, and accomplishments. 
Although it was genei'ally believed that he was 
, extremely fond of tins wife, yet the initatidn of 
an intemperate life, together with a disposition 
irom nature prone to jealousy, caused them to live 
oA terms of unceasing discord. One day, acyiated 
by an impulse of sudden rage, he accused her of 
infidelity, and without allowing himself time to 
judge dispassionately, or suffering the unhappy 
princess to vindicate herself, he pronounced sen¬ 
tence of immediate death. There are wretches in 
every nation ready to execute the sanguinary man¬ 
dates of a cruel tyrant. The ti-embling and inno¬ 
cent victim was dragged from tjie palace, and in- 
closedsin a sack of.scaiiet cloth, richly ornament-* 
ed. Thus confined, she was put on board a bbat,* 
when, the sack being suspended between the nar¬ 
row necks of two earthen jai'sj the whole was sunk 
in the deepest part of the li;^waddy> The jars 
filling, carried the bocty down, and prevented emer¬ 
sion. This diabolical act was perpetrated in open 
day, before thousands of spectators, amongst whom 
were many of her fnends and relations. Her af- 
flicted«fatlier, overwhelmed with anguish, and de¬ 
prived of all his offices, i*etired in despair to the 
city of Chagaing. 

The univers^ disgust that a conduct so fiagi- 

and are consulted by the king on alFairs of importance. 
They have influence enough, sometimes, to counteract the 
decisions of the Woongees passed in the Lotoo, or high 
court of judgment, when laid before hia majesty for royal 
approbation. 

* It is expressly forbidden by the Birman law to spill 
the blood of one of the royal fandly. Drowning is esteem¬ 
ed the most honourable death. 

k2 
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tious could not fail to raise, even in the most de¬ 
praved society, caused the majority of the nobles 
and the great body of the people anxiously to de¬ 
sire a change. Under sucH a dominion, nq. man’s 
life was secure from becoming a sacrifice to the 
capFF^e of an intoxicated barbarian, or the personal 
enmity of some despicable’ parasite. At si^ch a 
juncture, the eyes of all were naturally turned to 
the rightful heir, who had now attained the years 
of manhood. Tlie retreat chosen for Momien, 
was the Keoum and Praw of Lo-ga-ther-poo, on 
inconsiderable distance from the fort of Ava, where, 
protected by his sacerdotal habit, by the influence 
of his atmt, and-perhaps, above all, by his own 
«want of capacity and, personal insignificanbe, the 
tyi'ant had hitherto considered him as an object 
too contemptible for notice; little imagining that 
the simple Phonghi was one day to be, in the 
hands of others, the instrumi^nt of his destruction. 

A conspiracy was the result of the discontents 
of the people, and the misconduct of the prince. 
The principal actors were Sbembuan Mindeingee 
Fraw, younger brother of the deceased Shembuan, 
the Attawoon before mentioned, and Maim-see- 
Boo-ra, the degraded minister. These personages 
easily gained the monks over to their side, who, 
though less willing to meddle in state affairs than 
is customary with their order in many countries, 
yet, being exasperated by the open contempt that 
Chenguza manffested for religion, its rights and 
ministers, secretly lent their aid to bring about ai 
change, which, by placing Momien, their illustri* 
ons disciple, on the throne, promised to advancR 
tlierinterests of the church. Momien was accord- 
iiig}y tutored for the part he was to act,, and no- 
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thing remained but to embrace a favourable mo¬ 
ment to execute the projected revolution. 

During Chengmsa’s reign, military opcr^ions 
seem ^o have been wl^olly suspended; whilst the 
neighbouring nations, the Chinese, the Siamese, 
anU Cassayers, had so recently experienced* the 
pow^ of Jthe Birman arms, that they felt no incli¬ 
nation to stand forth as aggressors. Repeated de¬ 
feats and severe penal laws crushed the spirit of 
revolt among the Feguers, who appeared to ac¬ 
quiesce in their subjugated state. The Anoupec- 
toumeou, or great western mountains, had not in 
the present dynasty been crossed by an hostile 
oi‘my. The tianquillity of the empire, therefore, 
durin^he six year8>that Ch^guza wore the crown,* 
compensated, in some measure, for the licentfous- 
ness that was introduced among the people. Po¬ 
pulation increased, and tracts of land were culti¬ 
vated, which, under a^ore warlike prince, would 
probably liave continued an unproductive waste. 

After matters were in readiness, the first oppor* 
tunity of acting occurred in the month of Novem¬ 
ber 1781. Chenguza had gone to Keoptaloun, a 
ttewn dh the banks of the river, about thirty miles 
below Ava, to celebrate mi high festival. As ho 
never observed any regular times of going out, or 
returning to the fort, it often happened that he 
presented himself at the gates when least expect¬ 
ed, and at hours when entrance is debarred to the 
multitude. Momien was secretly furnished with 
the dress and equipments of royalty. Thus per¬ 
sonating Chenguza, and attended by the custom- 
svy retinue, he appeared at midnight before the 
gate called Shoedogaa, and demanded admissum. 
At first wicket only was opened by the guyrd 
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on duty, who, suspecting treachery from the un¬ 
usual earnestness of the foremost persons to enter, 
attempted to close the door, and called out, Trea¬ 
son ! Resistance, however, was too late ; the sen¬ 
tinel was cut down, and the gate thrown open by 
thoge who had penetrated through the wicket. The 
eonspiratal’s, being reinforced by a number of arm¬ 
ed men that lay in ambuscade, proceeded to sur¬ 
round the palace, which was in itself a fortifica¬ 
tion, being encompassed by a high wall, defended 
by a para])et, and flanked by small bastions. Each 
gate was fujther protected by a piece of ordnance. 
(In the first alarm, the Woongees and ])rincipal 
officers of state tc\ok refuge within the inclosuro of 
^tlie palai^e. During the night, the utmost- terror 
and confusion prevailed throughout the city. At 
day-break, the number of consph-ators being aug¬ 
mented, aji attack was made on one of the palace 
gates, which was blown open. The guard, com¬ 
manded by an Armenian named Gabriel, stood 
their ground, and poured tlii'ce discharges from 
their (’niinon on the assailants. After a smai*t con¬ 
flict, the event which usually decides the fate, of 
battle between Eastern armies, teiminated thif, 
Gabriel was killed by tlie stroke of a spear, and 
his party fled on the fall of their leader. The 
ministers of Chenguza were put to death on the 
spot. As soon as the tumult subsided, Momiea 
was solemnly proclaimed sovereign of the Birman 
empire. A new council was sworn, officers of state 
appointed, and dignities confen’ed on the most ac¬ 
tive partisans. The next measure adopted to se¬ 
cure possession of the throne, was to proclaim 
Chgnguza an outlaw, in a manifesto declaratory of 
Momien’s prior claim, and expatiating on the un- 
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wortMness of his predecessor. An armed force 
was likewise detached both by land and water to 
Keoptnloun, to seize his person. But Ciien^^za, 
having received timely information, withdrew a- 
cross the river; and, {Kcompanied by several at> 
tei^dants, effected his escape to Chagaing, where 
some men of consequence, who were sensible*that 
they bad Jittle to ho^fe from the benevolence of 
the new government, joined his foitunes, and fed 
him with hopes of being able to recover the scep¬ 
tre so suddenly wrested from him. These expec¬ 
tations, however, were of short duration. A tyrant 
dethroned, has no other friends than the compa¬ 
nions of his profligacy, and the accomplices of his 

Tlie fort of Chafing was* immediately invested 
by troops in the interest of the new king. Chen- 
guza at first thought of defending himself; but 
finding that he was deserted by those on whom he 
placed his chief reliance, after a resistance of four 
days his resolution failed, and he determined on 
flying to the Cassay coimtry, there to throw him¬ 
self on the protection of Munnipoora Raja. 
This intention he privately communicated to lus 
iffother, the widow of Shembuan Praw, who re¬ 
sided in his palace in the city of Ava. Instead of 
encouraging her son to persevere in so pusillani¬ 
mous a resolve, she earnestly dissuaded him from 
flight; urging, that it was far more glorious to. die 
even by ignoble hands, within the precincts of his 
own palace, than to preserve life under the igno¬ 
minious character of a mendicant, fed by strangers^ 
and indebted for a precarious asyltim to a petty 
potentate. Chenguza yielded to his mother's 
counsel, and, preferring death to disgraceful exfle. 
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caused a small boat to be privately prepared, and 
kept in readiness at the gaut or landing-place. Dis¬ 
guising himself in the babit of a private gentleman, 
and attended only by two menials, he left Cha- 
gaing by break of day, and embarking, rowed to¬ 
wards Ava, on the opposite shore. When the 
boat ajiproached tlie principal gaiit, at the foot* of 
the walls, he was challenged by the s(^ntin»ls on 
duty- No longer desirous of concealing himself, 
he called out in a loud voice, that he was “ Chen- 
guza Nandoh-yeng Praw”—“ Chonguza, laudiil 
lord of the palace. ” A conduct at once so unex¬ 
pected and so resolute stmek the guards with as¬ 
tonishment, who, either overawed by bis presence, 
or at a loss how to act for want of inatnictions, suf- 
" fer^d him to proceed unmolested. The crowd also, 
that so extraordinary a circumstance had by this 
time brought together, respectfully made way for 
him to pass. Scarcely had he reached the gate of 
the outer court of the palace, when he was met 
by the Attawoon, father of the princess whom he 
had so inhumanly slain. Chenguza, on perceiv¬ 
ing him, exclaimed, “ Traitor, I am come to take 
possession of my right, and wreak vengeance on 
mine enemies I ” The Attawoon instantly' snatcji- 
ed a sabre from an attendant officer, and'at one 
stroke cut the unhappy Chenguza through the 
bowels, and laid him breathless at his feet. N6 
person was found to prevent or avenge his death; 
he fell mdamented, as he had lived despised. 

Momicn, destined to be a wretched tool in the 
.}iands of others, was not long suffered to enjoy his 
unexpected elevation. At the instigation, it is 
believed, of the partisans of the present king, he 
ctfosed the Attawoou who had slain Chenguza, to 
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be apprehended; and, on the accusation of liavin^ 
shed royal blood, contrary to the express letter of 
the civil and religious law, when it was his duty 
only to have seized the person of Chenguza,” and 
brought him a prisoner to the king, this ill-fated 
nobleman was, without remorse, delivered over to 
thd public executioner. 

Shgmbuan Mia Shean Minderagee Praw, the 
fourth son of the deceased Alompra, had ever care¬ 
fully concealed, under an humble exterior, and ,*ip- 
pai'ent love of retirement, ambition that aspired to 
the possession of the throne. His influence, though 
less prominent than that of the other confederates, 
yet contributed above all to the successful accom¬ 
plishment of the late revolution. • An idiot youth, 
who htd passed his life in,monastic retirement,- 
could have but few attached to him from personal 
eifection ; and the use he made of his early power, 
did not encourage a hope that the state would de¬ 
rive much benefit fr'oip his future adminiWation. 
Minderagee, therefore, found no difficulty in form¬ 
ing a party sufficiently powerful to crush in its 
first stage the government of the young ecclesias¬ 
tic. It is, however, surmised, and apparently on 
good grounds, that the whole chain of events had 
been preconcerted; and that Momien, when urged 
to take on him the impciial dignity, after be bad 
fulfilled the views of others, was himself marked 
for destniction. Be this as it may, Minderagee 
met with little to obstruct the execution of his 
plans. On the first notice that Chagaing was 
abandoned by Chenguza, he left Monchaboo, and 
at the head of 4000 men, took possession of the 
eyacuated fortress. The partisans of Minderagee 
profess, that it was not his iutcutiou to proceed 
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farther, but to do the duty of a good subject, by 
preserving the fort for his legal sovereign; and 
they add, that a deputation from the principal per¬ 
sonages in Ava, entreating him to come and as¬ 
sume the reins of government, which Momien was 
found unworthy to hold, "alone induced him to 
take^the subsequent steps. In compliance with 
this real or pretended solicitation, he crossed the 
Irrawaddy, and seized on the ensigns oi inCperial 
authority. Momien was of course made prisoner* 
Deposition and imprisonment, however did not sa¬ 
tisfy the usurper. Without assigning any cause, or 
granting even the form of trial, the unfortunate 
nephew was, by hb uncleh orders, conveyed to 
the river, and there plunged into tlie stream, be¬ 
tween two jars, conformably to the Birman mode 
of executing members of the royal family. 

Ihe reijgn of Momien, from the date of his ac¬ 
cession to that of hb death, included only eleven 
days. These events happened in the Birman year 
1144. * The present king^ was then forty-three 
years of age. He had two sons already grown up 
to man’s estate, and a third by a different mother, 
yet an infant. Minderagee Praw, haying now 
passed the impetuous season of youth, ascended, 
the throne with all the advantages derivable from 
e(xperience and example* 

The intoxication that so frequently attends on 
sudden prosperity seems not to have affected the 
new monmeh. He did not forget to prove ungrate- 
.^1 to those whose fidelity screened him in his days 
^.danger, and afterwards raised him to the sum- 
Hrait of hb wbhes. Although he obtained the scep¬ 
tre by an act of aggravated murder, yet, after % 

Anno Domini 1782. 
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became Becurely seated, he punished with moder¬ 
ation, and rewarded with liberality; wisely extend¬ 
ing clemency to the servanlgS of his predecessors. 
Maha-see-soo-ra, who had been dismissed and ex¬ 
iled by^Chenguza, was/ecalle<h and placed at the 
head of the king’s private council. The chief 
Woongce, who possessed power in the reig» of 
Aloropraj^and hiul preyed under every change a 
faithful servant to the crown, was continued in of¬ 
fice. The person who arrested Momien, and su¬ 
perintended his execution, became principal May- 
woon * of the city. The present viceroy of Pegue, 
then a very young man, had the di^ct and town 
of Meedee conferred on him by a royal grant, as 
a return for the attachment his father had manifest¬ 
ed toT^ds the king, when sufiering under the* 
jealousy of Chengussa; deriving also anitdditional 
claim from the circumstance of the king’s eldest 
eon having been fostered by his mother, which 
procured him the hciporary title of Teekein, or 
prince. Many others likewise tasted of the impe¬ 
rial bounty; and whilst obnoxious persons re¬ 
ceived the benefit of an act of oblivion, denunci¬ 
ations of rigour were proclaimed against such as 
shoukFin future act contumaciously, or dare to 
disturb the public repose* 

Kings, however, have other enemies to guardi 
against, than avowed foes or rival competitors; 

* There are four Maywoons* each of whom superin¬ 
tends the jurisdiction of a quarter of the city. They repre¬ 
sent the king in their respective courts. Their derisions, 
in capital cases, are revised by the Woons in the Lotoo^ 
and afterwards finrily determined by the king bimselfi • 

vni„ T, T, 
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the wild maniac, or fanatical enthusiast, often un¬ 
der the influence of frenz}', directs the poignard to 
the breasts of monarchs. The Bii'man king had 
hut a short time enjoyed the crown, when he laid 
neai-ly been depri\^ed botk of liis life and .diadem 
by a person of this description. Magoung, a low 
l)ot man, unconnected with, and, it is said, with¬ 
out the privacy of any person of conditlot», who 
bad always been remarkable for the regularity of 
his actions and a gloomy cast of thought, had in¬ 
fluence enough to form a confederacy of 100 men 
as visionary and as desperate as himself. 'This 
troop bound themselves in secrecy and fidelity to 
each other by an oath. Tlieir object was to take 
away the life of* the king; but to answer what 
* end, or whom they designed to elevate, is not as¬ 
certained. These desperadoes, headed by Ma¬ 
goung, at day-break in the morning made an at¬ 
tack on the palace. The customary guard over 
the king's dwelling consists*, of 700 men, who arc 
well appointed, and kept alert on duty. Notwith¬ 
standing this, the attempt had neai'ly succeeded: 
bearing down the sentinels, they penetrated into 
tJio interior court, and the king escaped, from the 
casual circumstance of being in the range oY apaf%- 
ments belonging to the women, which he was least 
accustomed to frerpieiit. His guards, who at first 
shrtink from tlie fury of the onset, quickly rallied; 
their courage and numbers overpowered the as¬ 
sassins ; and Magoung was slain, with all his as¬ 
sociates, within the precincts of the palace. 

■ Minderagec Praw, whilst he led a recluse - and 
jirivale life, had imbibed innch of the superstition 
that so strongly tinctufes every form of religion in 
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the East. The gloomy Islamite * and tranquil 
Hindoo are alike bigoted to their faith, and siis- 
ce}»til)lH of the prejudit'es wliioh ignorance ^aiid 
priestcraft inculcate in minds uninstructed in the 
benign and enlightenedi doctrines of Christianity, 
Dujing liis days of leisure, the king had directt‘d 
mneh of his attention to astronomical studies, ^id 
berama a tJiorough believer in judicial astrology, 
llramins, who, though inferior in sanctity to the 
llhahaans, ai*e nevertheless held in high respect by 
the J3innans, had for ages been accustomed to mi¬ 
grate from Cassay and Arracan to Ava, where they 
alAViiys met with a favourable reception, and, on 
account of tlieir superior knowledge, were appoint¬ 
ed professora of science. A cdllegc was esta¬ 
blished, and certain lands ap^opriated for its sup¬ 
port. These doctors composed almanacks, calculated 
eclipses, and pronounced, h*om tlieir intercourse 
with the planets, the propitious or adverse season 
to attempt any momentous undertaking. Minde- 
ragee Praw had early habituated himself to rever¬ 
ence this sect; he received from them instructions 
in his favourite study, and listened to their predic¬ 
tions with implicit credulity. Long before Ids ele¬ 
vation, *they had foretold the fortiuie that awaited 
him, and the accomplishment of their prophecy 
confirmed the Bramirucal influence. He appointed 

• The Mussulman and Hindoo, though equally bigoted, 
yet in their doctrinal tenets are curiously contrasted. Ilie 
Koran enjoins the disciples Mahoramed to make pro. 
sclytes of the whole world by the edge of the sword; the 
Sliastcr proscribes the whole w'orld, and denies tlie cord of 
Hindooisni to ah mankind. The Mussulmen, 700 year^ 
ago, cut the throats of the Hindoos because they refused 
i(^bc circumsciscd: the Indians never invite any man to 
alijure his faith. 
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a certain number to be his private chaplains, who, 
on court days, arrayed in white robes, and stand¬ 
ing round the throne, chant a solemn benediction 
in melodious recitative. This ceremony is per¬ 
formed as soon as the kkig ascends the*imperial 
seat, and before the commencement of public busi- 
iie§&. Prompted partly by the persuasions of his 
inspired councellors, andpartly by that desire of 
change which Birman monarchs superstitiously en¬ 
tertain, Minderagee resolved to withdraw the seat 
of government from Awa Haung, (ancient Ava), 
and found a new city. Tlie site fixed on for the 
projected settlement was judicious. About four 
miles north-east of Ava, there is a deep and ex¬ 
tensive lake called Tounzemaun, formed by the 
inihuE of the river during the'monsoon, through a 
narrow channel, which afterwards expands and dis¬ 
plays a body of water a mile and a half broad, and 
seven or eight miles long. Tliis lake first takes a 
northerly direction, nearly ^parallel with the river; 
it afterwards curves to the south-east, in a lessen¬ 
ing sheet, and diminishes to a morass, favourable 
to the culture of rice. When filled by the perio¬ 
dical rains, the lake, with the river on one side, in¬ 
closes a dry and healthy peninsula, on which Um- 
merapoora, the name given to tlie new city, now 
stands. Buildings on the Binuon country are com¬ 
posed for the most part of wood; and, water-car¬ 
riage being here convenient, the old town was 
speedily demolished, and the present capital rose 
from its materials; while such was the assiduity 
used in removal, that Ummerapoora became in a 
short time one of the most nourishing and well 
built cities of the East; the fort, likewise, which is 
sjadous and regular, is completely fortified after 
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the Asiatic manner. A lofty rampart, protected 
liy a parapet, and strengthened by bastions com- 
pc»sed of excellent masonry, is further securwl by 
a deep and broad ditch, fa(’ed with brick, and filled 
with water : the gateways are guarded by cannon, 
and retenchments defend the jMisses of the ditch. 

The lii-st year of the reign of Minderagee^^^as 
distinguished by the attempt of another petty in¬ 
surgent, \vho meditated nothing less than the over- 
thi'ow of the Birman, and the re-establishnient of 
the Talien monarchy. A fanatic fisherman of llaU' 
goon, named Natchien, a man of mean extraction, 
availed himself of a prophecy circulated among tlie 
vulgar, that a person of his profession was to prove 
the inst^Timent of deliverance to the Pegue people; 
and on the faith of tliis prediction, he induced, se¬ 
veral IVguers who lived in the district of Dalla to 
enter into his designs, and engage in his support, 
Tliese despei-adoes made an attack upon the munici¬ 
pal officers when assembled in the Hhoom, or public 
ball of justice, several of whom they put to the 
sword ; but by the spirited exertions of the May- 
woon, the rebellion was crushed before it reached 
tc^a hgjght that could endanger th<3 state. Tran¬ 
quillity and order were speedily restored. On this 
occasion, upwards of 500 Peguers suffered death 
by the executioner; which impressed such a last¬ 
ing terror on the minds of otla;rs, that no attempt 
has since been made by the PegTiem to cast off the 
Birman yoke. 

The now monarch, more ambitious than his ne¬ 
phew, not content with the widely extended do¬ 
minions which he possessed, meditated still furthef 
acquisitions, in a quaiter hitherto untried by any 

1 . 2 
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deBcendant of Alompra. Conquest liail already 
been stretched southward as far as Mcr^i, ou the 
coast of Tenasserem, coTn})reheiidmg Tavoy, and 
tlie several ports on the western sliore of the pen¬ 
insula. Complete subjugation of the Cfessaycrs 
was scarcely to be expected, as from their hills<and 
fa^iiesses they could incessantly liarass the invad¬ 
ers, and render tlie country an unprodustive^waste- 
Zemee, Sandapoora, and many districts of the 
Yoodra Shaan to the eastward, w(*re tributary and 
governed by Chobwas, who annually paid homage 
to tlie Birman king. The province of Banioo, the 
fort of Quantong, and several places of less note, 
had been taken from the Chinese, as far ns the 
woody mountains that divide the soutli-iwest of 
Mancliegee, or Yunam, from the kingdom of Ava. 
West of Anoupectoumiou lay a country, the fer¬ 
tility of whose soil and its aptitude for commerce 
attracted the avarice of the Birman monarch, whilst 
the imbecility of its goverritaent invited to an easy 
conquest. The distance from the town of Sembeu- 
Ghewn, on the west bank of the river In^awaddy, 
to Merong Chickien, at the eastern foot of the hills, 
does not exceed forty-five miles; thence tjie dis¬ 
tance over the mountains to Tellalrce, on the op¬ 
posite side, is fifty-six miles ; hut the road * is 
so difficult, from natural impediments, that an en¬ 
terprising people might, with a small force, defend 
the passes against any numbers. The Birman king, 
however, was too well acquainted with the supine- 

* Since the final conquest of Arracan, .the road from 
Sembeu-Ghewn to Tellakce has been considerably improv¬ 
ed ; it is nevertlicless still a laborious journey, owing to 
die riiggcdness of the way, and the ateep mountains over 
which the traveller must pass. 
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of Moliasuinda,* Raja of Arracan, and tKc un- 
warlike disposition of his 8ubj«<*,ts, to dread any 
vigorous opposition. He determined to invade tlic 
country, with a view to wrest it from its an<*Jent 
rulers, ^d render it aA appendage to the Birman 
crawn. 

The ancient government of Arracan, accofcling 
to thc^moBt authentic writers, had never been so 
completely conquered, as to acknowledge implicit 
vassalage to a foreign power. It experienced, in 
the two last centuries, the usual convulsions to 
which all states, and those of the Eastern world 
in particular, are liable. The Moguls on the west, 
end the Peguers on the east^ had, at different pe¬ 
riods, parried their arms into *the heart of the^ 
country. The Poituguese, Sometimes as allies, at 
others as open enemies, gained an establishment 
in Arracan, which decayed only with the general 
niin of their interests in Asia. Arracan, how¬ 
ever, though often ethau^d, was never wholly 
consumed. It always rose from its own a^es, 
a free and independent nation. 

' The natives of Arracan Proper call their country 
Yec-|^em; the Hindoos of Bengal, Rossaun. The 
latter, who have settled in great numbers in Ar- 
racan, are denominated, by the original inhabi¬ 
tants, Kulaw Yee-Kein, or unnaturalized Arra- 
caners; the Moguls know it by the Persian name 
of Rechan. Mogo is a term of religious import 
and high sanctity, applied to the priesthood and 
the king; whence the inhabitants are often called 
by Europeans, Mugbs. Such a number of epi- 

• * Mahasumda is tha Shanscrit title given to a long line 
of kings of Arracan. Eastern kings, whilstliving, ore u^j^sal- 
iy denominated by their titles, of vrhich they have many. 
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thets, used indiscriminately, must prove emljar- 
rassiiig to the rf*ader of the few sketches that have 
been piven of this country. Arracan, or Yee- 
Kein, stretches south south-east from the river 
Naff, the ljoun<hiry that divides it from the t(‘m- 
tories of the India Company, as far as Cape Ne- 
prais, where the an<-ieat Pcs^ue empire commenced, 
'riie i*anp:e of lofty mountains already mentionedi 
under the name of Anoupectoiimiou, nearly en¬ 
circles it. From the quarter of Bassien and Ne- 
prais, Arracan can be invaded only hy water, 
tlirouf^h tlm many rivers that intersect the country 
adjacent to the sea. From the si<lc of Chittagong", 
entrance into Arracan must be eft'ected hy a march 
along the sea-beach, which is inten'upted seve¬ 
ral clmnnels that chieily owe tlu'ir waters to the 
action of the tide. AiTacan thus displays a great 
space of coast, very disproportionate to its external 
extension. A few ihiles below Telakcje, at the 
western foot, the river, till"then a streamlet tliat 
rises in the hills, becomes navigalde from the in¬ 
flux of the sea; in two tides a boat reaches the 
fort of An^acan. From the fort to the sea, the 
river expands into a noble sheet of wateijv well 
adapted for trade, and the reception of shipping. 
Cheduba and Jlararoe, called by the Birmans 
Magou Kioun and Yanigee Kioun, are extensive 
and highly cultivated islands, which, with Arracan 
and Sandowy, form four distiiw.t provinces, and 
compi"ehend the whole of the Aivacan empire. 

The trade of Aivacan was never very ccmsidera- 
ble; it is confined to salt, bees wax, elephants 
t^eth, and rice. This latter article is produced 
^'i^uch abundance, that it might be improved, hy 
pivijjer policy, into a lucrative bi'oiLch of commerce* 
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The soil Is luxuriant and well-watered, and the 
contiguous islands are uncommonly fruit(u]» Pos¬ 
session of Arracan and these islands became a still 
more desimble acquisition to the Birmans, as af- 
fording«protcction to tlieir boats, which, navigating 
in jthe north-west-monsoon through the channel 
and along the coast, malie an annual voyage 
Bassioii, Jiangdon, anft Martaban, to Chittagong 
and Calcutta, where they dispose of the produce 
of their countries, and in return bring back clotli, 
and commodities of India. 

The invasion of AiTacan being finally determin¬ 
ed on, tlie Engy Teekien, or prince royal, with 
his brothers, the princes of Prome, Tongho, and 
Pagahm, in the Biiman year 114s5 * (correspond¬ 
ing to 1783 of the* Christian era), in the month* 
Touzelicn, left the imperial city, and crossed to 
Chagaing, now become a place of religious resort, 
from the number of prawa or temples erected in 
its neighbourhood, aarwell as for being the prin¬ 
cipal ipanufactory of idols, which, hewn out of an 
adjacent quarry of fine alabaster, ore sculptured 
here, and afteiwards transported to the remotest 
corners of the empire. At this city they passed 
three days in the performance of religious cere¬ 
monies. Proceeding thence to Pagalim, f in past 

* The Binnan solar year, ending at the vernal equinox, 
may create an apparent coni'usion in stating the two eras. 

f Pagahm was once a city of no ordinary magnificence 
and extent. The writer of this Memoir, accompanied by 
tlie viceroy of Pegue, ascended one of the pagodas or 
praws, by a decayed and dangerous fiight of steps on the 
outside ; they had from the summit a view of ruins, thickly 
scattered over the face of the country, as far as the eye 
could reach. The viceroy remarked, that to count the 
fiumber of decayed temples on the plain before us, 
among the proverbial impossibilities of the Birmans 
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ages tlie rosidpnce of a long dyiiasly of kings, and 
still fumed for its numerous temples, they renewed 
tin* pious rites; after wliich they pursued their 
journey to Kama, whence 5000 men, uiidm* tlie 
IMnces of Tonglio and Pagahm, were detached 
witli orders to debark at Maoung (formerly Lcjpn- 
zay), and invade Arracan, by penetrating through 
the passes of the mountains. When iitlie* ICngy 
Teekieii and the prince of Prome reached the city 
of Prome, the Seere of Shegoo W'as ordered to 
fall dowTi the Irrawaddy with a strong fleet of 
boats, and enter Arracan by tlie creeks ai\d chan¬ 
nels of the Bassien river. The elder prin(*es re¬ 
mained at Prome five days, and then crossed to 
Podang on the (fpposite bank, three miles lower 
doTVTi. Here they lialted fifteen days, in oitier to 
give the other detachments, whose routes were 
more circuitous, time to advance. 

At the expiration of the pf'riod that was judged 
necessary for the co-operiiti»n of the different clc- 
taclnnents, the Engy Teekien ordered the prince 
of Prome, at tlie head of 7000 men, to advance, 
and attempt the defiles of the hills leading from 
I^odang, whilst he conducted in perron the main 
army, keeping three days march in die rear ot tlTe 
front dirision. Two genorals of reputation ac¬ 
companied the Eiigy Teekitm, Kioumce JVIatoung, 
and Nunda Siekyan ; and the detachment sent by 
water, under the Scree, reached its destination be¬ 
fore those that went by land could anive. This 
ofticej met with no obstacle until ho reached the 
frontiers of Arracan, where, hearing that the 
prince of the country was preparing to attack 
him, he judged it most prudent to halt, and wait 
tfi^p|>roacli of his friends, in order to prevent the 
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An-acjuicrs from concentrating their force against 
Ills party. 

The way pursued by the junior princes * was 
yet more difticuU and distant than that by wliicli 
llu* prince royal proceeded ; probably they were 
sent only to make a diversion, and distract the at- 
tentJon of the enemy. After a troublesome mw^h 
of three w^-cks, the prirR‘.e of Ih-ome, with the ad¬ 
vanced guard of the main array, reached Loungyat 
two days’journey from the fort of Arracan, where, 
learning tlic situation of the Seree, he sent a body 
of 1000 ram, under tm Ackawoon, to his assistance. 

Impatient of deday, and probably desirous of seiz¬ 
ing the present opportunity to distinguish himself, 
tlie ]»rince of Prome resolved to assault the fort be¬ 
fore his brother shorddairive# With this intent he 
wrote to the Seree, ordering liim to advance next 
day with the fleet, promising to cooperate and sup¬ 
port him. In compliance wntli the prince’s com¬ 
mands, the Seree put hij^ armament in motion. The 
king of An’acan had by this time collected a fleet of 
boats, which surptissed, in size, those of the Birmans, 
although they were inferior in point of numbers. 
An action look place about two miles from the 
fort;, *tfhicli terminated decidedly in favour of the 
Biimans. The Anncan vessels w(*ro for the most 
part destroyed. Those that escaped spread conster¬ 
nation around; while the approach of the prince 
of Prome’s army completed the terror of the 
frighted inhabitants. Maliasumda, in despair, col¬ 
lected his most valuable effects, which he put on 

The Prince'i of Tongho and Pagalim wore infants a* 
ihis time; tlie dircclioii of tlie armies was intrusted to 
others. It is a customary thing for Eastern princes 
sendr their sons into the fultl at a verv tender arfo. * 
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board boats, and tlien embarked Iiimsolf, accom¬ 
panied by twenty females of his palace, and thirty 
attendants, chiefly relations. This party directed 
their course to an island called Kiounclu)ppa; but 
the prince of Prome, receiving early intellij^cnce 
oi their flight, ordered a detachment of 500 men, 
in light boats, to purauc the fugitives. The Bir¬ 
mans overtook them within one mile of th^ island, 
where Mahasumda being made prisoner, together 
with all his retinue, was conducted back a captivo . 
to his own capital. 

When the Engy Teekien reached Loungyat, he 
was apprised of the success of his brother. The 
town and fort of Arracan fell after a faint resist- ’ 
ance. The bocty found is said to have been very 
considerable; but on nothing was a biglter value 
placed than on an image of Guadma (the Goute- 
ma * of the Ilindoos), made of brass, and highly 
burnished* The figure is about ten feet high, in 
the customary sitting posf^re, with the legs cros¬ 
sed and inverted; the left hand resting on the lap, 
and the right pendant. This image is believed to 
he the original resemblance of the reshoe, taken 
irom life, and is so highly venerated, that pilgrims 
have for centuries been accustomed to coAi^. fkom 
the remotest countries, where the supremacy of 
Guadma is acknowledged, to pay their devotions 
at the feet of bis brazen representative. There 
wore also five images of Rakuss, the demon of the 
Hindoos, of the same metal, and of gigantic sta¬ 
ture. These were accounted of value, being guar¬ 
dians to the sanctuary of the idol. A singular 
piece f of ordnance was also found, of enormous 

* Goutema is a name for Boodh, or Budhoo. • 

I The writer of this Memoir, after his first audience, 
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flimRnsions^ composed of huj^e bars of iron beaten 
.into form. Tliis ponderous cannon measured thirty 
feet in length, two feet and a half in diameter at 
the mouth, an<l ten inches in the calibre. It was 
transported to Umrneragoora by water, and deposi¬ 
ted in die yard of the royal palace, where it is 
no^ preserved as a military trophy. It is inovat- 
ed on a low carriage siijiported by six wheels, and 
is covered from the weather hy a wooden pent¬ 
house. Gaudma and his infernal guards were, in 
like manner, conveyed hy water to the capital, 
with much pomp and superstitious parade. 

The surrender of Cheduha, Kamree, and the 
Broken Isles, followed the conquest of Airacan. 
Many of the mughs, or subjects of the Great Mogo, 
prefeiTfi^ fliglit to ssiYitude,,talcing refuge in the 
Dumbuck hills, on the borders of the province of 
Chittagong, and in the deep forests and jungles 
that skirt the frontier, where they formed them¬ 
selves into independony;rihe8 of robbers, that have 
since created infinite vexation to the Birmans, and 
to this day commit merciless depredations on the 
persons and property of their conquerors. Many 
have settled in the distiicts of Dacca and Chitta- 
g c it fffM ndcr the protection of the British flag, 
whilst others accepted the oath of allegiance, and 
bowed their nocks to slavery, rather than abandon 
flieir country, and their household gods. ^ 

was indulged with a sight of this extraordinary piece of 
ordnance, and honoured wiUi an introduction to the Arra- 
can Gaudma. 

* The sectaries of Budhoo are much attached to their 
lares, or domestic gods. A Birman family is never with¬ 
out an idol in some corner of the house, made of wood* 
alabaster, or silver. 

1. M 
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The princes of "I'onglio and P^ahm diil not 
TOiicli Airacan until the husiness was decided. Al- 
tliouj^h they bore no share in the conquest, tliey 
seciired a proportion of tlie booty, f Tlie fol¬ 
lowers of the Tonglio prince, in particJilar, are 
sai<l to liave coininitted the most wanton excesses 
OT/.ithe uiihapj)y natives of the country through 
which they passed. ' ^ , 

The arrangements attending their conquest oc¬ 
cupied the princes for some time. An*acan, with 
its dependencies, was constituted a province of the 
Birman empire, and a Maywoon, or viceroy, ap¬ 
pointed to govern it- A man named Sholamboo 
was first invested with that office, and one thou- 
fiand Birman soldiers wore left to gaiTison the fort. 
Small parties wci*e li^cewise distributed in 'thc dif¬ 
ferent towns; and many Bimians, who had ob¬ 
tained grants of lands, came with their families 
and settled in the country, thereby increasing the 
security of the state. Tliere matters Issing ad just¬ 
ed, the princes returned to the In'awaddy by the 
same route as they had advanced, and embarked 
at Podang, carrying with them Maliasumda and 
all Ills family. This unfortunate inoiiai'ch was 
treated at Ummempoora with much reapcci.^ be 
was allotted a suitable dwelling and establishment, 
which he did not long enjoy. Before the first year 
of his captivity had elapse<], be died a natural 
death. After his decease, his relations were suffer¬ 
ed to sink into obscurity and want. The reduc- 

_ ♦ 

f The inhabitants of Tongho are famous for tlieir fero¬ 
city and licentiousness; a character well preserved by the 
tiuinerous followers of the prince of Tongho, when Uic 
writer of this Memoir was at tlie Birman capital. 
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tion of AiTEcan was completed in the short space 
of a few months. 

The more recent actions of the reign of the pre¬ 
sent emperor may with greater propriety be cir- 
cumstanljally recounted,at some future period. A 
Ijriof recital of the principal events, and a concise 
view of the existing state of the empire, with jtho 
reflectij^ns which such % view naturally suggests, 
will enable the render to form an adequate opinion 
of the political importance of the nation that has 
been treated of, and will close the subject of the 
present chapter. 

The valuable acquisition of Arracan did not sa.- 
tisfy the lust of conquest that inflamed the empe¬ 
ror. He turned his eyes towards .the eastern pen¬ 
insula, ^here the rival state pf Siam was recovei- 
iiig its former vigour, after enjoying a long resjlite 
from hostility. 

The suc<x*ss of the Birman arms over the Sia¬ 
mese, conducted by k^g Shembuan, has already 
been recounted. Although the Birmans could not 
retain possession of the inland parts of Siam, they 
nevertheless preserved dominion over the sea- 
coast. All the ports on the western shore of the 
pnmfg'ala, as far as Mergui, in north lat. 12° 20', 
continued subject to them. The island of Junk- 
seylon was the only addition wanting to give them 
the entire dominion of the western coast, as fai* as 
the temtorics of the Malay prince of Quoedah. 
By obtaining this island, the Binnans would mono¬ 
polize the commerce of the peninsula, and prevent 
the Siamese from communication with India by 
any other channel tliaii that of the Gulf of Sian^ 
The trade of Junkscylon is considerable in ivory 
anc^ tin. It stretches nearly north and souths ' 
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fifty or sixty miles. The centre of tlie island is 
situated in eijjfht degrees north; it is likewise said 
to be <lesirable, from the blessings of a luxuriant 
soil and a mild climate. To effect this object, 
eleven ships of burthen were fitted out* at Ran¬ 
goon, destined to convey troops and warlike stores. 
The Birmans, though expert shipwrights, are in¬ 
different seamen, and altogether ignoi*anf of the 
science of navigation. The present Shawbunder 
of Rangoon, descended of a Portuguese family, 
was appointed to conduct the fleet. The different 
vessels were commanded by persons of a like de¬ 
scription, who had been bred up under the Birman 
government, and held petty offices in the maritime 
ports; they, however, were considered in a light 
little superior to pilots, being-under the check and 
eohtroul of tlie commander of the land forces on 
board. This fleet reached Mergui in the month 
of January 1785. 

In support of the troopj? and squadron sent by 
sea, a detachment of 8000 men marched in the 
month of November from Rangoon. Tliis body 
did not reach Mergui until the 18th of Februaiy. 
On the 7th of March following, the fleet weighed 
anchor, and the forces by land made a correspi^d- 
ent movement. The arm of the sea tliat divides 
Junkseylon from the main is in some places very 
narrow. The Birmans, immediately on their ar¬ 
rival, attacked the fort, which is situated on the 
east side of the island, and were successful, not¬ 
withstanding a spirited resistance made by Ikaw- 
selong, the Siamese governor, who afterwai’ds with¬ 
drew from the fort into the interior of the island. 
The Birmans found here a valuable booty, which 
ihey embarked on board a vessel captured in^ the 
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liarliour, belonging to a Mussulman metcliant of 
MasuUpatam ; but the ship never reached her des- 
tiiu'fl port. Meeting with a gale of wdiul in th(3 
Hay of IMartaban, she fonmlered at sea, and every 
sf)ul perislied. The triumph of the Hinnans was 
of ghort duration. The Siamese governor raltii'd 
his forces, an<l, having procured an addition toPiTis 
strengtiiiJiecame in his turn the assailant, with so 
good effect, that the Hirmans thought fit to retreat 
to their sliipping, which they did not accomplisli 
without a heavy loss. Apprehensive of yet greater 
disasters, tliey returned to Mergui, whence the 
fleet sailed for Rangoon, and the troops marched 
to Martaban, with intent to cairton duiing the 
rainy season. * 

The llirmjin mondrch, wlmse pride was deeply 
mortified at the ill fortune of Ins arms at Junk- 
seykiTi, resolved to repair the disgi-ace, tuul invade 
Siam with such a force as he conceived would be 
irresistible; and furthur, to insure success, an- 
ntiunced Lis intention to lead the troops in person. 
He accordingly left Ummerapoora at the bead of 
30,000 men, with a train of twenty field-pieces, 
and, taking the route of Tongbo, reached Marta- 
baff^n the spring of the year 178G. A detach¬ 
ment was likewise sent to invade North Siam, and 
another ordered to penetrate on the southern quar¬ 
ter from Tavoy. A fleet was also eqiiipptid, con¬ 
sisting of sixteen ships, mostly belonging to tradoi-s, 
which were either hired of the owners, or impres¬ 
sed for the occasion. This armament blocked up 
the harbour of Junkseylon. Such vigorous pre¬ 
parations inspired the Hirmans with sanguine hopes." 
Tuo much confidence, however, often betrays into^, 

M 2 
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error. The emperor, already anticipating* victory, 
marched from Martaban, and had scarcely entered 
the Siamese teiTitories, when he was opposed by 
Pieticksing, the king of Siam, with a powerful 
army. A furious engagenfbnt ensued, in vtrhich tlie 
Birmans were completely routed, and their -use- 
1^1^ cannon * taken by the enemy. The emperor 
himself, who naiTowly escaped beingir '".ade pri¬ 
soner, returned to his capital with precipitation. 
The fugitives found protection in Martaban ; and 
the other detachments, healing of the misfortune 
of*the main body, likewise retreated. The season 
for field-operations being far advanced, hostilities 
were for some time suspended on both sides. 

In the commencement of the ensuing year, the 
Siamese, in considcSable force, laid siege to Ta- 
voy ; but after a long struggle, were compelled to 
retreat, and abandon the enterprise. The place 
was defended by Maha-see-soo-ra, who, in the 
month of April 1788, wal» promoted to the May- 
woonship, or Viceroyalty of Martaban, which com¬ 
prehends within its jurisdiction Tavoy, Mergui, 
and all the Birman possessions to the southwai'd. 
Tavoy, being a place of gi-eat importance, was left 
with a strong garrison, to the care of an ofticer 
named Nurncapeou, by some called Miapeou, a 
man of low extraction, whose father had originally 
been a merchant of small ware between China and 
Ava, and, having amassed money, olitained in¬ 
fluence by a judicious application of his wealtli. 
For some time Miapeou conducted himself with 
fidelity in his command; but on the decease of 

♦ M;my well informed men among the Birmans ascribe 
' -.(heir defeat to the incumbrance of their cannon, winch 
w£rc old ship guns mounted on low carriages. ^ 
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Maha-sec-soo-ra, in the year 1790, being disap¬ 
pointed of the viceroyalty of Martaban, which was 
given to an officer rianied Meen-Ia-ze-zo, he enter¬ 
ed into an intrigue with the Siamese, and agreed 
to deliver up the fort t<f them, on certain stipula- 
tions for himself and his adliercnts. The compact 
being concluded, possession was given to the ^ne- 
my, wlMMFtatioiied a strong gairison in it; and, as 
a fuilher protection, encamped a body of troops in 
its neighbourhood. 

Early in the year 1791, Sombee Meengee and 
Attawoon Mien, officers of high distinction, were 
ordered to proceed from Ummerapoora by land 
against the rebels. A fleet of sixty boats sailed 
about t]^e same time from Rangoon, wliich wer^ 
speedily to be followed by three ships, then fitting 
out at the same port. The boats, having arrived 
before the ships could reach their destination, in¬ 
judiciously entered the river* of Tavoy, and began 
aji attack on the subulbs bordering on the banks. 
Miapeou, with a party of rebel Birmans and a de- 
tathment of Siamese, opposed them, and in light 
war-boats soon got the better of the unwieldy junks 
that had crossed the hay. Many of the Birman 
vessels were destroyed, and those that escaped 
took refuge in Mergui, where, soon after this dis¬ 
aster, the ships also ai’rivcd. 

The army from Ummerapoora, having reached 
Marlahan, halted there during the miny monsoon. 
Eai’ly in the season for action, the Engy Praw, or 
prince royal, left the capital, and came down to 
Rangoon, bringing with him a considerable acces¬ 
sion to the southern force. The Assay Woongee, 
and several of distinguished rank, attended in hp' 
euvfe. By the time he had reached Rangoon, tlie 
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fiiTst division, under Somhee Meengee and Atta- 
(vooii Mien, had proceeded against Tavoy. TJie 
prince halted at Rangoon, but sent forward tlie 
greatest part of his troops to support the advanced 
aniiy. The ships also that liad put into«<Mcrgui, 
again sailed for Tavoy. On the anival of,,the 
afjfiy and shijiping, an engagement took place he- 
twon tile Siu.nese and Rinnans, paitl^^ x>u land, 
and partly at the mouth of tlio river, the Siamese 
disputing the entrance in their war-boats. In tin’s 
contest the ^^iamese were worsted, and driven witli 
great slaughter into the fort, wliich tlio Rirmaivs 
immediately invested, and, having entrenched and 
stockaded themselves, commenced a formal hhx^k- 
ade. No snppKes could now reach the besieged, 
whilst tlie Rinnans, though the adjacent country 
w;is unjjroductive, being mastem of the sea, pro¬ 
cured subsistmice from ArracAn and Rangoon', 
wliich the provincial officers of those countries 
transported to the army ia whatever ships they 
could lay their hands on, pressing indiscriminately 
the vessels * of all nations that happened to be in 
their ports, 'riie siege was thus protracted for 
some months, and the place at last fell by trea¬ 
chery. The Birmans, who under Miapeotf^ffiid 
origymlly been instrumental to putting the fort in 
possession of the Siamese, became discontented, 
probably through want. A clandestine corres¬ 
pondence commenced between tliem and the lead- 

* Among these were several ships belonging to English 
traders, the commanders of which forwarded a remon¬ 
strance to Lord Cornwallis and the Supreme Council, 
(^pmplaining of the outrage. It is generally supposed, that 
tlie Biltnan king ordered liberal remuneration to be made 

those whose sliips were pressed, but that the provincUdb 
omoers fradulently withheld his bounty. 
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era of the besieging anny. A proper understand¬ 
ing being established, at a concerted hour of the 
night, tlje enemy advanced to storm tlic outworks 
of the fort. When the Siamese rose to repel tlio 
assault, she Birmans \mthin, whose fidelity was 
not puspected, fell upon the garrison, which, con¬ 
sisting of 3000 galhuit spldiera, were cut to picfek, 
either hoj^^heir pretended allies or avowed foes, 
who soon gained admission throngh the means of 
their perfidious countrymen. Miapeou was not 
found ; he had withdrawn from the fort some time 
before, and esceaped into the country of the Siar* 
mese. The Birmans thus again became masters 
of the important fortress of Tavoy. 

In the mean while, affairs at IMergui seemed 
likely to exhibit a different scene from that which 
was passing at Tavoy. Here the Birmans acted on 
the defensive, and the Siamese were the assailants; 
A brother of the king of Siam had invested the 
gaiiison with a strong force, and pressed the siege 
so closely, that the Biimans were reduced to the 
utmost extremity, and must have surrendered, but 
for the opportune arrival of six ships and 5000 
men, detached to their aid from Tavoy. The be- 
sidp;ei4, disheartened by the appearance of these 
succours, relinquished the enterprise, and retired 
into the interior of the country. 

Subsequent to these events, no action of im¬ 
portance appears to have taken place between the 
contending powers. The year 1793 opened with 
overtures for peace on the part of the Siamese. 
A iiegociation commenced, which speedily termin¬ 
ated in the ratification of a Weaty highly favour¬ 
able to the Birman interests. By this compact ^ 
the/Siamese ceded to the Birmans the western 
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mavitiine towns as far south as Mergui, thus yield¬ 
ing to them entire possessiori of tlie coast of Tenas- 
sereni, and tlie two important ports of Mergui and 
Tavoy; acquisitions of great nionient, when con¬ 
sidered either in a politicrl or commercial light. 

Indisputably pre-eminent among the nation? in- 
fibhiting the vast peninsula that separates the gulf 
of Bengal fiTin the Chinese sea; pos^'g^f d of a 
territory equal in extent to the German empire; 
blessed with a salubrious climate, and a soil capa¬ 
ble of producing almost every article of luxury, 
convenience, an(l commerce, that tbe East can sup¬ 
ply, Miamma, or Bimiab, thus happily circum¬ 
stanced, enjoyed the ])leasing prospect of a long 
exemption from the miseries of war ; but unbend¬ 
ing pride, and resenhnent unjustifiably prosecuted^ 
nearly embroiled them in fresh troubh’s, before 
they bad time to profit by the advantages of peace, 
and threatened to raise them up a foe far more for¬ 
midable tlian the Chinesu, AnTicaners, Peguers, 
Siamese, and Cassayers. 

The trade of Arracan, which is chiefly carried 
on with the Eastern ports through an inland na#- 
vigation, when the rivers are swollen by the rains, 
had suffered repeated interruptions from pKTfttical 
banditti, who, infesting the Broken Islands, among 
which the channels wind, that are the usual course 
of boats, not only committed depredations on pri¬ 
vate merchants, but had even the hardiness to at¬ 
tack fleets laden with the royal customs, * I’lieso 
robbers, when the season of the year did not ad¬ 
mit of their plundering on the water, sought ad- 
ventures by land; and as the Birmans allege, con- 

• Customs are usually received in kind, viz. one-tiAitfa 
of the Gonunodky. \ 
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veyed their booty of ^oods and cattle across the 
river Naaf, into the Chittaj^ong province, where, 
secure from pursuit, being then under protection 
of the Britisli flag, they dispose of their spoils to 
advantage and lived at tiase, until returning want 
impelled them to renew their predatory inroads. 

Xlie river Naaf, which bounds the British and 
Birman^^rritories, is situated at a considc?rablo 
distance from tlie town of Chittagong, the seat of 
. provincial government, and residence of the Eng¬ 
lish magistrate. The banks of this river are cover¬ 
ed with deep jungles, interspersed with scanty 
spots of cultivation, and a few wretched villages, 
where dwell the poorest class of herdsmen, and 
the families of roving hunters, wdiose ocinipalioii it 
is to catch and taiife the wild elephants, with 
which these forests abound. The asylum that 
such unfrequented places offered to persons con¬ 
cerned in a lawless traffic, rendered it easy to be 
cairied on w'itliout the knowledge of the English 
officers of justic-e; nor could it possibly reach the 
notice of the Supreme Board, unless a proper re- 
[iresentation was made, either by the individuala 
that were aggrieved, or by the government of their 
couTiv^y. This, however, was a condescension, to 
which the mighty Emperor of the Birmans, who 
conceives himself supeiior to every potentate on 
earth, wouhl never stoop. To ask redress was 
beneath his dignity ; he proceeded by a more sum¬ 
mary course to do himself justice. On its being 
asceitained that three distinguished leaders of the 
robbers had sought refuge in the British districts, 

* Iiis Biiman Majesty, without communicating his • 
inte,ntion, or in any foitn demanding the fugitives, 
thought fit to order a body of 5000 men, under ' 
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an officer of rank, to enter the Company's temto- 
ries, with positive injunctions to tlie commander 
not to return, unless he brought with him the de¬ 
linquents dead or alive; further, to support this 
detachment, an army of^20,000 men were held 
in readiness at Arracan. 

. ^So unexpected an aggression, offered without 
any previous remonstrant, or the assignment of 
any j»lea, left no room for discussing themerits of 
the case. The Birmans having taken upon them¬ 
selves to redress their own grievances, it became 
necessary to convince them tliat they had mistak¬ 
en the mode; and what they might readily pro¬ 
cure from English justice, they could never extort 
througli fear. 'J''o accomplish this purpose, a strong 
detachment was formed at tli? presidency^ the con¬ 
duct of which was intrusted to Major General 
Erskine. The troops proceeded from Calcutta to 
Chittagong, a battaljon of Europeans and artillery 
by water, and tbe native sepoys by land. 

Seree Nundii Kiozo, the Birman chief, to whom 
the ai'duous task of reclaiming the fugitives was 
assigned, acted with more circumspection tuid pru¬ 
dence than the goveniment from which he had re¬ 
ceived his instructions. After his army ha<kfieoss- 
ed the river, and encamped on the western bafdc, 
he dictated a letter to the British judge and ma¬ 
gistrate of Chittagong, acquainting him of the rea¬ 
sons for the inroad; tliat the capture of the delin¬ 
quents was his sole object, without harbouring any 
design of hostilities against the English. At the 
same time he declared, in a style of peremptory 
, demand, that until they were given up, he would 
not depart from the Company's territories. In epn- 
^finnatiou of this menace, he fortified his ca^p in 
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the lUrman manner, with a stockade, and seemed 
determined to X’esist any attempt to oblige liim to 
retire. These matters being ri^ported to Govern- 
in(*.nt, tb(^ Govcrnor-geiieral was pleased to order 
the magistrate of Cliittagong to apprehend the re¬ 
fugees, and Iceep them in safe custody imtil further 
directions. . • ' 

On approach of General Erskine, Scree 
Nunda Kioso sent a flag of truce, to propose terms 
of accommodation, stipulating for the suiTendcr of 
the fugitives, as the basis of the agi*(‘cment. The 
General replied, that no proposals could be listen¬ 
ed to whilst the Birmans continued on English 
gi’ouiul; hut as soon as they should withdraw from 
their fortified camp, and retire wfthm their own 
frontiei-s? he would eftter upo«i the subject of tluiir 
complaints; notifying also, that unless they eva¬ 
cuated the Company’s possessions in a limited 
time, fov<‘e would be used to Tompel them. The 
Binnan chief, in a manl^r confidence of the English 
cliaracter, poi>ionally waited on General Ei*skme, 
and disclosed to him the nature of his iiistnictions, 
the enormity of the oftbnders, and the outrages 
they had committed. General Erskine, whose 
mo*’..,ition and judgment on this occasion cannot 
be too highly commended, assured iiirn, that it 
was far from the intention of the British govern¬ 
ment to screen dehncpients, or sanction in their 
coiiiitiy an asylnni for robbers; but as the manner 
in which the Birman tro(»ps had entered the Com¬ 
pany’s district was so repugnant to the principles 
that ought to regulate tlie conduct of civilized na¬ 
tions, it was impossible for him to recede from his* 
^ first determination, lie gave h(»pes, iiotwithstand- 
vo',.. r. N 5 ^ 
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ing, that if the Birmans peaceably retired, the Go¬ 
vernor-general would institute a regular inquiry 
into the charges preferred against the prisoners; 
adding, that instant compliance with the conditions 
prescribed was the only' ground on which they 
could expect so great an indulgence. The Birman 
ghfieral, either contented with this intimation, or 
convinced that opposition Vould be frui^ss, pro¬ 
fessed his reliance on General Erskine, and agreed 
to withdraw his troops. The retreat was con¬ 
ducted in the most orderly manner; and so strict 
was the subordination observed in the Bii'man ar¬ 
my, that not one act of violence was committed 
either on the person or property of British sub¬ 
jects, during thS time their troops continued with¬ 
in the Company's dktricts. 'General Erskine was 
afterwards empowered, by the Govenior-general, 
to investigate the charges against the refugees, 
when, after a formal and deliberate heai'ing, their 
guilt being established on the clearest evidence, 
they were delivered over to their own laws, by 
whose sentence, two out of the tluee underwent 
capital punishment. 

The amicable termination of this diiFerenco af¬ 
forded favourable opportmiity to acquire a^KShore 
accurate knowledge than bad hitherto been ob¬ 
tained, of a people whose situation, extent of ter¬ 
ritory, and commercial connexions with British 
India, rendered a liberal intej’oouree with them 
highly desirable. The trade between Calcutta, 
Madras, and Rangoon, had of late years so rapid¬ 
ly increased, as to become an object of national 
'importance, more particularly on account of teak 
timber, the produce of Ava and Pogue, whence 
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Calcutta and Madras * draw all their supplies of 
wood for variouB other purposes. A commerce in 
one article so essential to us, and, on a general 
scale, so extensive as to require an annual return 
of Indiair commodities fb the amount of 200,000/. 
Stealing, was an object well worth cultivating. 
Representations had, at^difierent times, been nritule 
to the B'^reme Board, by private mercfaantB and 
mariners, complaining of injustice and oppression 
at the port of Rangoon. The recent inroad of 
the Birmans, which originated partly in pride, and 
paitly in ignorance, would probably not have oc- 
enn'ed, had there existed an authorized channel of 
intercourse between the respective governments. 
To^ prevent the recurrence of a* like misunder¬ 
standing, to form a cS>mmercial connexion on equit¬ 
able and fixed principles, and to establish a confi¬ 
dential and authentic correspondence, such as ought 
to subsist between two great and contiguous na¬ 
tions, Sir John Shorci (now Lord Telgnmouth) 
thought proper to send a fonnal deputation to the 
Birman court. Nor were these the only ends to 
be answered by the embassy. The influence which 
the natural enemies of Great Britain had acquired 
m*tnat quarter was to be combated, and, if possi¬ 
ble, overcome; whilst the natives were to be im¬ 
pressed with an adequate sense of the power, the 

* Teak cannot be conveyed from Uie Malabar to the 
Coromandel coast, or to Calcutta, but at an expense so 
great as to preclude the attempt. It is said, that this in¬ 
comparable wood grows in perfection on the banks of the 
river Godavery; but the impediments of procuring it from 
that quarter have hitherto been found insurmountable. Se¬ 
veral excellent ships, built in the river of Bengal, of Pegue 
teflk, have delivered and received cargoes in the river 
Thaiiics. 
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resources, and, above all, the equity of the British 
character, in such a manner as to convince them 
that their real interests were connected with a 
state that neither meditated, nor would suffer en¬ 
croachment; and sought‘for nothing hr.yond an 
interchange of merchandise, on terms mutually 
beneficial. The result of this mission, through 
the vai’ioua stages of 'its progi’ess and cQf"pletion, 
will be detailed in the siihsequeiit pages. Thus far 
it has realized the expectations of tlic British go¬ 
vernment, and gives a flalltniiig promise f)f na¬ 
tional advantage, except it should hereafter he ob¬ 
structed by impediments, which no penetration 
can foresee, and against which no human compact 
can provide. ’ * 

. The Birmans, under their present monarch, arc 
.ceitaiidy rising fast in the scale of Oriental na¬ 
tions ; and it is to he hoped, that a long respite 
from foreign wars will jpve them leisure to im¬ 
prove then* natural advantages. Knowledge in¬ 
creases with commerce; and as they arc not 
shackled by any prejudices of casts, resti’icted to 
hereditary occupations, or forbidden from partici¬ 
pating with strangers in every social bond, their 
advancement will, in all probability, he rapid.*"*At 
present, so far from being in a state of intelle(*tiial 
<larkncss, although they have not explored the 
depths of science, nor reached to excellence in the 
liner arts, they yet have an undeniable claim to 
the character of a civilized and well instructed 
people. Their laws are wise, and pregnant with 
sound morality; tlieir police is better n'gulated 
than in most liuropean countric‘H ; their natural 
disposition is friendly, and hospitable to strangers ; 
tfnd their manners rather expressive of manly can- 
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clour, than courteous dissimulation. The grada¬ 
tions of rank, and the respect duo to station, ore 
mahitained with a scrupulosity which never re¬ 
laxes. A knowledge of letters is so widely dif- 
fus(»d, tjiat there are jio mechanics, few of the 
peasantiy, or even the common watermen (usually 
the* most illiterate class), who cannot readjand 
write in the vulgar tdhgue. Few, however, are 
versed m the more emdite volumes of science, 
which, containing many Shanscrit terms, and often 
written in the Pali text, ai-e (like the Hindoo 
Shasters) above the comprehension of the multi¬ 
tude ; but the feudal system, which cherishes ig¬ 
norance, and renders man the propeity of man, 
still operates as a check to ciylization and im- 
proveiiient. This id a bar which gradually weak¬ 
ens, as their acquaintance with die customs'and 
manners of other nations extends; and unless the 
rage of civil discord be again excited, or some fo¬ 
reign power impose an alien yoke, the Birmans 
bid fair to be a prosperous, wedthy, and enlight¬ 
ened people. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

EMBARK ON BOARD THE SEAHORSE—SAIL FROM 

CALCUTTA-MAKE THE COCOA ISLANDS- 

TOUCH AT PORT CORNWALLIS, IN THE GREAT 

ANDAMAN-HOSPITABLY RECEIVED BY CAP- 

<1 

TAINS RAMSAY AND STOKpE-SOME Ai'J-COUNT 

CF THE ISLAND—IMPERFECTLY KNOWN TO 

THE ANCIENTS-BARBARISM AND WRETCHED 

STATE OF THE NATIVES-SINGULAR ACCOUNT 

OF TW’^O YOUNG WOMEN-FRECIUENT SCARCITY 

OF FOOD -BRUTAL BEH*XviOUR OF SOME BEN¬ 
GAL FISHERMEN - NATURAL PRODUCTS OF 

THE ISLAND-RAINS EXCESSIVE-COLONY 

SICKLY—CAUSES-PREPARE TO DEPART. 

Having received my commissions from the Go¬ 
vernor-general, one appointing me Agent Pleni¬ 
potentiary, with powers to treat, in the name of 
the Supreme Government of India, with the Em¬ 
peror of Ava; the otlier, vesting in me aiithoiity 
to taj<e cognizance of the conduct of the Ilritish 
subjects trading to, or residing iny« the countries 
that I was destined to visit; on the 21st of Feh- 
i*uavy 1795, I cmharkod at Calcutta, on hoard the 
Scahoi-se, an ai'med cruizer belonging to the East 
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Intlift Company, Captain Tliomas, commander, at¬ 
tended by Mr Wood, Assistant and Secretary, and 
Dr Bucbaiiaii, Surp^eon to the mission. A Havil- 
dar, * Naick, -t- and 11' Sf'poys, selected from a 
Ivriltalion at the military station of B;uTiicpore, 
formed an attendant guard; these, witli an Hin¬ 
doo'Pundit, J for whose company I w'as bnleljff'd 
to the goodness of Sir Robert Chambers, a Moon- 
sbee, § ’’^id inferior domestics of various descinp- 
tions, increased our numbei's to more than seventy 
l)orri<>ns. Light and unfavoural)lo bre(*zcs retard¬ 
ed our progress dorvn llie river, and, before we 
Jjad got <‘lew, an accident Imppened thjit created 
much concern. An bos’pital assistant, in the oni- 
p1o).ni( at of Dr Buchanan, who laid never before 
be<‘.n iji«a sliip, ai'(, g in the middle of the night, 
walked leisiu t^ly to the gangway, and, insensible 
to bis situation, stepped overboard into a rapid 
tide, and was beard of no more. This early loss 
of a good and useful man impressed upon the 
wliole crew'^ a general Sentiment of regret. 

On the evening of the ‘i6th, our pilot left us in 
seven fathom water, having then passed all the 
dangers of the channel. The wind continuing foul, 
ancliored for the night. Ne,xt morning w eiglied 
and stood to the south-east with a ftivouring hreeze, 
which blew without intermission till the fourth of 
March, wlien we made the Great and Little Cocoa 
Islands, so calhjd from being clothed with co(*oa- 
nut trees of unusual luxuriance. Tliese islands are 
flat, small, anti sw^ipy; they ai*e uninhabited, and 

w 

* Native sergeant. f Native corporal. 

\ Professor of Hindoo learning. 

§ A Mussulman professor of language. 
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destitute of good water. We perceived tlie ruins 
of a hut on die sea-shore, which had been erected 
I>y an adventurer, who caine iliither from Madras 
to express oil from the cocoa-nut. The scheme did 
not succeed; some of the. party died, aji.d the rest 
relinquished the project. Steering between the 
southern Cocoa, and the north end of the Island of 
Andaman, we opened Port Cornwallis on the east 
side of the latter. At eleven o'clock on the 5th, 
we liaulcd oui* wind and stood in; at one, our ship 
came to anclior, a quarter of a mile from the shore. 
On landing, we were received by Captains Ramsay 
and Stokoe (Colonel Kyd, the governor, being ab¬ 
sent) with the kindest hospitality, wliich was equal¬ 
ly extended to the captain and officers of the sliip, 
and continued to every individual belonging to the 
mission, dming the time that we remained their 
guests. 

The settlement in Port Cornwallis is not situat¬ 
ed on the principal isloiuh hut on a smaller one 
within the harbour, named by the English Chatham 
Island; the utmost length of which does not ex¬ 
ceed two miles, and the breadth little more than 
half a mile. The southern extremity terminates in 
a narrow neck of land, fordable at low water to-^^he 
main. 

The Andaman Islands arc a continuation of the 
Archipelago that extends from Cape Negrais to 
Atchein Head, stretching from 10° 32' to 13° 40' 
north latitude, and from 90° 6' to 92° 59' east 
longitude. What has been coqijideTed as the Great 
Andaman, is the most northern, about one hundred 
and forty miles in length, and not exceeding twenty 
broad. A separation, or strait, however, has late- 
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ly, owing to a fatal accident, * been discovered in 
this island, which, in fact, dindcs it into two, and 
oj)ens a clear passage* into the Bay of Bengal, Tlie 
fiist settli*in(*nt of the English avsis made in the year 
179J, nt^r the southeiil extremity of the island, 
in a.bay on the cast side; but it was afterwards 
reinove<l in 1793, by adnice of Admiral CornwaHis, 
to the ]:)lac.e where it is now established. The ori¬ 
ginal object of the undertaking was to procure a 
coininodions hjjrbour on tlie cast side of the bay, 
to rect‘ivo and shelter his IVlajcsty’s ships of war 
dui’ing the continuance of the north-east monsoon; 
it was also used as a place of reception for convicts 
sentenc(*d for transportation from Bengal. 

N»> witcr of antiquity has translnitUnl a distinct 
account of the Andainans. Tflioy were included, by 
Ptolemy, together with the Nicobars and lesser 
islands, in the general appellation of inmhe hon<B 
fortimce^ and supposed by him to be iidiabitcd by 
a race of Anthropophagi, f 'I'he mild inoftensive 

f In the month of February 1792, a vessel was freighted 
from Madras to carry stores lo liis Majesty’s fleet at Anda¬ 
man. The master, being unacquainted with the harbour, 
sent a small boat, in the afternoon, to explore an opening 
iq^the land, that appeared like tlic entrance. The boat stood 
in, it fell dark, and she was swept, hy a rapid current, 
through a channel that divided the main island, and open¬ 
ed into the Bay of Bengal. The north-east monsoon pre¬ 
vailed with great violence. Unable to work against stream 
and wind, the boat was borne to leeward, and driven irre¬ 
sistibly into the Indian Ocean. Eighteen days afterwards 
she was picked up by a French ship, near the equinoctial 
line. The crew consisted of two Europeans and six Las¬ 
cars ; and, shocking to relate, when relieved by the French 
ship, three of the Lascars had been killed and eaten by 
their companions. • 

• f Eusebius llcnaudo, in his translation of the account 
given hy two Mahommedan travellers, who journeyed east- 
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Nicobai’ians liave loiit^ since been acquitted of the 
bonid imputation; but the different form, disposi¬ 
tion, and habits of the few wretched savages who 
wander on the shores of the Andamans, may liave 
given ground for a supposition that liiiman flesh 
has been eaten by them. If so, it probaljly ai’oso 
more from the impulse of excessive hunger, than 
from volunttixy choice ; a conclusion that well au- 
tlienticated instances of the distress they at times 
endui'e appeal* to authoiize. 

In the evening we walked round the grounds 
that had been cleared, making a circuit of little 
more than a quarter of a mile, partly along the 
beach, and partly by a path leading tlnrough heaps 
of brushwood, and the tnmks of huge t^ecs tliat 
had recently been felled. A small garden? dili¬ 
gently tilled, produced but a scanty crop of Indian 
vegetables. A shallow soil, impregnated with leaves 
and decayed brushwood, washed down by the moun¬ 
tain streams, proved at firi^ unfavourable to culti¬ 
vation ; the pains, however, which had been be¬ 
stowed, seemed Hkely in the end to overcome this 
discouragement. The situation of the settlement 
on the side of a hill, rising abruptly from the vei^e 
of the sea, although calculated to avoid the un¬ 
wholesome eflects of stagnant w’aters, was yet at 
times attended with great inconvenience, owing to 
the impetuosity of the torrents. 

Nothwithstonding the colony had been establu^li- 

'ward in the ninth century, says, * Beyond these two isl- 

• ands (probably the Nicobars) lies the sea of Andaman. 
The people on this coast eat human flesh quite raw. 

* Their complexion is black, their hair frizzled, their coun- 

• tenance and eyes frightful, their feet are very large, dl- 

* most a cubit, and they go quite naked.' 
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cd on its present site little more tlian sixteen 
montliS; the habitations of tJie commandant and of¬ 
ficers, and the huts of inferior <*liisse9, were render¬ 
ed extremely comfortable ; the first constructed of 
stone andj[)lanks, the latter of mats and clay, thatch¬ 
ed with leaves of the ratdm, or covered with hoards. 
The surgeon had a separate dwelling assigned him, 
and there was likewise ti commodious mesvS-rodin. 
I'lie number of inhabitants altogether was about 
700, including a company of sepoys as a guard 
over the convicts, and a defence to the settlement. 

A situation more picturesque, or a view more 
romantic, tlian that which Chatham island aiul 
Cornwallis liarbour present, can scarcely be im¬ 
agined. Land-locked on all sides, nothing is to be 
seen but an extensivp sheet of water, resembling a 
vast lake, interspersed \vith ^raall islands, and jen- 
vironed by lofty moimtains clothed with impene¬ 
trable forests. The scenery of nature, in this se¬ 
questrated spot, is uncommonly striking and grand. 

All that voyagers ha^^e related of uncivilized life, 
seems to fall short of the barbarism of the people 
of Andaman. The ferocious natives of New Zea¬ 
land, or the shivering half-animated savages of 
IJuTa del Fuego, aiu in a relative state of refine*- 
meat, compai’cd to these islanders. * The popu- 

* Mr Marsden, in his excellent history of the Island 
of Sumatra, is of opinion, that Uic inhabitants of the Bat- 
ta country, in the northern part of that island, eat human 
flesh ; and the authorities on which he grounds his belief, 
seem to auUicnticate the fact. It docs not, however, ap¬ 
pear, that human flesh was substituted by them in place of 
ordinary food, hut eaten rattier as a barbarous ceremony, 
to indicate revenge on their enemies, or abhorrence of 
crimes, the only victims being prisoners taken in war, or 
capital convicts. 
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Intioii of the Great. AndamaTi, au<l all its <le])eii- 
cloriciosj docs not, according to Captain Stolvoo, 
exceed 2,000 or 2,500 sotils. Thes5e are dis])(*rse(l 
in small societipH along tlu" coasts, or on tlu* h'ssor 
islands within the harhour^never penetratiiig deeper 
than the skirts of the forests, wliich hold out little 
inducement for them to enter, as they contain no 
aimnals to supply them vv/tli food. 1 heir sole oc¬ 
cupation seems to he that of climbing roc.ks, or 
roving along the margin of the sea in quest of a 
precarious meal of fish, which, during the tempes¬ 
tuous season, they often seek for in vain. 

The Andamanors are not more favoured in the 
conformation of their bodies, than in the endow¬ 
ments of tlieir minds. In stature, they seldom ex¬ 
ceed five feet: their limbs are disproportionably 
slender, their bellies protuberant, with high shoul¬ 
ders and large heads ; and, strange to find in this 
part of the world, they are a degenerate race of 
Negi’oes with woolly * hair, flat noses, and thick 

I 

* It is a matter of much curiosity to discover the origin 
of a race of peoiilc, so widely dill'eriiig uot only from all 
the inhabitants of that vast continent in the feosorn of which 
the Island of Andaman is embayed, but also from the na¬ 
tives of the Nicobar Islands, whicli arc immediately conti¬ 
guous to it. Ililherto, ilic inquiries of travellers seem to 
have produced no satisfoctory coiielusion. Some have sup¬ 
posed that a Portuguese ship, early in the lf>th century, la¬ 
den with slaves from IMosainbique, had been cast on these 
shores, and that the present Andamaneis are the descend¬ 
ants of such as escaped drowning. Thi-: conjeelinv is 
proved to he grossly erroneous, from the account given by 
the two Mahommodan travellers, long anterior to the navi¬ 
gation of those ^cas by Europeans. The Arabians, how¬ 
ever, who sailed on the Indian Ocean so early as the 7th 
century, and who not only cxjilored the continent of India 
as far as the Chinese sea, but likewise gained a knowledge 
of most of ibe eastern islands, might, by an accident si ini- 
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Jips. Their eyes ai*e small and red, their skin of a 
deep sooty black, whilst tlu‘ir countenances exhibit 
the extreme of wr(‘tchedness—a horrid mixturi} 
of famine and ferocity. They go quite naked, 
and ai*o» insensible of •any shame fi-om ex] 3 osuro. 
Two young women, allured by the temptation of 
fish, were sotmred, ayd brought on boanl a’^liip 
at anchoran the harbour. The captain treated tliom 
with great humanity. They soon got rid of all fear 
of violence, except what might be oflered to tbeir 
chfistity, wliich tbt^y guarded with unremitting vigil¬ 
ance. Although they had a small apartment allotted 
to themselves, ami had no real cause for apprehen¬ 
sion, one always watched wliilst the other slept. 
I'liey suffered clothes to be put on,"but took them olF 
again aH soon as apportuiuty offered, and tljrew 
them away as useless incumbrances. When tlieir 
fears were over, they became cheerful, ebattered 
with freedom, and were, inexpressibly diverted at 
the sight of their owi^pemons in amiiTor. They 
were fond of singing, sometimes in melancholy 
ri'citative, at others in a lively key; and often 
danced about the deck wdtli great agility, slapping 
their posteriors wdth the back of their heel. Wine 
a«d spirituous liquors were disagreeable to them. 
No food seemed so palatable as fi«;h, rice, and sugar. 
In a few weeks, having recovered strength and be¬ 
come fat, fi'oiu the more than half-famished state 

lar to that which has been ascribed to the Portuguese ves¬ 
sel, have peopled Andaman with its present Negro race. 
It deserves remark, that on die cuntuient of India extra 
Gaiigcin, figures of Poodh, or Budhoo, the Gaudma of 
tlic Birmans and Siamese, arc often seen with the charac¬ 
teristic hair and features of the Negro. 

* VOL. I. O 
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in wliidi they were hrongJit on l)oard, tliey hofTmi 
to tijink confinment irksome, and longed to regain 
their native freedom. In tlie middle of the niglit, 
when all but the watdniien were asleej), they pas¬ 
sed in silence tlirough the.captains cabin. juin])ed 
out of the stern-windows into the sea, and swam 
to an island half a mile distant, where it was in 
vain to pursue them, had there been any such in¬ 
tention; but the object was to retain them by 
kindness, not by compulsion, an attempt tl»at has 
failed on every trial. Hunger may (and tliese in¬ 
stances are rare) induce them to put themselves in 
the power of strangers ; but the moment that want 
is satisfied, notliing short of coercion can prevent 
them from returning to a way of life more con¬ 
genial to their savage Qature. -The few implements 
they use are of the rudest texture. A bow from four 
to five feet long, the string made of the fibre of a tree, 
or a slip of bamboo, witli arrows of reed, beaded 
with fish-bone, or wood hardened in tlic lire, is 
tlicir principal weapon. Besides tliis, they cany a 
spear of lieavy wood sliarply pointed, ami a shield 
made of bark to defend tlicinselvos from the as¬ 
saults of their enemies ; for even these poor wret¬ 
ches have rights to assert, and dignities to main¬ 
tain. Necessity lias taught them an expert manage¬ 
ment of their arms, on wJiich they rely for subsist¬ 
ence. Happily for them, their numerous bays and 
creeks abound with flsli, which they shoot and 
spear with surprising dexterity. They are said 
bIso to use a small haiid-nct, made of the filaments 
of bai*k. The fish wlieii caught is put into a wicker 
basket, which they cany on tlieir hacks. Having 
kiiidliMl a fire, tliey throw the food on tlie coals, 
and devour it half bfoilcd. A few diminutive 
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swine ai*e to be found in the skirts of the forests, 
and among; the inaii<p'ove thickets in the low 
grounds ; but these are very scarce, and probably 
tlic! progeny of a stock left by tornier navigators. 
When amative has the •good fortune to slay one, 
be carfully preserves the skull and tei?th to orna¬ 
ment his hut. They ci^ss the bays, and go to Ash 
either in canoes formed of a hollow tree, or on rafts 
of hamhoo, which they direct by paddles. Their 
habitations display little more ingenuity than tho 
dons of wild boasts. Four sticks stuck in the 
gi’ound, are hound together at the top, and fasten¬ 
ed traiisvci-sly by others, to which branches of trees 
are suspended ; an opening is left on one side, just 
lai'ge enough to aihiiit of cntranctft Leaves com¬ 
pose their bed. Bebig mush incommoded by in¬ 
sects, their first occupation in a morning is to plas¬ 
ter tlieir bodies all over with mud, which, hardening 
in the sun, forms an impenetrable armour. Tliey 
jiaiiit their woolly hea^s wth red ochre and water. 
When thus completely dressed, a more hideous ap¬ 
pearance is not to be found in human form. 

llieir religion is the simple but genuine homage 
of nature to the incomprehensible Ruler of the 
uTiiverse, expressed in adoration to the 8uii as the 
primary and most obvious source of good ; to the 
Moon as the secondary power; and to the genii 
of the woods, the waters, and the mountains, as 
inferior agents. In the spirit of the storms, they 
confess the influence of a malignant being; and, 
during the south-west monsoon, when tempests 
prevail with unusual violence, they deprecate his 
wrath by wild chonisses, which they chant in small 
congregations assembled on the beach, or on some 
rock tliat overhuiigs the ocean. Of a future state, 
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it is not known that tliny liave any idoa, whicli 
possibly arises from our imperfect means of tlis- 
covering their opinions. It jiH’ords, however, sa¬ 
tisfactory reflection to find, among tlie most igno¬ 
rant and bai'barous of maizkind, a confii'>iation of 
the great and pleasing truth, that all reasoning ex¬ 
istence «acknowledges a God. The half-humanized 
Aiidatnaner in/okes the luminaries that lend him 
light; and in that simple and spontaneous praise, 
he offers up the purest devotion of an unenlighten¬ 
ed mind. 

Althongh the principal food of the Andamaners 
consists of fish, yet they eagerly seize on whatever 
else presents itself. Lizards, guanas, rats and snakes, 
supply a changeiof repiist. Birds are not numer¬ 
ous, and seldom coine.witliin .-each; dovesS, parro- 
quets, and the Indian crow, are the most common. 
Hawks are sometimes seen hovering over the tops 
of the tRK’s ; hut they are only tL'inp(»rary vittitors 
from the neighbouring contiiii^nt. A few aquatic 
birds frequent the shores. Among th<\sc arc tho 
kingfisher, a sort of curlew, and the small sea-gull. 
Within the caveius and recesses of the rocks is 
found the sakuigane, or hirundo nidi/i ednlihasy 
described by Monsieur Poivre. TJiis bird, wlio. o 
nest produces a high price in China, is j)erfectly 
black, and resembles a small martin. Its nest is 
thickly glazed with a mucilaginous substance, which 
the bird collects from the sea-blubber, and is said 
to swallow, ami afterwards emit from the Ktomach. 
It is prized by the Chinese for its supposed medi¬ 
cinal and restorative qualities. 

The vegetable diet of the Andamaners consists 
of the luatural produce' of tluj woods, in which the 
researches of Europeans find little that is palatable 
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or nutritious. The fruit of tho manf^ovo is prin- 
cipally used, having often been found in their de¬ 
serted habitations, steeping in an embanked puddle 
of water. As they have no pot * or vessel that 
can beai^ the action oT fire, they cannot derive 
much advantage from such esculent herbs as the 
forests may contain. Indeed their extenuated and 
discase<l figures too plainly indicate tluj want of 
wholesome nourishment. IJnhapjnly for them, the 
cocoa-nut, which thrives in the utmost luxuriance 
in the neighbouring isles, is not to be found here. 
But they are extremely fond of it; and whenever 
a nut was left in their way by the settlers, it was 
immediately earned oft' with much apparent satis¬ 
faction. ^ Captain Stokoe, who constantly resided 
on the island, disappointed ih his attempts to esta¬ 
blish a social iiilercoui*8e, endeavoured to alleviate 
their wants, by sending, as often as circumstances 
would admit) small supplies' of victuals to their 
liuts, which were always abandoned on tlie ap¬ 
proach of his people, but resorted to again when 
they liad withdrawn. A party of fishers belong¬ 
ing to die settlement enticed a woman, by the al¬ 
lurement of food, to come so close, that she was 
made prisoner. Instead of relieving lier himger, 
they proceeded to offer violence. The cries of the 
poor creature brought a numerous troop of savage 
friends to her assistance, who, rushing oUt of tlie 
thickets, attacked and killed two of the yet more 

* The fragments of earthen vessels mentioned by Mr 
Colebrookc were probably brought from Uio Nicobars, or 
from the continent, by the boats tliat often visit the Andiif> 
mans for tlie purpObC of taking tlie nests before men¬ 
tioned. 
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savag’c ag’G^’Cssoi's. Tlieir bodices * wore afterwar<l.s 
found disfitpirod in a sbockiu" manner. A coast- 
iiij? party one <l}iy diseovercd a niiin and a boy 
Htretched on ibe beaeb, apparently in the bust sta^e 
of famine. They were Convoyed to the settle* 
mont- tbifortunatoly every effort of Imrnanity fail- 
ed'to save the man ; but itbe boy recovered, and 
is now in the service of Colonel Kyd at Calcutta, 
where be is much noticed for the striking singn* 
larity of bis appearance. 

The langnage of the Andaiiiancrs has not been 

# This circumstance rather seems to indicate that they 
are not cannibals. The bodies of the Bengal fishemneu 
were pierced by sharp w’capons, and pounded by stones 
until every bone v as broken. But the He ,h was not cut 
oil', nor any limb severed. , , 

P Specimen of the language of Andaman, from tlie 4tli 
Vol, of the Asiatic Researches. 
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• 
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cljNCorcx'ed to possess the slit'htest affinity to any 
that is spoken in India, eith(*r rontiuental or islan- 
die. Captain Stokoe infonnc'd me, that what lie 
lieard was not at all liarsli or disaj^'ecuble to tJie 
ear, l«lieir sonp^ ai‘e«vvildly melodious, and their 
jj^esticulation, whilst singing;, is extremely impas- 
sion(»d. This is oiic« among tlie many evidrticea 
to prove that poetiy is coeval with the language of 
man. 

Thc^ only quadt*u])eds seen on the island are 
hogs, rats, and the ichneumon. The guana also, 
of tile lizard trihe, may be reckoned in this class; 
and thcbe proved v'cry destructive to poultry. Tliero 
are- also sevend species of snakes and scojipions. 
Labourers, whilst clearing aw'a^ the undeiwocd, 
w^erc; Ifecfnently bitten ; but in no instance di<J tlie 
bite prove mortal, altbougb the patients common¬ 
ly fell into vudeiit convulsions. Eau de luce and 
opiiftn w'ere the remedies in most cases adminis¬ 
tered. • 

During the prevalence of the north-east mon¬ 
soon, fish is caught in great abundance ; but in 
tlie tempestuous seiisoii it is difficult to be pro¬ 
cured. Cirey mullet, rock cod, skate, and soles, 
:fre among the best. Oysters have been found, 
but in no great quantity. The shores abound in 
a vaiicty of beautiful shells, gorgoiiias, madre- 
poras, murex, and cowTies, with many other kinds, 
of which Captain Stokoe had made a cmious imd 
valuable- collection. 

There are several sorts of trees on the island ; 
among whidi are, the Jicus rcligiosa, or banyan 
tjet*, the almond tree, ainl the oil tn'e, which lat¬ 
ter grows to a great height, and from it a very 
useful oil is thus ]>roduccd. A horizontal incision 
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being made in the trunk, six or eight inches deep, 
a chip fourteen or fifteen inches long is cut at 
riglit angles, and the surface of tlie incision !>eing 
Iiollovved and filled with live coals, tlie turpentine, 
or wood oil, exudes copiou^y from the toj) of the 
wound. The penaigi‘e tree also is found, and is 
weiradapted for the knees (rf ships ; and the iron 
tree of stupendous size, whose timber almost bids 
defiance to the axe of the wood-cutter; the red¬ 
wood, which makes beautiful furniture, little infe¬ 
rior to fine mahogai\y. Beside these, there ai’C 
numberless creepers and rattans whicli surround 
the stems of the larger trees, and, interwoven with 
each other, form so tliick a hedge, tliat it is im¬ 
possible to penetrate far into tlie forests, hut by 
the alow and laborious process of cutting a road# 
The first seitlei’s in an uninliabited land have 
not only to contend against natural obstacles, and 
the want of several nccessaiy comforts of life, hut 
must likewise encounter the effects of an unwhole¬ 
some atmosphere ; for no country thoroughly a- 
grees with the human constitution, until it is clear¬ 
ed and cultivated. The new colonists, notwith¬ 
standing every possible attention was paid to the 
presei*vation of their health, became sickly; they 
were afilicted, duiing the four dry months, De¬ 
cember, January, February, and March, with the 
scurvy. This complaint, however, was owing to 
a change of food, and a want of vegetable <litu 
As soon as the rains commenced, it mitigated, and 
quickly disappcai*ed; but it gave way to a dread¬ 
ful successor, the intermittent fever and ague, 
which baifled all power of medicine. An indni-a- 
tion and enlargement of the spleen, a disease weH 
Jviiowii in India by the name of Boss, w;is gene- 
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rally its concomitant. The cause of these fevers, 
being local, could not he remedied. Situated in 
tin; full sweep of the south-west moTiHOon, and the 
clouds h<*ing okstructed by high mountains, the 
island is, for eight nionths in the year, waslied by 
incessant toiTonts. According to a meteorologi¬ 
cal table kept by Captaij^ Stokoe, there apptiars 4,o 
have fallen in stwen months, ninety-eight inches of 
water, a quantity fai' exceeding what I had ever 
heard of hi ajiy other country. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SAIL FROM THE ANDAMANS-MAKE THE ISLAND 

OF NARCONDAM-ARRIVE AT THE MOUTH OF 

THE RANGOON RIVER—DELAYED FOR A PI LOT— 

PROCEED-PRECAUTION OF A CUSTOM-HOUSE 

OFFICER-A DEI'^UTATION FROM RANGOON 

MEETS THE SEAHORSE-SINGULAR APPEAR¬ 
ANCE OF THE DEPUTIES- ARRIVE AT RAN¬ 

GOON, EXTRAORDINARY CONDUCT OF THE GO¬ 
VERNMENT-UNCOMFORTABLE BUILDING AL¬ 
LOTTED FOR OUR RESIDENCE-RESTRICTION 

IMPOSED ON OUR PEOPLE-COMMANDERS AND 

CREWS OF THE SHIPS IN THE RIVER PROHI¬ 
BITED FROM HOLDING A NY INTERCOURSE WITH 

THE SEA-HORSE-SITUATION UNPLEASANT, 

AND DEGRADING-REMONSTRATE-DECLARE 

MY INTENTION TO WITHDRAW-CONCESSION 

ON THE PART OF THE RANGOON GOVERN¬ 
MENT. 


Having passed five days in this wdld sequestered 
abode, where the novelty of the scene, and the 
friendly attention of our entertainers, Captains 
Kamsay and Stokoe, would have rendered a lon^^er 
Stay agreeable, we prepared to depart. The Hin- 
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doos, wliose religion forbids them to drink water 
drawn by impure hands, had filled their own casks; 
and the stock of our numcrons company was re¬ 
plenished. On the 10th, we recmbarked, and 
stood to sea. Next morning at day-light made the 
island of Narcondam, about twenty leagues east of 
the Andamans; a bamm rock, rising abruptly out 
of the ocean, uninbabitedj and seemingly (lestitute 
of vegetation. The wind being foul, we were ob¬ 
liged to tack; and on the following day we had 
advanced so little to the northward, that Narcon¬ 
dam was still ill sight. About noon, we disco¬ 
vered two ships and a schooner standing to the 
south-east. They hoisted English colours, and 
we kept our course. On the 13th, the wind 
veered to^the southward, and became fair. On the 
16th, we found ourselves, h/ a meridian observa¬ 
tion, nearly in the latitude of the roads of llan- 
goon, Ipit by our reckoning and time-piece too far 
to the eastward. After steeriiTg west some hours, 
W(i anchored for the n%ht in five fathoms, and 
plainly perceived lights on the beach. Next morn¬ 
ing we discovered low land, about six miles to the 
north-west. Here we remained till the 18tb, 
waiting for a pilot, standing off and on with short 
tacks in the day-time, and at anchor during the 
night. Finding that our signals, by firing guns 
and hoisting colours in the usual manner, were not 
answered, Mr Palmer, the seconil officer, was sent 
in the pinnace, with instructions to proceed up the 
river as far as Rangoon, in case he did not find a 
pilot sooner. On the ensuing day, the wind be¬ 
ing moderate and fair, Captain Thomas ventured 
to stand in ; and steering by land-marks, and send-* 
ing'a boat a-Iicad, crossed the bar without a pilot. 
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at Iialf-flood, iii four fathoms^ At twelve o clook, 
we entered the Rangoon river. The land on efl,(% 
side apiJpared low and swampy, and tlie hanks 
skirted until high reeds and brushwood. Four 
miles within the extremes, we came ahreiist ot a 
small village, whence a boat rowed towards us. It. 
proved to be a watcli-boat, stationed at tlie mouth 
of tlie river, to send inhdligenco of the arrival <)f 
vessels to the nearest guard, whence it is forward¬ 
ed to the Governor of Rangoon. The Birman 
officer that came on board was a mean-looking 
man, dressed in a shabby cotton jacket, and a 
piece of faded silk, which, after twice encircling 
his waist, was passed loosely between his legs, 
and fastened, behind, covering the tliighs about 
half-way to the knees. This personage, in his 
own opinion of no small consequence, sat down on 
a chair, * without the smallest ceremony, and 
called, in an authoritative tone, for his imph;ments 
of writing, which were produced by one of three 
attendants that accompanied liim. These, when 
their master wjis scattnl, squatted upon their heels 
on the deck before his chair, attentive only to his 
commands, in an attitude and manner very much 
resembling baboons, although they were well-pro¬ 
portioned strong men. I'Jie oilic,er inquired, in 
broken Portuguese, the name of the ship, whence 
she came, what arms and ammunition were on 
board, and the name of the commander; being 
satisfied in these points, he carefully committed 
them to writing. Hearing that we were not pro- 

* Wc were not aware that a sittin" posture is the most 
respccttul among the Uirmans ; and, on this occasion, were 
inclined ti> attribute to insolence, what, if it had any 
meaning, was in fact a mark of deference. 
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Vnlf'd wifh a pilot, he desired the captain to come 
to an anchor till one could he procured ; as, in 
case of any accident happening, he would be held 
responsible for permitting us to proceed. Just 
tlion, Mr*Pahner, in thtf ship’s boat, made bis ap¬ 
pearance, lie had been to Rangoon, and brought 
down a pilot with him. 4^)ur cautious visitor oflei'cd 
no farther objections, but took his leave with as 
little ceremony as he hatl entered. 

About two o'clock, a small boat from Rangoon 
met tlu^ sliip. A inaii in it hailed our pilot in the 
language of Hindustan, and desired him to cast 
anchor, as it wjis the intention of the governor of 
Rangoon to come down and receive the British 
deputation in person. Wo immediately complied 
with his%lesire. * • 

The place where we brought-to is twelve miles 
from Rangoon. The eiiti'auce of the river, and 
the hanks on each side, bort> a near resemblance 
to those of the Clang^s ; but the navigation is 
much more commodious. The channel is bold 
and deep; from six and a half to eight fathoms, 
uninteriTipted by shoals or inequality of soundings. 
Mr Wood judg(‘d tlie river, at this place, to be 
from tliree-quartcrs to a mile in breadth. We 
continued at anchor till next day, in expectation 
of the promised visit. About noon tlie fleet came 
in sight: it consisted of from twenty to thirty 
boats. On a nearer approach, only four out of 
the numh(*r seemed to belong to pernons of supe¬ 
rior condition. These were not unlike, in form, to 
the drawintrs of the state-ciuioes of some of the 
South Sea Islands. They were long and narrow^ 
witji an elevated stem, ornamented with peacocks' 

p 
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feathers and the tails of Thibet cows. Each boat 
bore a different flag, and had a long, flexible, pain¬ 
ted pole, with a gilded ball at the extremity, pro¬ 
truding honzontally from the stern. Three per¬ 
sona, apparently of higher rank, came ^Jii board. 
They meant to be civil, but were perfectly free 
fit/m Tcsti'aint, and took poi^sessiou of chain’s without 
waiting for any invitation, or paying the snadlest 
regard to those who were not seated; whilst their 
attendants, seemingly as much at ease as their 
masters, formed a semicircle m'ouiid tlnmi on the 
deck, in like manner as the servants of our former 
visitor. Being as yet unapprised of the external 
forms of respect among them, such conduct sur¬ 
prised us a good deal. The chief of tlie three, a 
good-looking young man, of short statute, I un¬ 
derstood to be a person of consideration. He 
was Govenior of the province of Dalla, on the 
opposite side of the. river to Rangoon, which he 
held on the part of tlie^ mother of the Queen, 
whose jaghire, or estate, it is. The second, an 
elderly plain man, said he was Nak-Iiaan-gce; li- 
tendly, the royal eai*. I was afterwai’ds informed 
he was tmnsmitter of intelligence, or reporter, to 
the Imperial court—an office of mucli confidence. 
The tliii-d, a Scree, an iiifeiior secretaiy, was a 
man of little relative importance compared with 
the other two. We convcjrsed for an hour, through 
the medium of an interpreter who spoke the l*m- 
giiage of llindostmi. They were extremely inqui¬ 
sitive, and asked a number of questions concora- 
ing the objects of the mission, which were an- 
sw<*ied ill friendly, but general terms. Having 
pai<l I heir comp)iments, they m’ose to d(‘part, and 
returned to their bouts, making lavish profesaions 
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of friendHhip ; and whilst the ship sailed before a 
frentle breeze they rowed with ^reat velocity round 
hei% performing a variety of evolutions, and ex¬ 
hibiting considiwablo skill in the management of 
their vessels, which we^ of unequal dimensions, 
from twenty-eight to forty oars : Ave judged tlie 
longest to be Iietwoon «xty and seventy feet, afid 
from six to eight in breadth. In this manner we 
proceeded until the town and shipping were in 
view. Tlie Princess Jloyal East ludiaman, that 
had come* from Madi*as for a cargo of timber, fin'd 
a salute to tlie Company's colours ; and the Sea¬ 
horse paid a compliment, to the battery on shore, 
of eleven guns, which were retnined by an equal 
number. Tlie pilot came-to below *tlie town, apart 
from the*other ships *about half a mile. As soon 
as the Seahorse dropped anchor, all the boats 
withdrew without further notice or explanation. 

Being desirous of sending some of our attendants 
on shore to refresh tljemselves, pai*ticulai*ly the 
Hindoos, whoso religion (‘iijoiiis them not to cat 
victuals dresscMl on board, and AAdio were on that 
account put to great incorivonicnce, being obliged 
at sea to subsist on dried finits, sweetmeats, and 
psftrhed pulse—I sent one of the attendants to the 
Governor of Dalla, to acquaint him with my wish. 
He, in reply, desired that 1 Avould defer landing 
till the following day, when a habitation that was 
preparing for our reci'ption would he in readiness. 
With this request I acquiesced, and communicated 
the same to Captain Thomas, and the gentlemen of 
the deputation, who forbade tlieir servants to leave 
the ship without express permission. ^ • 

•About five o'clock in the afternoon the inter¬ 
preter retui-ncd on hoani, and informed me, that 
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tlie rajovoon, or governor of tlie town, meant to 
^vait on me next day at the dwelfing assigned to 
ns ; intimating also, that he was (ndered to remain 
on hoard to receive my commands. This pl(*a of 
attention was probably only a cloak to -covit an¬ 
other motive : his business seemed to he rather to 
watch our motions, and learn our views, than to 
obviate inconveniences, oV manifest respect. He 
spoke the Hindoo language fluently; and 1 desired 
tlie Moonslice, a discreet and sensible man, to en¬ 
tertain him. The night passed without any coin- 
niuiiication with the shore, or with the other ships 
in the river. 

Next morning the .^^st, at ten o'clock, the Se- 
roo, or under-secrctaiy, came on hom’d, accom¬ 
panied by a man of I’oitnguuse. extraction, who 
spake very imperfect English. The Seree told me 
he was about to depart for Pegue, charg(*d with 
despatches for the Maywoon, or Viceroy ; ami re¬ 
quested to know wlietiiei’ wc had any coiiiman<ls, 
I rc'plied in the affirmativeadding, that it wsis my 
Avish to send a confidential ptnson to his Excellency, 
to deliver to Iiiin a letter from the (jovei’nor-geiio- 
ral of India, and anotlicr from mystlf. The Seree, 
finding I would not intrust my despatches to hiri, 
promised to call at noon, and convey iny ines- 
Hcnger to Pegue (about ninety miles distant) in 
his own boat; a promise which he omitted to per- 
ibrm. 

At four o*clock in the afternoon, Mr Wood, Dr 
Buchanan, and myself, landed, and were conduct¬ 
ed to a spacious temporary building which had 
been pr(*]iarcd for our reception. It was situated 
oil the v<‘rge’of the river, about 500 yards below 
the town, o|)|>osite to where the Sealiorsc was 
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iBoorod. It ooiiHistcd of only one story, raised 
tlnvo f(*c*t from tlie {ii'ouiid, suppcwted on posts 
driven into tlio earth; an elevation very necessary 
to the comfort of its irdiabitants, as the high spring 
tides waslTed the foundation pillars, and almost in¬ 
sulated the building, by filling a channel which 
th<‘ rains had (‘scavatodjt This edifice, about iiiifij- 
ty feet in length, was entirely composed of bam¬ 
boos and strong cane mats, and divided into seve¬ 
ral com]>artin(;nts. The roof was lofty, and co¬ 
ven mI with the same materials, which wera laid in 
such a manner as to afford protection from rain, 
and sliade from the sun. The floor, a bamboo 
grating, was liltewise spread with mats; and in 
one ajiai tment small cai’pets were *laid, doubtless 
designed*as a mark *of distinction. On landitjg, 
we were received by the Scree, who made a fri¬ 
volous (‘xcuse for not having called according to 
his promise, saying, that another person had been 
simt in his stead. Oj» entering the Anraudo, or 
balcony, we Avere saluted by tlie sounds of veiy 
discortiaut music, issuing from the instruments of 
a hand of musicians that had been sent by the go¬ 
vernor to welcome us. To these he had obliging¬ 
ly *added a set of dancing girls and tninhling boys, 
Avho exhibited a variety of movements in attitudes, 
some of Avhich were not ungi'aceful. Having dis- 
miss(*d this noisy assemblage, and taken a cursory 
vieAV of onr habitation, Ave were unanimous in opi¬ 
nion, that for the present it would be more advis¬ 
able and more commodious to sleep on board, at 
lesLst for that night, as we had brought no conve¬ 
niences on shore Avith us. Lea\dng therefore part 
of the guard and a few of our attendants to occupy 
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the house, we rctumod at dusk, and passed the 
nif^ht on board the Seahorse, better Iodised, and 
Hindi more coinfortably, than if we had continued 
in our new dwejliiip^. 

Surprise and disappointment were a''good <leal 
exciteii, to find, that during all this time, not a 
boat of any description 17 me to our ship, either 
from the English incrcbantnien in the ri\er, <jr 
from shore ; a cirounistance that bore the' a])]>e;u - 
ance of distrust and prohibition on the part of tlie, 
govciTiment. Captain Thomas therefore onhsed 
his pinnace to be launched, and rowed to tin* neej- 
est vessel. Being iiifonmMl tliat the coinininider 
was on shore, ]ie directed his boat lo the town 
quay, and, laifding without ceremony, jiroceedcd 
to the residence of a /tentlenian with whtAn he was 
acquainted, where he m(?t several masters of mei- 
chant ships, who informed him, that they had re¬ 
ceived an order from the Uliooni, or puhli^ court 
in which the council of goyennnent asseiidded, en¬ 
joining them not to go on hoard the JSeahorse ihem- 
eelves, or sufter any intercourse with their sliijis, 
as matters of etiquette had not yet been adjusted ; 
but added, sailor-like, that they had agreed to ask 
pennission next moiiiing to jiay their respectsi to 
the representative of tlnur nation, and, if refused, 
to go without permission ; a resolution fi-om which 
Captain Thomas prudently dissuaded them, say¬ 
ing, that they could not more oblige tlio j ei*son 
they meant to liouour, than by an implicit com¬ 
pliance with the wishes of the Birman goveni- 
ment. 

* On the following morning, Ca])tain Tliomas and 
the gentlemen of llie deputation accompanied jiie 
on shore to our habitation. We found no person 
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of tlisiin^uisliod ronsequenre tlienj; but crowds o( 
the loTvt'r cluss, both luoii and women, were col¬ 
lected from curiosity. In a short time several 
b{Kslv<it8 were' broiifibl, with the raywoon’s or go¬ 
vernor’s «oinpliinents, (;ontaimiig venison, ducks, 
<‘hickeus, bread, and roots. The same company 
of niiisiciaiis that had performed on the jneceding 
day, attenih'd to aiiiuse us. At twelve o’clock the. 
approach of a pei-son of condition was announced, 
wlien a tall elderly man, of a gi'accful appearance, 
followed by sevtiral attendants, was ushered in, 
under the title of Baha-8heen, whose mannei-s 
were easy and respectful. After informing iiu*, 
through the medium of a Portuguese interjireier, 
that he was second in authority a^ Uangoon, and 
held th» office of Ackawoon, he apologized for the 
nhsence of the raywoon, or govcuiior of the U^vn, 
wJio, ho said, was prevcnt(*,d from waiting on me 
by iiidispositioii; and added, that he would be 
happy to show me every attention in his power. 
I OApressed my sense of his politeness ; remarking, 
that my wants wen; contiiuMl t<) permission to 
purchase a few necessaries, and the means of send¬ 
ing a messenger to the viceroy of Pegue, with a 
kjttcr from the Governor-general of India, and one 
from myself, which 1 was desirous sliould be de¬ 
livered as speedily as possible. To this he replied, 
that be would forward by express any commands 
I might have ; observing, that it was an useless 

trouble to send a seiTant of mv own. Ills mean- 

* 

ing was obvious ; and as this wus his first visit, 
whii'h might he considered rather as ceremonious, 
than as intended to discuss husiness, 1 diil not 
press the matter farther. Being, however, defei- 
miued not to protract the pur])Ooe3 of the mibbion 
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longer tliun was iiticcssaiy, I acquainted binij that 
Mr \\ ood would return his visit the same <iven- 
ing ; after whirh, 1 would oenvers*'. with liim fur- 
tlier on the objects of the deputation. He endea¬ 
voured to wave the visit, -by saying it rhiglit put 
Mr Wood to an inconvenience ; hut timt it was 
)nt 4 ,duty to wait on me, wUh'h he wcmld do at any 
time, oji the shortest notice, eitlier on board the 
ship, or at our liahitation. In tlie course of con¬ 
versation he informed me, that, though a native of 
the Birman country, lie. was of Anneiiiaii extrac¬ 
tion, and professed belief in our Saviour. We 
parted about two o’clock, and at bis desire, my 
inoonsbee wrote a list of such articles as we stood 
in need of, and tendered payment before liand—an 
offer which was declined. As Our baggage*hnd nc- 
<*essaries liad not yi't been disembarked, we return¬ 
ed to dine on boanl. Karly in the afternoon, the 
Ackawoon’s boat was pcu'ccived rowing towards 
the bouse, with design, as imagined, to prevent 
by anticipation the promised visit. Cajitain ’Hiomas 
ordered liis barge to be manned, and accompanied 
me on shore. To this interview Baha-Sheen 
lironght with him, as interpreter, a Miissnlman 
merchant, who spoke Persian tolerably well, through 
whom 1 was enabled to convey my sentiments with 
more ease than at our former meeting. 

After an interchange of compliments, I told 
him, that the friendly inclinations which had long 
subsisted between the British Govenimcnt in In- 
<lia, and his Birman majesty, had been a source of 
so much satisfaction to the Governor-general of In¬ 
dia, that, with a view to perpetuate an union mu¬ 
tually advantageous to both countries, he had de • 
puted me, in tlic character of public minister, and 
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a confidential pei*son, to sti'engthen the bondK of 
amity, by tlie delivery of frieinlly It^ters ; and to 
nfi’er, in his name, rit^snranceH of a perfect i*eg;ai'd. 
In proof of this, 1 liad brought certaiti products of 
our count#y, which, together with the letters, I 
was charged to present in peraon to his majesty 
at Ava, and to the ^icoroy of Pegue. That, 
coming in such a capacity, 1 felt much chagrined 
at finding, on the part of the Rangoon govern¬ 
ment, an ap]>arent want of confidence, for whicli 
I couhl assign no cause; and experiencing a de- 
gi'ec of restraint, imposed on myself and my peo¬ 
ple, very inconsistent with wliat I expecte<l. Tliat 
I could no otherwise account for such conduct, 
than by attributing it citlier to their^isuiidorstaiid- 
ing my intentions, oi*my owi want of hnowledjio 
of their customs; tliat I wished exceetlingly to 
ascribe it to the latter, but found it difficult to per- 
snade*inyself that such obvioys inaiks of distm&t 
could be altogether matter of form without any 
other meaning. 

To this the interpreter replied on the pai't of 
his superior, in a very verbose and afFee.ted style, 
that nothing was farther from the intention of 
llaba-Sheen and the council of Rangoon, than to 
give umbrage or offer disrespect; that it was the 
custom of their nation ; and that the restraint 
whicli was now so irksome to me, would, he had 
no doubt, speedily ho removed. I replied, that 
it was my earnest desire to manifest my regard 
for the Rinnan govcriimentj by acquiescing in every 
cerennmial that their eustoms prescribed for p<*r- 
soiis ill the capacity 1 held, jirovided such <'(‘re- 
iii^iiials were not derogatory from the dignity of 
the Slate I represented. But there was one point 
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in whioli the coiuhirt of the council of Rangoon 
could not be ,jnstilie<l, under any ]dea of fonn or 
custom ; this was, the interdiction laul on the cap¬ 
tains of the English ships in the river against going 
on board the Seahorse, to pay me that- rnmk of 
respect to which he well knetv I was entitled, as 
agent from the English •government, and which 
those gentlemen were solicitous to offer me in that 
character. That this prohibition, contrary to the 
usage of all civilized states, was too disrespectful 
to be passed over in silence, and could only arise 
from imwortliy suspicions, or from an intention to 
give offence. I desired that he would favour me 
with an cx[)lanation of such extraordinaiy and 
unexpected treatment. 

To this requisition Baba-Sheen replied in vague 
and unsatisfactory language; assuring me, that 
what had been done was only in conformity to 
long established usage, which he begged I would 
not take amiss, or consider in a mistaken point of 
view- That if I would intrust my letters for the 
viceroy to him, ho would forwai'd them by a safe 
messenger, who would return in two or three days, 
and probably bring with him an invitation from 
his excellency to pay him a visit at Pegue, whither 
he should have the honour to attend me. 

Being furnished with duplicates of all my official 
papens, and apprised that tlie letter from the Gover¬ 
nor-general to the viceroy was merely complimen¬ 
tary, I thought it a fit opportunity to manifest a 
confidence in him, in the hope that it might pro¬ 
duce a liberal return. 1 tberefore told him, that 
although it was coiiti*ary to our practice to intnist 
official papers to other than a confidential servant, 
yet, to manifest the reliance I had on his goo<l will, 
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I would take upon me, in the present case, to wave 
all form, and ivith pleasure commit to him the de¬ 
livery of the letttjr from the {^overiiolp general, to- 
getlicr with one from myself. During tjiis con¬ 
ference. rediscovered that Baba-Sheen understood 
my meaning in Persian, although he could not 
himself speak it. Ho, howewer, spoke the language 
of Ilindostan in an imptu-fect manner, but sufficient 
to express intelligibly what he wished to convey, 
and we soon underatood each other so well, 
as no longer to stand in need of an inteiiiretcr. It 
was now late, and he took his leave, with lavish 
professions of respect and good inclination. 

The delicacy of my present situation caused mo 
to consider seriously on what were,the moat eligi¬ 
ble step%to pursue. , The vigilant suspicion with 
wliicli I was guarded, and "the restriction, little 
short of imprisonment, imposed on myself and my 
attendants, aggravated by tlie humiliating prohibi¬ 
tion against holding any int(jrCounse with my own 
countrymen, seemed to kugur an unfavourable issue 
to the mission, and were sufficient to warrant my 
availing myself of a clause in my instructions, tliat 
gave me a discretionary power to return, without 
further explanation, in case I judged it expedient, 
Ueflectiiig, however, that to witlalraw in disgust, 
before I liad further communication with higher 
authority, would, in the present stage of the busi¬ 
ness, only serve to confirm their suspicions, and 
Buhstantiate that jealousy which it was the primary 
object of the missifin to remove; adverting also 
to the probability, that the persons who ruled at 
Bangoon were inimical to the deputation, as iiicon- 
sisteiit with their own interests, and perhaps weft 
ignorant and at a loss how to act; and weighing 
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these consideratioim, togetliev witli tlie cPTonioiiioKs 
and respectful manner in which tlie depntutioii 
had been njeeived on its first arrival, I judged it 
most prudent to submit, for some time longer, to 
the irksomeness of my sjtuation, rather than take 
a step so decided as to exclude every avenue of 
future communication. ^ 

This morning I went on shore to our habitation, 
accompanied by (Captain Thomas and Dr liudjaiian. 
We remained till noon, and returned to the ship 
without seeing any person of note. Wherever we 
directed oiu’ steps, three or four Birman sentinels 
followed us closely. Whilst we were at the house, 
a present of milk, venison, fowls and vegetables, 
came from the governor; and eleven baskets of 
rice, with a large tub of gee, * were sent<on board 
tlw SeaJiorae for the use of the people. Payment 
was offered, but positively refused ; the messenger 
saying he was instructed to receive my commands 
for whatever necessaries we might require. Not 
any person belonging to the mission was yet allow¬ 
ed to enter the town, or purchase aj ticles at the 
market; nor could a servant go to a well a foAV 
yards from our dwelling to fetch water, without 
the attendance of a Bii'man sentinel. No country 
boat WHS suffered to approach us, nor did any in¬ 
tercourse pass between the Seahorse and the 
vessels in the river. 

In this state of unpleasant restraint we [.assed 
the 24itli and 25th. Our excursions from the ship 
extended no farther than the insulated habitation. 
Every morning the usual pnisent for our table was 
regularly brought, to which was sometimes addetl 


* Clarified butter. 
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fish of a grood quality, that which is called in Ben- 
the sable fisli. On the morning of the 26lh I 
went on shove at an early hour, accompanied by 
1)( K'tor Buchanan. The spring-tides, which pre¬ 
vailed sincrf! the time of pur aiiival, had now suh- 
side<l, and left a dry foot-path in the rear of the 
house, across tlie water-bourse that surrounded \t, 
thereby opening a free communication with the 
country. Dr Buchanan and myself took the liber¬ 
ty to pass the boundary for the first time. When 
the Birman sentinels perceived our intention, they 
consulted together, as we imagined, whether or not 
they should interpose and prevent us. They how¬ 
ever contented themselves with following us, and 
vigilantly obaci*ving all our actions.* Passing over 
some dryirice grounds, we rq^iched the place where 
the ceremony of burning the dead is usually per¬ 
formed. Whilst wc were examining tlic ruins of a 
deca)'^ed temple, a messenger came to inform me 
that Baba-Sheen had aiT^ved at the house. We im¬ 
mediately went hack, and found him w^aiting for 
us. After the usual salutation, I asked him if the 
courier he had despatched to Pegue was returned ? 
He answered in the aftinnative; and added, that 
a8q;ho letters contained nothing more than a noti¬ 
fication of ray arrival, and customary compliments, 
the viceroy had'sent a verbal reply, to signify that 
he would ho glad to see me and the rest of the Eng- 
livsh gentlemen at Pegue; at the same time com¬ 
manding liim to provide suitable boats, and every 
requisite for our journey, which Baba-Sheen said 
AAould bo in readiness in two or three days; and 
that it was his intention to precede us, in order ii\ 
VOL. 1. Q G 
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make the necessary aii'angements for our recep¬ 
tion. This intimation was answered on my part 
with a cool ahknowledgmeut of the viceroy s civi¬ 
lity. After expressing my surprise that ho liad 
not written either to notify having ref43ived the 
Govemor-generars letter, or to desire our com¬ 
pany, 1 added, that my paying a visit to his excel¬ 
lency was a matter which could not at that time 
be determined. Baba-Sheen hoped that no impe¬ 
diment might arise to prevent it, and begged to lie 
favoured with a sight of the presents intended for 
the viceroy. I promised to gratify his wish, pro¬ 
vided he would come on board the Sealiorse. 
He appointed the following morning, and took 
his leave. In r this visit lie was accompanied by 
the Nakhaan, or news-wiiteiy before mentioned. 

“At nine o’clock in the moi-ning Baba-sheen came 
on lioai'd. We were likewise honoured by the visit 
of an unexpected personage. The Raywoon, or 
governor, who had before excused liimself on ac¬ 
count of indisposition, found hts health suiHcieutly 
mended to venture to the ship, and by his looks plain¬ 
ly evinced that he had not been long an invalid. 
His appearance bespoke him sixty years of age. 
His dress was military. He caiiied a sword, asul 
wore a tight coat of Eui'opean broad cloth, with gold 
buttons of a conical form. A fillet of muslin sm*- 
rounded his head, A piece of checqiicred Pegue 
silk was wrapped round his ivuist, and half conceal¬ 
ed his thighs. On his feet he wore the sandals of 
Pegue, wliich resemble those used by the Sepoys 
of India. He was attended by seven or eight sor- 
v;uits armed with sabres, one of whom carried a 
painted box containing beetle leaf and ai’cca nut, pii- 
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other his writing materials, and a third a flaggon 
of water, on the neck of which was suspended a 
large gold cup, that sei’ved as a cover to the flag- 
gon, and a vessel to drink out of. All these, I 
afterward# undei*stood,, were appendages of his 
dignity, as well as ai’ticles of cf)nvenience. After 
a slight obeisance, (for, the Bmnans are not cere¬ 
monious in their salutations), lie sat down on a 
chair placed on the quailer-deck, and in his con¬ 
versation displayed more knowledge than 1 had as 
yet discovered in any of his countiymen. He in¬ 
formed me, tliat his name was Seree Nunda Kiou- 
ssa ; that he had ccnimaiuled the troops which iii'st 
entered the British temtories, and met General 
Erakine on the bordera of Chittagong, mentioning 
circnmstences that 4eft no,room to <lonbt his ve-^ 
rarity. He seeme<l exceedingly pleased to Ifear 
that the fugitive delinquents had been given np to 
the justice of their countiy and expressed him¬ 
self in handsome terms^of General Erskine, whose 
moderation and good sense, he observed, prevent¬ 
ed the cifiision of much blood; intimating also 
great doubt as to what might Jiave been tije issue 
of the contest, bad matters been pushed to extre- 
iftity. Of this little ebullition of vanity I took no 
notice, and, at the request of Baba-Sheen, ordered 
the presents designed for the viceroy to he dis¬ 
played. They consisted of several pieces of gold, 
silver, and plain muslin, three pieces of broad cloth, 
a piece of velvet, and one of flowered satin, a high 
finished fowling-piece, a corabaii of Persian rose¬ 
water, specimens of cut-glass, and some smaller 
articles. Our visitants examined them with clqge 
attention. Oiie. of tlieir attendants wrote an in¬ 
ventory on the spot, and, I afterwards understood. 
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cjiiculatcil the value of each distiiK’t article.* The 
llaywoon cxpreswiiis^ approbation of tlie cloth, par¬ 
ticularly that of a blue colour, I requested poririis- 
sioii to send a pi('ce to his liousc. lie returned a 
civil answer, m gcMieral terms, without either do* 
dining or accepting my oflbr. Alter some uniiu- 
portant conversation, they witlidrew; and at my 
desire, Captain Thomas saiut(*d tJic Ray woon with 
seven guns. Shortly afterwards, I sent a sei-vant 
to him with compliments, and the jnecc of cloth I 
liad ])romisod, which, to my no small sm-prise, he 
tlccliiied, and relumed by the same messenger, 
apologizing for liis refusal, by saying, that certain 
reasons jirevented bini at tliat time from receiving 
my present. l{or (liis ambiguous conduct I could 
^no otheiwise account, than by ascribing jt to that 
vsuspicions distnist wbicli was so plainly indicated 
in all tlie actions of this singular people. 

d'lie circumstances that 1 have related, togetbev 
with many other petly marks of authorized disre¬ 
spect from different qiiartej-s, determined me to 
come to a full and salisfactoiy eclaircissement with 
the government of Rangoon, before 1 would con¬ 
sent to visit the viceroy at Pegue. In pursuance 
of tin’s resolution, I sent early in the morning to 
J3ahsi-Shecn, desiring to see liim as soon as conve¬ 
nient. He came to the house about ten o’clock. 
After reca])itulatiiig the various causes of umbrage 
wbicli liad l»een given me, I adiled, that all these 
reasons combined, wliich weie still further strength- 

* Similar curiosity was expressed by the mamlarincs at 
Canton, to learn, from the India Company’s Coinmis- 
the ]>artit‘ulara and value of the presents that were 
brought by Lord Macartney, for the Emperor of China. 
Sir Gtjorge SlfiurUo7ii' Vul* /. chap* Vlh* 
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enod by tbe viceroy’s liavingj retumetl a vap^c and 
verbal reply to tbe (iovernor-generars bitter, con¬ 
trary to their biH)wn usage, renderefl it imposaibbi 
for me to proceed to Pegue, until he should ex¬ 
plain tbe motives of sucli mysterious conduct; and 
I desired, that if any doubts were entertained re- 
spectii^g the objects of ^ny mission, or the natiye 
of my designs, he would express himself freely, 
and give me an opportunity, by removing them, 
to undeceive their government. He replied, as 
usual, in equivocal terms, and by an assurance that 
it was no more than what was conformable to cus¬ 
tom. I said that I was sony for it, as our cus¬ 
toms were so incompatible with theirs; that I 
could not, consistent with what I <^ved to the dig¬ 
nity of iHy own government^ longer submit to rny- 
present situation; that as their forms and ours 
ditfered so widely, and, from what ho said, were 
not likely to correspond, without a derogatory 
concession on one partin' the other, there was no 
help for it. We could not apply the remedy, and 
should part as we had met, on tenns of mutual 
good will and friendship. As I had thus far ac¬ 
quiesced, Baba-Sheen did not expect that matters 
u^uld take such a turn. Intelligence of my ar¬ 
rival had been forwarded to the court, and the au¬ 
thors of my departure would be subject to its dis¬ 
pleasure. lie appeared alarmed, and earnestly 
asked—Wliat is it you desire?” I replied, im¬ 
mediate release from all personal restraint; that 
the spies which were stationed on board the Sea¬ 
horse, and 'the sentinels tliat accompanied every 
heat that left or came to the ship should be ra- 
movod; that my servants should have the same 
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liberty that tlie servants of other strangei’s enjoyed, 
with leave to pnrcliase what they wanted; that 
boats from thft shijipini^ in tlie river should have 
free access, an<l tlie <‘ouimanders pennission to 
visit me ; that IMr Wood should Jiave safe conduct 
to the viceroy of Pegue, to receive in person either 
a verbal acknowledgment, of the Govenior-gene- 
ral’s letter, and an invitation to me to visit Pegue, 
or bring with him a written reply. That unless 
these reasonable requisitions wore acceded to, I 
must beg leave to depai’t, which I should do on 
the most amicable terms; and only regret that the 
public chai'acter I had the honour to fill, did not 
admit of concessions on my pait which would he 
considered as humiliating by ray countrymen. To 
..;l}ns Baba-Sl»een ansvyered in his forrnvr strain, 
endeavoui’ing to anmsc me by a story quite im¬ 
pertinent to the subject. I told him it was very 
well. The English and Birman nations, 1 Imped, 
would long continue to maintain a friendly inter¬ 
course ; at the same time begged to he favoured 
with lus commands to C'alcutta. He then entreat¬ 
ed of me to lay aside my intention, and assigned 
as a i-eason for the viceroy’s not writing, that he 
had no person with him who understood either 
Persian or English. Tliis was not true; for I 
Itiiew that the Mussulman merchant, who inter¬ 
preted on the 22d, caiTied the lettem * to him, in 
order to explain tlicni. Binding that I was deter¬ 
mined, he said he would consult llie llaywoon, 
and give me a reply in the afternoon, lie then 
took his leave. 

Thu letters of the Governor-general to tlie Emperor 
and tliu viceroy, were written in Jiinnaii, Persian, artd 
English. 1 alw.iys wrote in Perbian, and fix English, 
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At four o’clock, Mr Wood and myself met the 
Rayw'oon and Baba-Sheen at our habitation. They 
came accompanied by a numerous train of follow- 
el's. Among othei-s, the Nak-haan attended, to 
listen to, ^nd note the.conversation. At this in¬ 
terview every persuasive art was used to prevail 
on me to forego iny intention of depjuture, witji- 
out their assenting to my [iropositions. They even 
condescended to ask it as a favoiu*. I, however, 
continued inflexible. At their desire, I recapitu¬ 
lated the terms on which alone I would consent to 
remain. After talking for three houra to no pur¬ 
pose, and ofieiing to yield in some things, they at 
lengtli agi'ecd to give up every point. Mr Wood 
was to accompany Baba-Sheen to Pegue ; the 
captains vf the English sJiipg were to have free ac, 
cess; our attendants liberty to purchase what tlJey 
wanted, and to go where they pleased; the spies 
stationed on boai'd the Sealior?e were to be re¬ 
moved, and boats suifeijpd to pass from the ship to 
the shore without a Birman sentinel. These mat- 
tera being stipulated, and a punctual performance 
solemnly promised, 1 relinquished my design of 
going awaj’’ for the present, and we parted with 
apparent contentment and good humour on both 
sides. 

The morning of the 29th produced a satisfac¬ 
tory adjustment of every point in contention, by 
an unqualified acquiescence on the pai't of the 
Rangoon government, to my several requisitions. 
At ten o’clock the captains of the principal Eng¬ 
lish ships in the river visited me at the bouse, ac¬ 
companied by Baba-Sheen. The spies were witl^ 
drawn from the sliip, and our people permitted to 
go to the Bazar, or mai'ket, without molestation. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

CONSENT TO GO TO PEGUE BEFORE THE RETURN 

OF MR WOOD-SUSPICIONS OP THE BIRMANS 

AW’AKENED BY DESIGNING PERSONS-HOSPI¬ 

TABLE RECEPTION EXPERIENCED BY FOREIGN 

MERCHANTS* AT RANGOON-CHARACTERS OP 

. MEN IN OFFICE-A,RTS USED TO COUTW’ERACT 

"THE ENGLISH DEPUTATION-MR WOOD DE¬ 
PARTS FROM RANGOON-POLITENESS OF THE 

RAYWOON-EMBARK FOR PEGUE-BRING-TO 

DURING THE EBB OF TfDE—APPEARANCE OP 

THE COUNTRY-FIND THE REMAINS OF TWO 

DEER, HALF DEVOURED BY TIGERS-RICH 

SOIL-COUNTRY DESTITUTE OF POPULATION, 

AND INFESTED BY WILD BEASTS. 

ft 

At tho earnest solicitation of Baba-Sheen, 1 con¬ 
sented to embark for Pe^e on the 31st of March, 
and not wait the return of Mr Wood, as 1 had at 
first intended. The annual festival at the griat 
temple of Pej^e was about to be celebrated with 
sumptuous magnificence; and the viceroy had ex¬ 
pressed a paiticular desire that the English gentle- 
should witness the rejoicings. 1 told Baha-' 
Sheen that I would relinquish my original detec- 
mination on this point, as a mark of my confidence 
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in Iiim, tgid perfect conviction of tlie friendly in¬ 
clinations of the viceroy. 

IVevioua to this amicable termination of a dis¬ 
agreement wliich at first bore an inauspicious ap¬ 
pearance, Jl had conjec^iired Avbat were the real 
motives of their distinust, and my conclusions after¬ 
wards proved to be rigjitly founded. Pride, the 
natural characteristic of the Birmans, was inflamed 
by the arts of designing men, and suspicion was 
awakened by misrepresentation. The Birmans, 
sensible of the advantages of commerce, but inex¬ 
pert in the practice, desirous to improve, but unac- 
cjuainted with the principles of trade, had of late yeaiB 
given toleration to all sects, and invited strangers 
of every nation to resort to their poits ; and being 
themseiv''49 free from those prejudices of cast whicli^ 
shackle their Indian neighboui’s, they permitted 
foreigners to intermany and settle amongst them. 
But tkeir country had btien so much harassed by 
wars with neighbouring nations, and torn by re¬ 
volts and domestic dissensions, that trade was fre- 
cjuently inten'upted, and sometimes entkely stop¬ 
ped ; property was rendered insecure, and even 
the peraonal safety of settlers endangered. Dur¬ 
ing the short intervals of tranquillity, obscure ad- 
venturera, and outcasts from all countries of the 
East, had docked to Rangoon, where they were 
received with hospitality by a liberal nation. A-t 
niong those, the industrious few soon, acquii'ed 
wealth by means of their superior knowledge. The 
Parsees, the Armenums, and a small proportion of 
Mussuhnen, engrossed the lai’gest share of the 
trade of Rangoon; and individuals from their num- 
bev were frequently selected by government to fill 
employments of trust that related to trade and 
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transactions with foreigners, the duties of which 
the Birmans supposed that such persons could 
perform better than themselves. Baha>Sheen, bom 
in the Birman countiy, of Armenian parents, had 
obtained the high office ^ he held by bis skill in 
business and his general knowledge. Tlie descend¬ 
ant of a Portuguese famil]'’, named Jaunsee, whose 
origin was very low, and who, in the early part 
of his life, had been accused as accessary to the 
piratical seizure of an English vessel, was in¬ 
vested with the important office of Shawbunder, 
or intendant of the port, and receiver of the port 
customs. This man appeared to perform the du¬ 
ties of his station with diligence. The town of 
Rangoon was indebted to his activity for the pave¬ 
ment of its streets, fpr several well buiVi wooden 
liridges, and a wharf, which, extending into the 
river, and raised on posts, enabled the ships 
to deliver and receive cai’goes without the as¬ 
sistance of river craft, tjnder his direction also, 
a spacious customhouse nad lately been erected. 
Tliis is the only lay building in Rangoon that is 
not constructed of wood. It is composed of brick 
and mortar, and the roof covered with tiles. With¬ 
in, tliere are a number of wooden stages for the 
deception of bale goods. Notwithstanding the re¬ 
spect which the energy of Jatmsee’s character had 
obtained, the Birmans were by no means insen¬ 
sible of the meanness of his extraction. His ^ant 
of education was a matter of derision among them. 
Although an inhabitant of the Birman country near 
forty years, and a great part of the time an officer 
©f government, he could neither read nor write, 
and even spoke their language imperfectly. We 
were unfortunate in his happening to be at Ava at 
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the time of oar arrival, whither he had go&e to 
render up his annual accounts. Had he been on 
the spot, it is probable he would tave obviated 
several of the inconvr^iient circumstances attend¬ 
ing oui* fii^st introductioiv 

The cliai-aeter of Baba-Sheen was strikingly 
contrasted with that of yie Shawbunder. He wqs 
a man of general knowledge, and deemed by the 
Bii’mans an accomplished scholar. He was better 
acquainted with the histoiy, politics, and geogra¬ 
phy of Europe, than any Asiatic I ever conversed 
with. His learning was universal, being slightly 
versed in almost every science; but his informa¬ 
tion, extensive as it was, although it gained him 
employment, could not procure him confidence. 
He was laid to be deficient Jn other essential rt^v 
quisites. 

Several private merchants had also acquired iu- 
fiuenoe in Rangoon. Bawangee, a Parsee of con- 
sidemhle credit, had i]:^crcst to procure a partial 
mitigation of duties on his merchandise, in consi¬ 
deration of supplying annually a certain number of 
firelocks for the royal arsenal. Jacob Aguizar, an 
Armenian, to whom 1 had letters of cre<iit, dealt 
lately in foreign commodities. These people na^ 
turally behold with a jealous eye any advance of a 
commercial nature, that may tend to diminish their 
influence, and deprive them of that dictatorial power, 
which they assume and exercise over all merchants 
and mariners that resort to Rangoon : But of none* 
aa*e they so apprehensive as of the English, a con- 
liection with whom might teach the Birmans to- 
transact foreigti business without tlieir assistonca, 
ami give them a more adequate sense of their own 
interests, thuler these feam they had long been 
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disseminating the seeds of suspicion, and warning 
the Birmans to bo on their guard against British 
fraud, as well as British force; but no sooner did 
they hear of the present deputation, than the alann- 
bell was sounded from ab quartci*s. They repre¬ 
sented (as I was credibly informed) our designs to 
be of the most mischievous tendency; and even 
endeavoured to work on the superstition of the 
people, by the solemn promulgation of a prophecy, 
that in less than twelve months the English colours 
would fly on the Rangoon flag>staif. These arti¬ 
fices, which were not now practised for the first 
time, although they could not deceive the Birmans, 
it is probable were not altogether void of effect; 
nor is it to be wondered at, that our reception, 
-though respectful from the deputation that came 
dbxvn to meet us, was not perfectly cordial. There 
is also reason to concluile, tliat the provincial offi- 
cei*s of Rangoon knew not in wliat manner they 
ought to act, not having received precise instruc¬ 
tions for the regulation of their conduct towards 
us in matters of ceremony. 

Confoimably to our recent arrangement, Mr 
Wood left us on the preceding night, and accom¬ 
panied by Baba-Sheen, set out for Pegue in a cou^- 
modious boat, well protected from? .the, weather. 
This day the captains of the principal ships in the * 
river dined with me on shore. The Rapvoon,! 
knowing that I was to have company, sent a wholo'- 
antelope, with Indian vegetables in abundance; 
and acquainted me, that boats would he in readi¬ 
ness for us on the following day at noon, as I had 
promised to leave Rangoon by the evening’s tide. 

The morning of the following day was spent in 
preparation for our journey to Pegue. Having 
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now come to a right understanding with persons 
in power, 1 did not scmple to send on shore pai't 
of my hea\’y baggage, which was dejTosited in the 
house, under cliarge of thi’ee soldiers, and some 
servants, v^hom we were obliged to leave behind 
on account of indisposition. The presents for his 
Majesty were not taken^out of the ship, as man^ 
of the articles were of a brittle nature, and liable 
to injury from removal. I likewise di‘ew up a short 
letter of instructions for Captain lliomas, leaving 
him in most cases a latitude to act from the die* 
tates of bis own discretion, on which 1 knew 1 
might with safety rely; at the same time I pointed 
out the propriety of using every means to concili¬ 
ate the inhabitants, and cautioned him to repress, 
in his European crew» that thoughtless intemper- ^ 
ance whicii is the characteristic of British seamen 
when they get on shore. 

About noon, three boats were in readiness at 
the a*eek near our dwelling. * The one designed 
for my conveyance was Vomfoi-table, according to 
Birman notions of accommodation. It consisted of 
tlu'ee small compm'tments, partitioned by fine mats, 
neatly fastened to slips of bamboo cane. The inner 
room was lined with Indian chintz. Tim roof, how¬ 
ever, was so low as not to admit of a person stand- 
ing upright; an inconvenience scarcely to be en- 
dwed by an European, but not at all regarded by 
Asiatics. It was rowed by twelve Birman water¬ 
men, who used short oars made in the English 
form, and who seemed to understand their business. 
A largo heavy boat was provided for the soldiei-s 
and our domestics, and a small cutter attended as 
a l^itchen. The boat destined for Dr Buchanan 
VOL. 1. A 
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ilid not anive until it was dark, and being a very 
indifferent one, we ime^ined it was kept out of siglit 
for that reason. 

The mouth of the Syriam or Pegue river, where 
it joins with that of Rangoon, is about Jthree miles 
below the town; we therefore waited till the ebb 
tide was nearly spent, in i?rder to drop doivn, and 
take the first of the flood to ascend the river of 
Pegpie. At eight o’clock at night we embarked, 
accompanied by two war-boats, in one of which 
was the Nakhaan of Rangoon, and in the other an 
inferior officer. A black Portuguese in the 8ci*vice 
of the provincial government, who spoke the Ian-- 
guage of Hindostan, came as official interpreter. 
We had likewif-e another Portuguese, named Paunt* 
„jlchoo, who engaged iri my service at the ^Andaman 
island, whither he had come from Bassien, as a 
trader in tobacco and small articles for the supply 
of the colony. This man was a valuable noquish 
tion to me during the mission. He spoke the Bir* 
man language fluently, and that of Hindostan in¬ 
telligibly. Tlie latter was the medium I commonly 
used in my conversations with Birmans, and 1 was 
seldom at a loss to find some person that under¬ 
stood it. On arriving at the mouth of the Pegae 
river, we brought to, and waited an hour for the 
turn of tide, which, during the springs, runs with 
considerable violence. On the first of the flood, 
we weighed, and used our oars. Neap tides pre¬ 
vailing, the boats made hut slow progress, about 
four miles an hour, continuing at that rate for seven 
hours, when we again stopped, and fastened our 
boats to the hank. 

Early in the morning, Dr Buchanan and myself 
^walked out with our guns, accompanied by half a 
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dozen attendants. The countiy round, as fai' as our 
view could reach, displayed a level plain, with 
clumps of trees at distant intervals. Jl. thick reedy 
p^rass had gi‘Own in some places very high; in o- 
thcrs, whcrg it had been hjimt, there appeared good 
pasturage for cattle. We saw the embanked divi¬ 
sions of a few rice plantsjfions, and discovered the 
vestiges of former culture and population; but 
during a walk of two hours, the eye was not gra¬ 
tified with the sight of a house, or an inliabitant. 
Desolated by the contentions of the Birmans and 
Peguers, the countiy had not yet recovered from 
the ravages of war. In our walk we obseived many 
tracks of wild elephants, the spots where hogs had 
rooted, and deer lain, and found the remains of two 
antelopesJthat had recentlyJieen killed and half, 
devoured by tigers. The Doctor and myself fired 
at a deer without success. The banks on each side 
the river are low, and the land seems adapted to 
produce excellent crops ^ but it is now quite de« 
eerted, and become the undisputed domain of the 
wild beasts of the forest 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ARHIVE AT PECUE—POLITE RECEPTION—IN¬ 
VITED TO THE CELEBRATION OF THE ANNUAL 

FESTIVAL-PROCESSION DESCRIBED—SPORTS 

IN HONOUR OF THE DAY—PUGILISTIC EXER¬ 
CISES-BIRMANS EXPERT AT WRESTLING- 

FORMAL INTRODUCTION TO THE MAYWOON, 
OR VICEROY—COMPANIES FROM TH« DIFFER¬ 
ENT DISTRICTS OF THE PROVINCE PASS IN 
REVIEW—GRAND DISPLAY OP FIREWORKS— 
ORDERLY AND SOBER DEMEANOUR OF THE 

POPULACE — CURIOSITY OF THE BIRMANS- 

ATTENTION OF THE VICEROY TO OUR ACCOM¬ 
MODATION—INVITED TO A DRAMATIC RE¬ 
PRESENTATION-SIAMESE ACTORS—AN EX¬ 

TRAORDINARY PERFORMER—DESCRIPTrON OF 

THE PLAY-BIRMANS CLOSE THE YEAR WITH 

A PURIFICATORY CEREMONIAL, IN WHICH THE 
ENGLISH GENTLEMEN BEAR A PART. 

At noon wo got under way, and soon passed a 
village the right, consisting of about twenty 
houses. The river gradually diminished in breadth, 
and at this place was not more than forty yards 
^^idi?, the biinks covered with coppice and long 
reeds. After passing another and larger village, 
where there was a chokey or watch-house, we 
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proceeded through a cultivated country, and nu¬ 
merous villages appeared on eacJi si<k. At seven 
in the evening we were in sight of Pegue, and 
judged the distance by water from Rangoon to be 
about ninety miles, mdlst part of the way in a 
northward direction; but the windings of the river 
are so great, that the ]t)ad in a straight line mu«t 
he much less. When we approached the landing- 
place, Mr Wood came down to meet us, and the 
favoui‘able account he gave of his reception, added 
not a little to the satisfaction of having finished 
our journey; we also found Baba-Sheen on the 
bank waiting our arrival. This personage con¬ 
ducted us with great civility to ^our habitation, 
which we were pleased at finding far superior to 
that we fiad left. It was Situated on a plain, a 
few hnndred yards without the principal gate of 
the pjresent town, but within the fortified lines of 
the ancient city. Like Birman houses in general, 
it was raised between tliree and four feet from the 
ground, composed wholly of bamboos and mats, 
and indifferently thatched. This is a defect that 
extends universally to their own dwellings, and 
affords matter of surprise, in a countiy where the 
coarse grass used for thatching is so plentiful. We 
had each a small apartment aa a bed-chamber, 
with cai'pcts spread over the mats, and a larger 
room to dine in and to receive visitors. Huts> 
were also erected for our attendants ; and a bam¬ 
boo palisade, enclosing a court sufficiently spa¬ 
cious, surrounded the whole. On the whole, we 
had reason to be satisfied with our dwelling; it 
lYas commodious, according to the ideas of the 
people themselves, and we had no right to com- 
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plain of that wliich was well intended. Shortly 
after our aiTr'^al, two oflicera of government wait¬ 
ed on me, Avith compliments of congratulation 
from the Maywoon ; tliey staid but a short time, 
perceiving that we were busy in ai*ranging conve¬ 
niences for the night. 

. Oiir servants Avere occupied dining the greater 
part of the next day in bringing up our baggage 
from the boats to the house, a distance of nearly 
half a mile. In the afternoon, an officer called 
Che-Key, second in rank to the Maywoon, and 
the Sere-dogce, or secretary of the provincial go¬ 
vernment, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, paid us a 
visit to tea. They informed me, that the May¬ 
woon, or viceroy, who had been much engaged in 
<lirecting the preparations for the ensuing festival, 
hoped that Ave would Avave ceremony, and give him 
our company on the following morning at the.gi-eat 
temple of Shocmadoo, to view the amusements of 
the first day—an invitation' that 1 gla<lly accept¬ 
ed, from motives of curiosity as Avell as of re¬ 
spect. 

At eight o’clock in the morning Baha-Shcon 
arrived, in order to conduct us to the temple; and 
brought with him three small horses, equipped 
Avith saddles and bridles, resembling those used by 
the higher ranks of the inhabitants of Hindost,an. 
After breakfast, Mr Wood, Doctor Buchanan, ,tnd 
myself, mounted, and attended by Baba-Slieen, 
and an Ackedoo, an officer belonging to the May« 
Avoon’s household, also on horseback, set out to 
view the ceremony. We entered the new toAirn 
byrthe nearest gate, and pi-oceetled upwards of ^ 
quarter of a mile tlirougli tbe principal street, till 
came to Avhere it was crossed at rigljt angles 
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by anotlier, wliicli led from tlie Maywooii’s rosi- 
donce to the temple. Here our pro^’esa waa atoj)- 
ped by a j^eat concourse of people ; and we per¬ 
ceived op each side of the way troo])s marching 
by single files, in slow time, towards the temple, 
liy the advice of Babii^Sheen, we occupied a coi'- 
venient spot to view the procession. The troopa 
that we saw were the Maywoon’s guard; five or 
six hundred men passed us in this manner, wretch¬ 
edly armed and equipped. Many had mushets that 
appeai*ed in a veiy miserviceahle state, with ac¬ 
coutrements not in a more respectable condition. 
Some were provided witli speai's, othei*8 with sa¬ 
bres ; whilst their dress was as •motley as their 
weapon|. Several were ^ naked to the middle, 
having only a kummerhand, or waistcloth, rolled 
roiiiHl their waist, and passed between tlieir legs. 
Some were dressed in old velvet or cloth coats, 
which they put on re|;ai'dlcss of size or fashion, 
although it scarcely covered their nakedness, or 
tmiled on the ground ; it was finery, and finery in 
any shape was welcome. Some wore Dutch 
broad-brimmed hats, hound with gold lace; others 
liie crowns of hats, without any brim at all. The 
officers of this martial hand, who were for the 
most pai*t Christian descendants of Portuguese an- 
rftstoi*s, exhibited a very gi’otesqiie appearance. 
The first pereonages of rank that passed by, ivero 
three children of the Maywoon, borne astride up¬ 
on men’s shoulders ; the ehlest, a hoy about eight 
years of age; the youngest, a girl not more than 
five. The latter only was legitimate, being the fiyst 
lv)m of his present wife ; the two elder were the 
offspring of concubines. The Maywoon followed 
at a shor| distance, mounted on the neck of a 
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fine elephant, which he guided hims'elf. His dress 
was handsome^ and becoming ; he had on a dark 
velvet robe, with long sleeves, trimmed with broad 
gold lace, and on liis head he wore a conical cap, 
of the same material, richly embroidered* A num¬ 
ber of parade elephants, in tawdry housings, 
brouglit up the rear. As we had not been for¬ 
mally introduced, he passed by without honouring 
us with any notice. Proceeding to the foot of the 
slc])s that lead to the pagoda, his elephant knelt 
down to sufier him to alight. Whilst he was 
in the performance of this act, the parade ele¬ 
phants knelt also, and the crowd that followed 
squatted on their heels. Plaving ascended the 
flight of steps, he put off his shoes, and , walked 
once round the temple without his umbrella, which 
was laid aside out of reverence to the sanctity of 
the place. When he had finished this ceremony, 
he proceeded to the ^cene of amusement—a sort 
of theatre, erected at an angle of the area of the 
temple. Two saloons, or open halls, separate from 
the gi’eat building, formed two sides of the thea¬ 
tre, which was about fifty feet square, covered by 
an awning of grass, spread on a flat roof of slem 
der canes, supported by bamboo poles. Beneath 
the projecting verge of the roof of one of the sa¬ 
loons, there was an elevated seat, with a handsome 
canopy of cloth, for the accommodation of the 
Maywoon and liis three children; and on a tare 
bench beneath him sat the principal officers of his 
court. On the left side of the theatre, a similar 
canopy an<l chaii* were erected for the Maywoon 
of Martaban, who happened at tliis time to be 
passing by to take possession of his government, 
d^pp^isite to liim, under the roof of tlie qther sa- 
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loon, seats were provided for the English gAitle- 
men, covered with fme carpeting, but tvithout any 
canopy. The divei-sions of this day consisted en¬ 
tirely of boxing and wrestling. In order to pre¬ 
vent injiwy to the chaippions, the gi'ound had been 
prepared and made soft with moistened sand. At 
the latter exercise tlieiy seemed to be very cx|)ort. 
A short stout man was particularly distinguished 
for his superior skill and strength. We were toki 
that, in former contests, he had killed two of his 
antagonists. The fii*st that encountered him on 
the present occasion, though much superior in size, 
was, after a short struggle, pitched on his head; 
and, as the bystanders said, severely hurt. Many 
others displayed great activity and address; but in 
the artipf boxing they se<;med very deficient, no--» 
withstanding they used fists, loiees, and elbows. 
The battles were of short duration. Blood drawn 
on either side temiinated the contest; and even 
without it, the May^oon would not suffer them 
to contend long. At the end of an engagement 
both combatants approached the Maywoon s throne, 
and prostrated themselves before him, with their 
foreheads to the ground; whilst an attendant spread 
^)n the shoulders of each two pieces of cotton cloth, 
as the reward of their exeJ*tions, which they cai*- 
ried away in a croucliing position, until they min¬ 
gled with the crowd. The places of those who 
retired were immediately filled by fresh pugilists. 
Tliis amusement lasted for three hours, until wo 
became quite weary of it. Tea and sweetmeats, in 
great profusion, were aftenvards served to us, in 
the name of the Maywoon, We departed with¬ 
out ceremony, and got home about four o’clock, ^ 
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weiitlier. 

Ill the morning an eai'ly message came from the 
IV'Lxywoon, intimating that he hoped to see «s tiiat 
(lay at the govemment-house. Baba-Slieen also 
made a tender of his services to introduce us to 
the Praw, or lord; who, being ready at tho hour 
appointed, we set out on horseback to pay our 
visit of ceremony, preceded by the soldiers of the 
guard, and our personal attendants. Six Birmans 
also walked in front, bearing the articles intended 
as a present; which consisted of silks, satins, vel¬ 
vets, gold, flowered and plain muslins, some broad 
cloth, and a handsome silver-mounted fowling- 
]>icce. In this ‘order we marched through the 
town, the objects of universal curiosity, till we 
reached the gate of an inclosure surrounding the 
Maywoon s dwelling. It was made of boards 
nailed to posts twelve or thirteen feet liigh, and 
comprehended a spacious square, in tho centre of 
which stood the governor’s residence. There were 
likewiso some smaller houses irregularly disposed; 
appropriated, as we understood, to the several 
members of the Maywoon s family. We pulled 
off our shoes at the bottom of the stairs, and were 
ushered into a saloon, from whence, turning to the 
right, we ascended tliree steps into a hall, where a 
number of persons, ranged on each side, were sit¬ 
ting with their legs inverted, waiting the ofitrance 
of the Maywoon. Instructed by Baba-Shecn, we 
took our seats on small carpets spread in the mid¬ 
dle of the room, in front of a narrow gallery ele¬ 
vated about two feet from the floor and railed in, 
with the presents placed before us on trays. In 
a iew minutes the Maywoon entered by a door at 
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one end of the galleiy. We made no obeisance, 
us none was desired; but his attendants crouched 
to the ^ound* He sat down, and silence was 
kept for some time, which I firet iiiteiTuj)ted by 
telling hijpi, through HJaba-Sheen, tliat the Go¬ 
vernor-general of India, having received his friend¬ 
ly letter, and being w^ll assured of the amical^lo 
disposition of tlie Birmiai government towards the 
English nation, had charged me with the delivery 
of letters and presents to his majesty at Ava; and 
had likewise requested his acceptance of a few 
aiticles which I had brought with me. I then rose 
and pi*esented the Govenior-genei’al*s letter. He 
laid it on the tray before him, talked of indifferent 
mattei-s, and was extremely polite* in his expr(\s- 
sions am^ manner; but cai;pfully avoided all dis¬ 
course had the least relation to business, or 
the objects of the embassy. After half an hour’s 
convemation, chiefly on uninteresting topics, he in¬ 
vited ua to a grand display of^firewoi’ks, winch was 
to take place on the following day, and soon after 
withdrew unceremoniously. Tea and sweat-meats 
were tlien served up. Having tasted of what was 
set before us, we were conducted by Baba-Sheen 
tcF the outer balcony, to vie# the diflerent compa¬ 
nies pass by that intended to exhibit fireworks on 
the following day. 

It is the custom, on this occasion, for the seve¬ 
ral Mious, or districts, whose situation is not too 
remote, to select fmd send a number of men and 
women from their community to represent them 
at the general festival. These companies vie with 
each other in the magnificence of their firework^; 
anti, on the eve of celebration, pass the govern¬ 
ment-house in review before the Maywoon and 1^ 
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fiimily—each company distinct. A small waj?froii» 
drawn by four bufialoes, profusely decorated witli 
peacocks* feathers and the tails of Thibet cows, 
led the procession, on which were laid the fire¬ 
works of that particular company. Next^advauced 
the men belonging to it, dancing and shouting. The 
finnales, in a separate troop, came last, singing in 
full chorus, and clapping tlieir hands in accurately 
measured time. They, for the most part, appeared 
to he girls from sixteen to twenty years of age— 
comely, and well made; but their features were 
w'ithout the delicacy of the damsels of Hindostan, 
or the bloom of the soft Circassian beauties. In 
every company of young women, there were,a few 
aged matrons—probably as a check on the vivacity 
of youth. The seniora, however, seemed to join 
in the festivity with juvenile sprightliness. Re¬ 
freshments were again served up to us, and we 
retumed home about two o’cloclv. ■> 

At eight in the morning great crowds had as¬ 
sembled on the plain without the stockade of the 
present town, but within the walls of ancient Pc- 
gue. TIu’ee temporary sheds were erected on the 
middle of the green, apart from each other, one 
for the reception of the Maywoon and his family, 
antither for the Martaban govemor, and a third for 
our accommodation. Common spectators, to the 
number of many thousands, were scattered in 
groups over the plain. Each division or company 
exhibited in turn its own fireworks. The uisplay 
of rockets was strikingly grand, but notbing else 
merited attention. The cylinders of the rockets 
were trunks of trees liollowed, many of them seven 
or eight feet long, and from two to three feet in 
circiiiiiferencc. These were bound by strong liga- 
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twres to thick bamboos, eighteen or twenty feet*in 
length. They rose to a great height," and in de¬ 
scending, emitted various appearances of fire that 
were very beautiful. The time appointed for the 
amusement considerably diminished the effect; but 
it was chosen from a humane apprehension of in¬ 
jury to the people, by^ the fall of extinguished 
rockets, which must have rendered the diversion, 
during the night, extremely dangerous. Notwith¬ 
standing this precaution, a man was unfortunate 
enough to be in the way of one that killed him on 
tlie spot. Each company, after contributing its 
share towards the general entertainment, marched 
past the Mnywoon, to the sound of musical instru¬ 
ments ; after which, tljey proceede<l to our shed 
with souths and dances, ‘ the pipe and the tabor, 
manifesting every lively demonstration of joy. 

It was a spectacle not less pleasing than novel 
to ar^ European, to witness such a concourse of 
people of all classes, brought together for the pur¬ 
poses of hilai'ily and sport, without their commit¬ 
ting one act of intemi)erance, or being disgraced 
by a single instance of intoxication. What scenes 
of not and debauchery would not a similar festi- 
vitl, in the vicinity of any capital town of Great 
Britain, inevitably produce ! The reflection is hu¬ 
miliating to an Englishman, however proud he may 
feel of the national character. 

During the four following days, we enjoyed a 
respite from public shows and ceremonials, and 
ha(l leisure for observation, though our hall, in a 
morning, was genei-ally crowded, as every person 
of distinction in Pegiie paid me the compliment 
of«a visit, except the Maywoori, who, within the 

VOJL T. S 
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precincts of his own govemment, where ho repre¬ 
sents the kin^, never returns a visit. Numbers, 
both of men and women, prompted by liarinless 
curiosity, surrounded tlie palinf^ of the iiiclosure 
from morning till night., Those of a better class 
usually came in, some previously asking perrnis- 
Fiion, but many entered ut*thout it. Perfectly free 
from restraint among themselves, the Pirrnans 
scruple not to go into your house without cere¬ 
mony, although you are an utter stranger. To do 
them justice, however, they are not at all displeas¬ 
ed at your taking the same freedom with them. 
'I'his intrusion is confined wholly to your public 
room. They do not attempt to open a door; and 
w’here a curtftin dropped <lenotes privacy, they 
never offer to violate^ the bamer. Op entering 
tlie room, they immediately descend into the pos¬ 
ture of respect. Of all our customs, none seemed 
to sufj^rise them more than the prcparatitfns for 
dining; the variety of utqnsils. and our manner of 
sitting at a table, excited their wonder. They never 
took any greater liberty than merely to come into 
the room, and sit down on the floor. They med- 
(Ued with nothing, and asked for nothing; and 
when desired to g<p away, always obeyed w^th 
cheerfulness. Had untold gold been placed be¬ 
fore them, I am confldent not a piece would have 
been purloined. Among the men of rank that 
visited us, an officer called Seree-dogee favoui-ed 
uS with his company more frequently than the rest. 
He held, by commission from the king, the placo 
of chief provincial secrcitary, and junior judge of 
tiu* criminal court. Tliis gentleman often partook 
of our dinner, and seemed to relish our fai*e, but 
.could not be prevailed on to taste wine or strong 
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liquors. Ho was murh plt^ased, however, witli 
the Eiisflish mode of tea, of which he drank 

copiously; indeed it is a beverage highly palatable 
to all ranks of Birmans. 

Althoup^, from the ofitablished forms of diplo¬ 
matic etiquette, we had little personal intercourse 
with the May woon, yet ^le was not deficient in at¬ 
tention. lie sent large supplies of rice, oil, gee, 
preserved tamarinds, and spices, for our Indian at¬ 
tendants. Presents also of fruit and flowers were 
daily brought to me in his name. As their reli¬ 
gion forbids the slaughter of any but wild animals, 
for the purposes of food, he did not offer any thing 
for the use of the table ; but our servants had li¬ 
berty to purchase whatever they Wanted. TWls, 
kid and irenison, constituted our principal dishes ; 
the two first we procured in abundance, and of 
a good quality. The venison was meagre, but 
well "tasted, and made excellent soup. It was 
chiefly the wild antelopp, with 'which the country 
abounds. Having among my people two bakers, 
and a person who undci*atood making butter, we 
were seldom without these essential articles, and 
of a tolerable quality. Whatever we had occasion 
to kill, was slain in the night, to avoid offending 
the prejudices of the people, who, so far from 
seeking cause of offence, were inclined to make 
every liberal allowance for the usage of foreignens. 
Tlie May woon politely ordered a pair of horses of 
tlie Pegue breed, small, but handsome and spirit¬ 
ed, to be selected, and sent to us, from hLs own 
stud, accompanied by two grooms, one to attend 
each horse. A tomporaiy stable was erected for 
them within the paling of our court, where they 
continued whilst we remained at Pegue, and af- 
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forded us tlic means of exercise and |)leasin^’ re¬ 
creation. Beinf^ now com in odiously settlijd, I in¬ 
vited Captain Thomas from lianproon, to spend a 
few days with us. Ho acri'pted my invitathni, 
and came up in a boat, p’-ovided by the intendaiit 
ot the port, having previously aiTanged the con¬ 
cerns of liis ship, and the'mode of supplying the 
crew durinj? liis absence. 

The solar year of the Binmans was now drawing 
to a close, and the three last days are usually spent 
by them in memment and fcfistiiig. We were 
invited by the Maywoon to be present on the 
c\ening of the 10th of April, at the exhibition of 
a dmmatic representation. 

At a little bbfore eight o'clock, the hour when 
the play was to commence, we proceed* ,d to tho 
house of the Maywoon, accompanied by Baba- 
Sheen, who, on all occasions, acted as mastc'r of 
the c«*Temonies. The theatre was the open court, 
splendidly iliuminated by h»mp‘^ and torches. The 
Maywoon and his lady sat in a projecting balcony 
of liis house ; we occupied seats bcloAv him, raised 
about two feet from the gi'ound, and covered with 
caipets. A crowd of spectators were seated in a 
circle round the stage. Tin*, jierforinance heg?m 
immediately on our aiTival, and fiu* excelled any 
Indian drama that I had ever seen. Tho dialogue 
was spirited without rant, and the action animated 
without being extravagant. 'J'he dn^sses of the 
principal performers were showy and fiecoming. 
I was told that tlie best actors were natives of 
Siam, a nation wliich, though unable to contend 
with the Bii-mans and Peguers in war, have cnlti- 
Tated with more success the refined arts of peace. 
By way of interlude between the ac*ts, a clownish 
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ImtToon eutftrtaiiied tlie audience? with a recital of 
dittorent passages ; and by a grimace^ and frequent 
a1tei*ations of tone and countenance, extorted loud 
peals of laughter from the spectators. The Bir¬ 
mans seem to delight in mimickty, and arc very 
expert in the practice, possessing uncommon ver¬ 
satility of countenance.# An eminent prjictitionpr 
of this art amused us with a specimen of Ills 
skill, at our own house, and, to onr no small 
astonishment, exhibited a masterly display of tlu? 
passions, in pantomimic looks and gestures. The 
transitions he made from pain to pleasure, from 
joy to despair, fi’om rage to mildness, from laugh¬ 
ter to tears; his expression of terror, and, above 
all, Ids look of idiotisin, were performances of first- 
rate merit in their line; and we agreed in opinion, 
that had his fates decreed him to have been a na¬ 
tive of Great Britain, his genius would have rival¬ 
led tfiat of any modem con\edian of the English 
stage. • 

The plot of the drama performed this evening, 
I imdonstood, was taken fi'om the sacred text of 
the Ramayan of Balmiec, * a work of high au¬ 
thority amongst the Hindoos. It represented the 
battles of the holy Ram and the impious Raliwaan, 
chief of the Rakuss, or demons, to revenge the 
rape of Seeta, the wife ot Ram, who forcibly 
carried away by Rahwaan, and hound under the 
spells of enchantment. Vicissitudes of fortune 
took place during the performance, that seemed 
highly interesting to the audience. Ram was at 
length wounded by a poisoned arrow; the sages 


• Called by Sir William Jones, Vahniec. 
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skillojl iji niediciiKi oousultcd on Ids cnrn^ "riioy 
discoverotl, tliat on iho mountain ludrai^uriyj p:row 
a certain tree^ tliat produced ^in, which was a 
sovereign antidote fip^aiust the deleterious eflects of 
poison; but the distance \j(as so great, ^.hat none 
could be found to undertake the journey. At 
length Ilonymaan, * lender; of the army of apes, 
oilerc'd to go in quest of it. Wlien he arrivjid at 
tile place, being uncertain which Avas the tree, he 
took up half the mountain, and transported it Avilh 
ea?»e. 'Dius was the cure of Ram happily etlbcte<l, 
the enchantment was broken, and the piece ended 
with a dance, and songs of triumph. 

On the 12th of April, the Iasi day of the Bir¬ 
man y(‘ar, avc aa ere invited by the Maywoon to 
hesii’ a part ourselves iii^a sport that is uivp'orsally 
practised throughout the Birman dominions, on the 
concluding day of their annual cycle. To Avash 
away llie impurities c»f tin* past, and couimencc 
tile new year free from slain, women on this day 
are accustomed to throw water on every man they 
meet, Avhich the men liave the privilege of retort¬ 
ing. This license gives rise to a great deal of 
harmless merrimout, particularly amongst the young 
Avomen, Avho, aimed with largo syringes and flag- 
gons, endeavour to Avet (‘very man that goes along 
the street, and, in their turn, receive a wetting 
with perfect good humour. Nor is tlie smallest 
indecency ev'er manifested in this or in any o'^her 
of their sports. Dirty Avater is never cast. A 

• Ilonymaan is worshipped by the Hindoos under the 
form of an npe, and is one of the most frequent objects of 
^theKr adoration. Almost every Hindoo pagoda has this 
figure delineated in some part of iu Ilonymaan is ihb 
tcr^ used by the Hindoos to denote a large ape. 
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innii is not allrrwed to lav hold of a woman, Cut 
may fling as inurh wator over her as lie pleases, 
providiMl slie lias been the. ngcrc'ssor; but if a w^o- 
main warns a man that she does not meaii to join 
ill the diversion, it is considered as an avow^ of 
pregnancy, and she jiasses without molestation. 

Aliout an hour befor<i sunset we went to llie 
Maywooii’s, and found tliat his lady had provided 
plentirnlly to give us a wet reception. In the hall 
were placed three large china jai’s, full of water, 
with howls and ladles to fling it. Each of us, on 
entering, had a bottle of rose-water presented to 
liiin, a little of which tve in turn poured into the 
jialm of tli<; INlaywoon's hand, who sjiriiiklcd it 
over Ids oavii vest of line flowered muslin. Tin- 
lady tlu*.p, made her appeapa-nce at the door, aiul 
gave us to understand that slie did not mean to 
join in the sport lierself, hut rnadc^ her eldest 
daugltliT, a pretty child, in the nurse’s amis, pour 
from a golden cup sojne rosc-u ater mixed with 
sandal-wood, first over her lather, and then over 
c*ach of tlie English gentlemen. This was a sig¬ 
nal for the sport to begin. We were preiiared, 
being dressed in linen waistcoats. Fronc., ten to 
twenty women, yoimg and middle aged, rushed 
into the liall from the inner aparlm(‘uts, who sur¬ 
rounded and deluged without mercy lour men ill 
able to maintain so unequal a contest. The May- 
woon was soon driven from the field; hut IMi* 
Wood having got possession of one of the jars, we 
were enabled to preserve our gi'ound till the water 
was exhausted. It seemed to afford them great 
diversion, especially if we appeared at all distre^- 
ed by the quantity of water flung in our faces. 
All parties being tired, and completely drenched, 
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we wont homo to chaiij^c our olothes, and in t1»o 
way met ixiany damsels who would willingly have 
renewed the sport. They, however, were afraid 
to begin without receiving encouragement from us, 
not knowing how it miglit he taken by .stnmgers; 
but they assailed Baba-Sheen and his Birman at¬ 
tendants with little ceremony. No inconvenient 
consequences were to he apprelicnded from the 
wetting. The weather was favourable, and we ran 
no risk of taking cold. Having put on diy clothes, 
we returned to the Maywoons, and were enter¬ 
tained with a dance and puppet-show that lasted 
till eleven. 
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CHAPTER X. 

PUBLIC REJOICINGS CEASE-SITE OF THE AN¬ 
CIENT CITY OF PECUE-FORTIFICATIONS- 

ENCOURAGEMENT GIVEN TO gETTLERS-UE- 

SCRIFTION OF THE NEW TOWN-PUBLIC BUILD- 

INgs-I-DREAD of FIUE«—PRECAUTIONS USED 

AGAINST IT-AN ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPLE 

OF SHOF.MADOO-VISIT THE Si REDAW, THE 

SUPERIOR RHAHAAN, OR HIGH PRIEST OF 
THE COUNTRY—DESOLATED STATE OF THE 

ENVIRONS OF PEGUE-MONASTIC RETREATS 

OF THE RHAIIAANS- MANUFACTURES AT 

I’FGUE—OFFICERS OF THE PROVINCIAL GO¬ 
VERNMENT—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE- 

MONSOON THREATENS-PREPARE TO DEPART 

-TAKE LEAVE OF THE VICEROY. 

Sports nrul f(‘stiviti(*s coascd witli the departed 
year, a rireiimstanee tliat gave us great pleasure, 
as from atteiidlug tliein jvg were frequently ex¬ 
posed to tlie iufluenre of a burning sun, wliich at 
til is season is most powerful, 13 uf though tlie 
heat from noon till live in the evening was intern^, 
yet the nights were cool, and tlie mornings plea¬ 
sant and refreshing. I generally took advaii^^e 
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of two temperate liours, from the dawn of ilay till 
tlie 8im bec-jme inconvenient, to walk or ride 
through the city and its environs; and in all my 
excursions I never once ex|>orienced insult or mo¬ 
lestation. Curiosity and astonishment were often 
expressed, but unaccompanied by personal inci¬ 
vility, or by the slightest indication of contempt. 

Tfie fate that befel this once flourisliing city 
has already been recounted in the preceding pages. 
The extent of ancient Pegue may still he accurately 
traced by the ruins of the ditch and wall that sur¬ 
rounded it. From these it appears to have been a 
quadrangle, each side measuring nearly a mile and 
n half. In several places the ditch is choked up 
by i*uhbish that ’has been cast into it, and tbe fall¬ 
ing of its ow’ii banks; suflicient, Iiowovciy still re¬ 
mains to show that it was once no contemptible 
defence. ITie breadth I judged to be about sixty 
yards, and tbe depth ten or twelve feet. In Vsoine 
parts of it there is water, ^but in no considerable 
quantity. I was informed, that when tlie ditch 
was in repair, tbe water seldom, in the hottest 
season, sunk below the depth of four feet. An in¬ 
judicious faussebray, thirty feet wide, did not add 
to the security of the fortress. 

Tlie fragments of the wall likewise evince that 
this was a work of magnitude and labour. It is not 
easy to ascertain precisely what was its height, but 
we conjectured it at least thirty feet, and in lireadih, 
at the base, not less than forty. It is composed of 
brick, badly cemented with clay mortal'. Small 
equidistant bastions, about 300 yards asunder, are 
still iliscoverable; and thei'e had been a parapet of 
^ masoni'y; but the whole is in a state so luinouVi, 
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and BO covered with weeds and briars, as to le*ave 
veiy imperfect vestiges of its former ^rength. 

In tlie (centre of each face of the mrt there is a 
gateway about thirty feet wide; and these gate¬ 
ways wer§ the principt^ entrances. The passage 
across tlie ditch is over a causeway raised on a 
mound of earth, that s<|rves as a bridge and was 
formerly defended by a retrenchment, of whith 
there ai*e now no traces. 

Jt is impossible to conceive a more striking pic- 
tui’e of fallen grandeur, and the desolating hand of 
war, than tlie inside of these walls displays. Alom- 
pra, when he got possession of the city in the year 
1757, razed every dwelling to the ground, and 
dispersed or led into captivity all* the inliabitanti. 
The tem^iles or praws, which are very numerous, 
were the oidy buildings that escaped the fury of 
the conqueror; and of th(!se the great pyramid of 
Shoesnadoo has alone been reverenced and kept in 
repair. 

The present king of the Birmans, whose go¬ 
vernment has been less disturbed than that of any 
of his predecessors, early in his reign tmned his 
thoughts to the population and improvement, as 
well as the extension, of his dominions, and seemed 
desirous to conciliate his subjects by mildness, ra¬ 
ther tlian to govern them by teiTor. He has ab¬ 
rogated some severe penal laws imposed by his 
predecessors upon the Taliens, or native Peguers. 
Justice is now impartially distiibuted; and the 
only distinction at present between a Birman and 
a Talleii consists in the exclusion of the latter from 
places of public tnist and power. ^ 

• No act of the Birman government is more like-% 
ly to reconcile the Peguere to tlie Birman yoW*, 
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tlio rostoration of tliolr ancient place of abode, 
and the pr(\ervation and cinbelHslinient of the 
temple of Slioemodoo. The kinj*-, sensible of this, 
as W(dl as of the advantages that must arise to the 
state, from the increase of culture and population, 
five years ago issued orders to rebuild Pegne, en- 
roiiraged settlers l)y grantn of grbund, and invited 
the scattered families of former inhabitants to re¬ 
turn and rcpeoplo their deserted city. 

Ilis Birman majesty, more eflectnally to accom¬ 
plish this end, on the death of the late Maywoon, 
which Iiappened about five yeai’s ago, directed hifi 
successor, the present governor, to quit Rangoon, 
and make Pegue his future residence, and the sor . 
of provincial government of the thirty-two districis 
of Ilcnzawuddy. * 

These judicious measures have so far succeeded, 
that a new town has been built within the site of 
the ancient city. But Rangoon possesses so'inany 
advaiitagcjs over Pe^o in a commercial point of 
view, that pei-sons of property who are engaged in 
business will not easily he prevailed upon to leave 
one of the finest sea-ports in the world, to eti- 
connter the diificnlties of a new settlement, where 
commerce, if any can siil)sist, must he very con¬ 
fined, from the want of a commodious navigation. 
The present inhabitants, who have l)een induced 
to return, consist chiefly of Rhahaans, or priests, 
follovv<*rs of the provincial court, and poor "J alien 
families, who were glad to regain a settlement in 
their once magTiificent metropolis. The mimbei 
altogether perhaps does not exceed six or seven 
ti;ouHan<l. 'J'h(jse wlio dwelt in Pegue during its 

* 'l^he Sliansorit name given to tiie province of Pogr.e 

the Uiniiaiio. 
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former days of spUnidor are now nearly extin^t, 
and their descendants and relatives s^tered over 
the provinces of 'Foiiglio, Martaban, and Talow- 
meoii. Many also livt; under the protecticn of tlie 
Siamese. .There is little doubt, however, that the 
respect paid to their favounte temple of worship, 
and the security and eij^LOuragejncnt lield out to 
those who ventiiio to return, will, in thiio, accoin- 
plish the wise and humane intentions of the Bir¬ 
man mouarciu 

iVj>ue, in its renovated and contracted state, 
seems to bo built on the plan of the former city, 
and occupies about one half of its area. It is fenc¬ 
ed round by a stockade from ten to twelve feet 
high; on the north and oast sides, it borders on the 
old wall. ^ Tlie plane of the town is not yet filled 
with houses, hut a number of new ones are build¬ 
ing. 'Idiere is one main street running oast and 
west,•crossed at right angles by two smaller streets 
not yet finished. At each extremity of the prin¬ 
cipal street, there is a gate in the stockade, which 
is shut early in the evening; and after that time 
entrance dming the night is confined to a wicket. 
Each of these gates is defended by a wretched piece 
of ordnance, and a finv musk etc ei-s, who never 
post sentinels, and are usually asleep in an adjoin¬ 
ing shed. There art* two inferior gates on the north 
and south side of tlie stockade?. 


Th(? streets of Pegne are spacious, as are those 
of all the Birman towns that 1 have seen. 1 he 


new ti>\vu is well paved with brick, whicli the mins 
of the old plentifully supply; and on each sid(? of 
the way there is a drain to emry off the water. 
The houses of the meanest pcasaute of Pegue, and 
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throughout tho Birinan emiiire, possess luanifent 
juiv{uitai!;e Ionian dwellings, by being raised 

JVom tho ground either on wooden jiosts or baiii- 
hoos, .'MTor<ling to the size of the building. Tlu; 
kiouniH or monasteries of tlic llhahaiu^ts, and tho 
habitatirms of the higher ranks, are usually elevat<jd 
six or eiglit, tliose of the Jower classes from two to 
four feet. 

There aio no brick buildiii::^^ either iii Pegue or 
Pangoon, oxc(‘pt such as belong to the* king, or are 
dedicated to their divinity Chiudma ; bis majesly 
having prohibited the use of brick or stone in j>ri- 
viite buildings, from tbo apprehension, as I was 
infonned, that if people got leave to build brick 
houses, they might erect brick forliil<‘atioiis, dari- 
geroUvS to the secoiity of the state. 11^0 houses, 
therefore, ai*e all made of mats, or sheathing boards, 
supported on bamboos or posts ; but from tliiur be¬ 
ing conjposed of such combustible materials, riic in- 
liabitants are under continual dread of fire, against 
wliicli they tsdee eveiy precaution. The roofs are 
lightly covered, and at each door stands a long 
bamboo, with an iron liook at tho end, to pul* 
d(jwn the thatch. There is also another pole, with 
a grating of iron at tbo extremity, about three feet 
square, to suppress flame by pressure. Almost 
every Ijouse has eaithcn pots, filled with water, on 
tho roof; and a pai ticulai- class of people,* whose 

* These jDcoplc arc called Pagwaat; lliey are slaves of 
governmeni; men who have been found guilty of theft, 
and, through mercy, had their lives spared. They are dis¬ 
tinguished by a black circle on each cheek, caused by gun¬ 
powder and punctuation ; as well as by liJiving on their 
breast, in Hirmaii ch:u“actcrs, tlie word Tfiief, and the iiaine 
of the article stolen, as, on one that 1 asked to be explain¬ 
ed to me, Putchoo Khoo, ctolh thif'f. These men putrulc 
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biisinosB it is to prevent and extinguifJi fires, per¬ 
ambulate tlie streets duriiijij the iiip^hty 

The Mayvvoon’s liabitation, tl»ougii not at all a 
inaj^iiific<*nt mansion for the representative of royal¬ 
ty, is, notwithstanding^, % building of much respec¬ 
tability, eonipai*ed to the other houses of Pegne. 
I'Voin an ouisi<Ie view, we judged it to be roomy, 
and to contain several apartments, exclusive of that 
in which he gives audience. It possess(*s, liowever, 
but few ornaments. (lilding is forbidden to nil 
subjects of the Birman empire. Liberty even to 
lacker and paint the pillars of their houses, is grant¬ 
ed to very few. Tlie naked wood gjive an unfinish¬ 
ed appearance to the dwelling of the Msu wo<m, 
which, in other respects, seemed well adapted for 
tlie accommodation of a Binnan family. 

I'he object in PegiU' that most attracts and most 
merits notice, is tlie noble edifu^e of Sboeinadoo,* 

ll(C streets at ni'i.bt, to piit^out all fires and lights after a 
certain hour. They act as constables, and are the public 
executioners. 

Shoe or Shucc, in the Birman tongue, signifies golden ; 
and there can be no doubt that iVIadoo is a corruption of 
Mahadeva, or Deo. I could not learn from the Birmnns 
the origin or etymology of tlic term ; it was explained to 
me as signifying a promontory that overlooked land and 
water. Praw imports lord, a.irl is alw'ays annexed to the 
name of a sacred biiildiiig. It is likewise a sovereign and 
a sacerdotal title, and is frequently used by an inferior 
when atldressing his superior. The analogy between the 
Birmans and ancient Egyptians in the application of ibis 
term, as also in many other particulars, is liigbly deserv¬ 
ing of notice. 

Fili n was tlic proper name under wliich the Egyptians 
first adored the Sun, before it received the allegoiical ap¬ 
pellation of Osiris, or Author of Time : (hey likewise con- ^ 
feired tJie same title on their kings and on their priests. 

In the first book of Moses, chiip. xli. Pliaruoh gives 
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or the Golden Supreme. This extraordinary pile 
ot buildingsVs erected on a double terrace, one 
raised upon anotlier. Tfie lower and groatcu’ ter¬ 
race is about ten feet above tin* natural level of the 
ground, fonning an exact parallelogram.' I'he up¬ 
per and lesser terrace is similar in shape, and rises 
about twenty feet above tltu lower tonace, cr ibivty 
above the level of the country. 1 judged a side 
of the lower teirace to be 1391 feet; of the upper, 
G84. The walls that sustained the sides of tbo 
terrace, both upper and lower, am in a niinous 
state; they were formerly covered with plaster, 
wrought into various figures. The area of the 
lower is strewed with the fragments of small de- 
cayed buildings; but tbe upper is free irom filth, 
and is in tolerably good order. There rs reason 
to conclude that this building and the fortress are 
coeval, as tbe earth of wbicli the terraces are 
composed appears to have been taken froiii the 
ditch—there being no otbgT excavation in the city, 
or in its neigbbonrhood, that could have allbrdcd 
a tcnitli part of the quantity. 

The terraces are ascended by flights of stone 
steps, which are now brokeii and neglected. On 
each side are dwellings of the lllmhaaiis, raised on 
timbers tour or live lent from tbe ground. These 
houses consist only of a large hall. The wooden 
pillars that support them are tui-ned with nciltncss; 

* Joseph to wife, the daughter of Potiphera, or the priest 
ot On. ’ In the hook of Jeremiali, a king of ligypt is 
htyk'd Pharaoh Ophrn ; and it is not a very improbable 
CDuji,i'turo that the title of Pharaoh, givc*n to the succc.ssive 
k'ligs of Egypt, is fi foriijplion of the word J’iiraw or 
PiSiw, hi its original sense signifying thesnn, .and applied 
to the sovereign and priesthood, as the representatives on 
(.arth of that splendid luminary. 
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tlio rooffi are rovcred with tilen, and jthe aides'are 
iiia(^le of boards ; and there arc a jux/jIm'I' of bare 
benches in every liouse, on which the Kliahaaiis 
sleep ; but we saw no other furniture, 

8 hocm: 3 ,doo is a pyrajnidical building, composed 
of brick and mortar, without excavation or aper¬ 
ture of any sort; octagonal at the base, and s]>iral 
at top. Each side of the base measui'es ] 62 feet. 
This immense breadth diminishes abniptly; and 
a similar building has, not unaptly, been coiiipim;d 
in shape to a large speaking tnirapet.’* 

Six feet from the ground there is a wide pr()jec- 
tion that surrounds the base ; on llic ])lane of 
wliich are fifty-seven small spires of eciual size, 
and equidistant. One of them mfeasured twenty- 
seven fe^t in lioight, and fyrty in circumference at 
the bottom. On a liigher ledge tliere, is another 
row, consisting of fifty-three spires of similar shape 
and measurement. 

A gi’eat variety of mouldings encircle the build¬ 
ing ; and onmnients somewhat r<‘se7nblirig the 
lleur-dc-lys surround the lotver part of the spire. 
•loliTular mouldings likewise gird it to a considenible 
height, above which there are ornaments in stucco 
not unlike the leaves of a Corinthian capital; and 
the whole is crowned by a Tee, or unibrelia of 
open iron-work, from which rises a rod \vith a gild¬ 
ed pennant. 

Tliii tee, or umbrella, is to Ije seen on cveiy sa¬ 
cred building that is of a spiral form. The ralsuig 
and consecration of tliis last and indispensable ap¬ 
pendage, is an a<’t of high religious solemnity, and 
a season of festivity anti relaxation. The present. 

# See Mr Hunter’s Account of Pegne. 

T 2 
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Jdng l)esto\yed t!ie tee tJiat covera ^hoemadoo. 
It was mad^^t the capital; and many ot* the prin¬ 
cipal nobility came down from Uiiimerapoora to 
be present at tlie ceremony of its elevation. 

The circumference of the tee is tifty-six feet. 
It rests on an invn axis fixed in the bnildinj?, and 
is farther secured by larj-fj. chains strcnj'ly rivetted 
to the spire. Hound the lower rim of tiie tee are 
appended a number of bells, which, figitated by 
the wind, make, a conlinnal jinf^linj^. 

The tee is i;;ilt, aiul it is said to be tlie intention 
of the king to gild the whole of the s])ire. All 
the lesser pagodas are ornamented with propor¬ 
tionable umhreilas cf similar workmanship, which 
are likewise eiK'ircled by small hells. 

The extreme height ,pf the edifice, fronft the level 
of the connti y, is 361 feet, and above the interior 
terrace, 331 feet. 


0)1 the south-east angle of the iippiu* tennee 
thei'e are two handsome saloons, or kioums, lately 
ertM!ted—the roofs compos<Ml of different stages, 
supported by pillars. Wg judged the length of 
each to be about sixty feet, and the breadth thirty. 
The. ceiling of one is already embellished with 
gold leaf, and the pillars are lackered; the dccorap- 
tion of the otlier is not yet completed. They are 
made entirely of wood: the carving on the out¬ 
side is laborious and minute. We saw several un¬ 


fin isli(*d figures of animals and men in gi‘otcsc[we 
altitudes, wiiieh wore designed as ornaments for 
different parts of the huildiiig. Some images of 
Gaiidma, tlie supreme object of Birman adoration, 
lay hcjittered around. 

At eacli angle of the interior and higher terrace 
there is a temple sixty-gevon feet high, reaembliiig, 
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in minfaturo, the great temple. Indent of that, 
in the south-west corner, are four j^gaiitic n'pre- 
seritatious, in masonry, of Palloo, or the evil ge¬ 
nius, hail' heciSt half Imnian, seated on their hams, 
each with a hirgc cluh^nthe right shoulder. The 
Pundit who accoinpaTued me, said that they re- 
senihlcd the Kakiiss oS the Hindoos. These ^re 
gjiardians of t!ie temple. 

Nearly in the centn* of tlte cast face of the area 
are two human hgures in .stu<‘co, beneath a gilded 
unih.rella. One, standing, represents a man witli 
a hook before hhn, and a pen in Ins hand; lie is 
called Thasiamee, the recorder of mortal merits 


and mortal mixdeeds, 'i'hc other, a female hgiire 
kiif cling, i ’l Mahasunidera, t!ie pVotectress of the 
univei’si^so long as the universe is doomed to last; 
hut, wlieii the time of general dissolution aiTiv(‘s, 
hy her limid tile world is to be overwhelmed and 
evcilastingly destroyed. 

A small brick hiiildjng neai* the north-east angle 
contains an upright marble slab, four feet high, and 
three feet wide There is a long legible inscrip- 
‘tion on it. I Avas told it w^as an account of the 
donations of pilgrims of only a recent date. 

Along the whole extent of the north face of the 


upper terrace there is a wooden shed for tlie con- 
v<»nienco of devotees Avho come from a distant part 
of tlie country. On the norlli side of the temple 
aro three large bells, of go<j(l workinaiishi]>, sus¬ 
pended nigh the gi-ouiid, between pillars. Several 
deers horns Ho strew'ed around. Those Avho come 
to pay their devotions first take np one of the 
horns, and strike the hell lliree tiuiea, giv'iiij^ an 
sllteinato sti'oke to the ground. This act, I w'ajJ 
told, is to anneuncti to the spirit of Gaudma the 
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appi'itAch of 4a Riippliant* There arc several loiV 
herifhes IleaJ^l^ht^ t'uot of the temple, on which the 
person wlio conics to ]>ray places his offerinjif-— 
commonly consisting? of boiled rice, a plate of 
sweetmeats, or cocoa-nut tried in oil. When it is 
g^iven, the devotee cares not what becomes of it; 
tile crows and wild <lo«'s often devour it in pre¬ 
sence of the donor, w'ho never attempts to distuih 
the animals. I saw several plates of victuals dis¬ 
posed of in this manner, and understood it to be 
the case with all that was brought. 

There are many small temples on tho areas of 
both teiTaces, which arc neglected, and suffered to 
fall into decay. Numberless images of Ciaudina 
liii iudiserirninately seatten^d. A pious lliriiian 
wlio purcliases an ido\, linst procures ^lui cere¬ 
mony of consecration to he perfonned by the Rlia- 
haans; he then takes liis purchase to wiiat^'ver sa¬ 
cred building is most convenient, and then^ places 
it within the shelter of a kioum, or on the open 
ground before the temple ; nor does ho ever again 
seem to liave any anxiety about its ])reservation, 
hut leaves the ilivinity to shift for itself. SoriKs 
of tliose idols are made of marble that is found iu 
the lunghhourhood of the capital of the Bii’iiian 
<Iominions, and admits of a very fine polish ; many 
are formed of wood, and gilded, anil a few are of 
silver ; the latter, however, are not usually ex¬ 
posed and negh*et4*d like the others. Silv4?r .md 
gold is rarely used, except in the composition of 
household gods. 

On both the ten-aces are a number of wliite cy¬ 
lindrical fijigs, raised on bamboo pob'S. Tiu'se flags 
’ are peculiar to tlie Rhahaaiis, and are considereil 
as emblematic of purity, and of their sacred fuiic- 
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tioii. On tlio top of tlio Htafi there h* a honzii, or 
tlie R^nnbol both of the Biriijfui and Pegno 

nations. 

iTom tlio np]>er projection that suiTounda the 
bsae of Shoeniadoo, tb« pnispect of the circimija- 
ceiit country is oxtonsive and picturesque; but it 
is ii ])rosj)cet of nature %ii her rudest state. Tliej*e 
are few inhaijilants, and scai*cely any cultivation* 
The hills of IVIartahan rise to the eastward, and 
the Sitang rivc*r, winding along the plains, gives 
an interrupted view of its waters. To the north¬ 
west, about forty miles, are the Galladzet hills, 
whence the Pegue river takes its rise ; hills re¬ 
markable only for the noisome eftects of their at¬ 
mosphere. In every other direction, the eye loolts 
over a b<iiundless plain, chccquered by a wild in¬ 
termixture of wood and water. 

Not being able to procure any satisfactory in¬ 
formation respecting the antiquity of Shoemadoo, 

I paid a visit to the §iredaw, or superior Rha- 
haan of the country, whose abode was situated in 
a shady grove of tamarind trees, about five miles 
*e^th-east of the city, where every object seem¬ 
ed to correspond with the years and dignity of the 
possessor. The trees were lofty; a bamboo rail¬ 
ing protected his dwelling ^'om the attack of wild 
beasts ; a neat reservoir contained clear water; a 
little garden supplied roots ; and his retreat was 
well stocked with fruit-trees. Some young Rha- 
haans lived unth him, and administered to his 
wants with pious respect. Though much ema-' 
ciated, he seemed lively, and in full possession of 
his mental faculties ; his age, he said, was eighly- 
Btlven. The Rhahaans, although subsisting on* 
charity, never solicit alms, or accept of money; I 
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tlierefore prosented this venerable prelate of tlie 
order with a f^e.ce of cloth, which was repaid by 
a jp*ati‘ful benediction. He told me, that in the 
convulsions of the Pe^e empire, most of then* 
valuable records had been* destroyed ; but it was 
traditionally believed, that tlie temple of Shoema- 
doo was founded 2300 y^-ai*s ac^o, by two mcr- 
cliunts, brothers, wlio came to Pegue from Tal- 
lowmeou, a district of one day’s journey east of 
jVifirtfiban. I’liese pious traders at fii*st raised a 
temple oiie Birman cubit * in lieij^ht. Sii^eamee, 
or tlie spirit that presides over the elements, and 
directs the thunder and liglitnin^, in the space of 
one nig^ht increased the size of the temple to two 
culiits; the merrhaiitfi then added another cubit, 
wliich Sigeamee doubled in the same sb'ort time. 
The building thus attained the magnitude of twelve 
cubits, when the merchants desisted; that the 
temple v.nis afterwards gradually increased by suc¬ 
cessive monarcha of Pegue, the registers of whose 
names, with the amount of their contributions, 
had been lost in the general ruin ; nor could Jje 
inform me of any authentic arcliives that had c- 
Kcaped the wreck. 

In the aftemoon. Dr Buchanan accompanied me 
in a ride about a mile and a lialf to the eastward 
of the fort. Tliorns and wild hamlioos gi*ew in 
this direction close to the <litch, and the road lay 
through woods inters(*cted by frequent pathways^ 
We m^v no other habitation, than here and tliere 
a poor Peguer’s liut, beneath the shelter of a 
clump of bainhoos; hut tlie memorials of former 
po'puloiisness were thickly strewed. Hillocks 4)f 
decayed masonry, covered with tlie liglit mould 

* Tx\t*nty-two inches. 
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which time geiiea-ates upon a heap of ^rubbish, and 
tho ruins of numerous temples, me/ the eye in 
every quarter. From those melancholy inonii- 
ments we could trace the extent of the suburbs, 
which reti/inod scarce any vestij^es of former gran¬ 
deur ; they merely served to point out ‘ carapos 
uhi 1 rqja fuit.' We ^aw no gardens or iuclo- 
bures, nor any cultivation on that side of tlie fort; 
but tlio pathways being trotl by cattle, imlicated 
that the country farther on wiis better inliahitcd, 
and probably in a state of higher improvement. 

lle.tuniing from our excursion, we met Mr 
Wood, who, early in the morning, attended by 
his own servants, and some IMrman guides, had 
crossed to tlie west side of the Viver, to amuse 
himself >j^ith a day’s shoqfing. He found jui in¬ 
considerable village on the opposite bank, in the 
neighbourhood of which there \vere rice planta¬ 
tions* that extended a mile westward. Bevond 
tliese he entered a thick wood, consisting chiefly 
of the bamboo and pipal trees. Througli this 
wilderness he penetrattid nine or ten mihis, with¬ 
out meetmg an inhabitant, or seeing a single dwell¬ 
ing. Some water-fowls and wood-pigeons were 
tlie reward of Ids toil. 

Soutli of Pegue, about a mile beyond tbe city 
walls, tliere is a plain of great extent, for the most 
part overgrown witli wiUl grass ami low brush¬ 
wood, and bare of timber trees, except where a sa¬ 
cred grove maintains its venerable shade. A lew 
wretched villages aie to be seen, containing not 
more than twenty or thirty poor Imbitations. Small 
spots of land have been prepared by the peasaytt^ 
for tillage, who seem to live in extreme poverty,* 
notwithstanding tlicy possess in their cattle tho 
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means of c<^infortablo subsistence; but they clo 
not eat the ; and I was told, wliat is re¬ 
markable enough, that they seldom drink the milk. 
Rice, gnapee, a species of sprat wliicb, when Jjalf 
putrified, is made into a pickle, and used, as a sea¬ 
soning for their rice, and oil expressed from a 
srrjall grain, with salt, are almost tiujir only articles 
of food. Their cows are diminutive, resembling 
the breed on the coast of Coromandel; but the 
buffaloes are noble fmimals, much superior to those 
of India. I saw here, for the first time, soii»e of 
a light cream-colour ; they are used for dmft and 
agriculture, and draw heavy loads on carts or small 
waggons, constructed with considerable neatness 
and ingenuity. 

The groves before mentioned are objects of no 
nnpleasing contemplation ; they are the retreats of 
such Ubabaans or priests as devote themselves to 
religious seclusion, ^d prefer the tranquillii-y of 
rural retirement to the noise and tumults of a town. 
In their choice of a residence they commonly se¬ 
lect the most retired spots they can find, where 
shady trees, panicularly the tamarind and banydlft; 
protect them from the noon-day sun. In these 
groves they build iheir kiouras, and licre they pass 
their solitary lives. All kioums or monasteries, 
whether in town or «;ountiy, are semiuaries for 
the education of youth, in wJjich hoys of a certain 
age ai*e taught their letters, and insinict<'d in mo¬ 
ral and religious duties. To thesp schools the 
neighbouring villages send tlieir children, where 
they jM*e educated gratis, no distinction being made 
between tlni son of the peasant and of him wIjo 
'■’wears the tsaloc, or string of nobility. A piece 
of gi-ound coatiguon'i} to the grove is hidosed for a 
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garden, where tliey how vegetables and plant fimit- 
trees. The Indian sweet potato, and'the plantain, 
being the most nutritious, are principally cultivat¬ 
ed. The charity of the country people supply tln^m 
abundantly with rice, .and the few necessaries 
which their narrow wants require. Abstracted 
fi'om all worldly considia*ations, they do not occupy 
themselves in the common concerns of life. They 
never buy, sell, or accept of nufney. 

The only article of consequence manufactured 
at Pegue, is silk and cotton cloth, wliicli the wo¬ 
men weave for their own and their husbands use. 
It is wrought with considerable dexterity. The 
thread is well spun, the texture of the weh is close 
and strong, and it is mostly checliuered like the 
Scotch tartan ; but they n^ake no more than what 
suffices for their own consumption. 

In the town of Pegue there are only three per¬ 
sons besides the Maywoon or viceroy, whose rank 
entitles them to distincjion. These are, the Ray- 
woon, Chekcy, and the Sere-dogee. The first is an 
old man turned of seventy, still vigorous and active, 
who, it seems, had distinguished liimself by his 
prowess in former wars, and obtained his present 
post as the reward of valour. lie is also iiivest«;d 
with high military insignia, and lijis tlie piivilege 
of wearing on liis head a gilded Iielmet, or basin, 
which is never used except on state occasions, 
when he exhibits a formidable representation of 
the meagre knight adorned witli Mamhrino s hel¬ 
met. The Chekey is a middle aged man, dull 
and plethoric. Last in office was our acquain¬ 
tance the Sere-dogee, about forty, sadly afHicfed 
With the rheumatism. The assiduous attentions* 

VOL. 1. u 
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. of this good natured man, though perliaps dictated 
by policy, were both pleasing and useful, and, to 
appearance at least, perfectly disinterested. I had 
presented him with some trifles, a piece of muslin, 
one of silk, and a few yaj’ds of broad cloth; whicji 
lie accepted, he said, not for their value, but as a 
token of my good opinioi). Ho one day brought 
Ilia daughter, a cliild of six yeara old, with him to 
pay me a visit. After taking notice of her, I 
spread a piece of Bengal silk over her shoulders, 
as is the custom when one makes a present to an 
inferior. The father thanked- me with great cor¬ 
diality, hut returned the piece, saying, he feared 
I might think he brought the child with a view to 
extract a present; and that I should have occasion 
for all the articles I had got to give away, if I ex¬ 
pected to satisfy every body who would look fof 
a gratification. 1 disclaimed the first supposition, 
hut could not overcome tlie delicacy of his^scrur 
pies. 

These officers exercise the function of magi¬ 
strates, and hold separate courts at their own 
houses, for the detennination of petty suits. Each 
lias his distinct dep^ment, hut this private juris¬ 
diction is very limited. All causes of importance 
relating to property, and matters of an high cri¬ 
minal iiature, are solemnly tried in open court. 
The tliree before-inentioned officers unite, and 
form a tribunal, which sits at the Rboom, * or 
public hall of justice, where they hear the parties 
jcxamine witnesses, and take depositions in wi’it- 
ing* These depositions ai’e sent to the May woon, 
livho rcpr(‘sents the king, and the judges transmit 
vfheir c^iinions along with the evidence, winch thj^ 

* Called Iloundayc b} £ur(^)cans. . 
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Maywoon either coniirms or rejects as he thinhs 
proper, and, in cases of capital cor^viction, orders 
execution, or pardons the culprit. From liis judg¬ 
ment there lies no appeal, except when it happens 
that an offender who holds an office under a royal 
commission is brought to trial. In that case, the 
minutes of the evidence taken in court must Jl>e 
forwarded to the council of state, to be by them 
submitted to the king, who himself applies the law; 
and awards the sentence. 

' We had now spent nearly three weeks at Pe- 
gue, and seen every thing worthy of notice,- whicb^ 
in a place lately rescued from a desert state, could 
not be very interesting or various. Gathering clouds 
and a gloomy horizon foretold the approach of the 
6outh>w<%t monsoon; and we had reason shortly 
to expect the airival of a royal messenger, to noti¬ 
fy his majesty’s pleasure in regard to our further 
progress. Having also several an-angements to 
make at Rangoon preparatory to our departm-e, 
it became expedient to appoint a day for quitting 
Pegue. 1 therefore intimated to the Maywoon 
my intention, and fixed on the 25th to take my 
leave, on which day 1 visited him in form. After 
half an hour’s cheerful conversation, he asked me 
with much earnestness, whether we were pleased 
with the reception and treatment we had received. 
In return, I gave him the most ample assurances 
of our entire satisfaction, expressed my sense of 
his past kindness, and my reliance on his future 
friendship. He seemed happy to find that we were 
contented, and handsomely apologized for the re¬ 
straint and apparent rudeness we had sustained^tm 
first coming to Rangoon, which he said ori^ 
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ginated in misconception. Thus we ported with 
perfect complacency on both sides. 

Nor was tluH acknowledgment, on my part, mei'o 
matter of empty compliment; although I thought, 
that, on certain occa8ions„.he might hare relaxed 
from the ostentatious dignity which he cautiously 
preservwl; yet he never was deficient in politc- 
Ufjss. His attentions to our accommodation and 
convenience were unremitting; and we experienc¬ 
ed, during the t(!rm of our residence, unifom civi¬ 
lity from all his dependents, which, in fact, com¬ 
prises the whole of the inhabitants of Pegae. 
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CHAPTER XL 

LEAVE PEGUE-REACH THE VILLAGE OF DE- 

ESA-ABUNDANCE OF GAME-BUFFALOES- 

their ANTIPATHY TO THE COLOUR OF RED OR 

SCARLET-DEESA INFESTED BY TIGERS AND 

WILD ELEPHANTS-REACH RANGOON-GEO¬ 

GRAPHICAL POSITION OF PEGIJe, ERRONEOUS¬ 
LY L/iID DOWN IN MOPERN MAPS-MEMBERS 

OF THE ENGLISH DEPUTATION RESIDE WITH¬ 
IN THE FORTIFICATIONS OF RANGOON-MIS¬ 

TRUST EVINCED BY THE PRINCIPAL INHABI¬ 
TANTS—DESCRIPTipN OF THE TOWN OF RAN¬ 
GOON—SWINE AND DOGS NUMEROUS-RE¬ 

CEIVE MUCH USEFUL INFORMATION FROM AN 

ITALIAN MISSIONARY ACCOUNT OF THE 

PEOPLE CALLED CAREANERS-OF THE TEM¬ 
PLE OE SHOEDAGONG-BIRMANS FOND OF RE¬ 

LIGIOUS PROCESSION 1 ACCOUNT OF THE 

RHAHAANS, OR ECCLESIASTICS-MEET THE 

SEREDAW, OR HIGH PRIEST OF RANGOON- 

Ills CHARACTER-VIRGIN PRIESTESSES- 

REASON OF THE ABOLITION OF THEIR OR¬ 
DER. 

Captain Thomas and Dr Buchanan, with a pro- 
Jjortion of the baggage and servants, left Pegue oa 

u 2 
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tlie'' 2 let, to return to Rangoon; Mr Wood and 
myself were ready to t^mbark on the 2Gth. We 
went on board in the afternoon, attended by the 
Nakhaan, two inferior oiHcers of government, and 
the public interpreter; the remainder qf our do¬ 
mestics followed in a separate boat. The heavy 
rains that fell during the night incommoded the 
rowers, and retarded our progress ; next morning 
the weather cleai'ed up, but towards noon the sky 
again became overcast, and seemed to promise a 
stormy night. About two o’clock we reached a 
village on the east bank, called Deesa, at which 
place we found two commodious houses unoccu¬ 
pied, close to the river. Our boatmen being fa¬ 
tigued, and theie appearing no probability of being 
able to teach Rangoon by the night’s tide, I judged 
it advisable to take up our quai'tcrs here imtil the 
morning. 

Shortly after our arrival had been arniomiced, 
the Miou-gee, or chief person of the village, came 
to pay his respects. He informed me, that at this 
season of the year his village, and those adjacent, 
were nearly deserted by the men. who were all 
sent on the service of government, to make salt by 
the sea-side, leaving tlieii* wives, cliildren, and 
aged parents at home. I'lie aiticle of salt pro¬ 
duces a considerable revenue to the slate. The 
peasantiy are employed in j)repjiring it during the 
hot season. As soon as the monsoon sets in, they 
return to their habitations, and till their lands un¬ 
til the time comes round for a renewal of their 
annual labour on the coast, which does not occupy 
mqr(i than four months in the year. 

Making inquiries resp<*cting what game the 
country produced, the Miou-gee told me that it 
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siboimded in vai'lous kinds, particnlariy deer; *ancl 
that, if I chose to walk out with my gun, he would 
be my guide, and imdertake to sho^ me a herd of 
antelopes at no great distance. I accepted the of¬ 
fer with yleasui’e. went through the village, 
which did not contain more than fifty houses, com¬ 
fortable in appoarance, and well raised from the 
ground. Tlic women and children flocked to their 
doors, and screamed with astonishment at seeing 
such a phenomenon as an English oflicer dressed 
in his uniform. Piroceeding to the eastward, a- 
l)out a mile from the town, we entered an exten¬ 
sive plain, where the tall rank grass had been 
consimied by fire, to allow the growth of the more 
delicate shoots as pasturage for the cattle. Heie 
we soon^discovered a herd of deer, but so watch¬ 
ful and wild, that I coulcl only get near enough 
to fire a random shot from a rifle, which did not 
takef effect. In endeavouring to approach them 
unperceived, 1 left ray servants and guide at a 
considerable distance, and took a circuit by myself, 
out of sight of my companions. A drove of buf¬ 
faloes belonging to the villagers happened to be 
nigh at the time that I discharged my gun. A- 
lanned at the noise, the whole troop raised their 
heads, and, instead of nmning away, seemed to 
stand on the defensive. I wdked leisurely from 
them, when two came out of the herd, and, with 
their tails and heads erect, trotted towards mo, 
not in a straight line, but making half a circle, aa 
if afraid to advance. They were too near for me 
to think of escaping by flight, I therefore kept on 
at a moderate pace, in an oblique direction, stop¬ 
ping at times, with my face towards them, oh 
whi^ they also stood still, and looked at me; but 
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when I resumofl ray way, they immediately ad- 
Yanced. In t[ik) circuitous manner, one of tliem' 
came so close, that I felt my situation extremely 
awkward. I had reloaded my rifle wliilst I walk¬ 
ed, but reserYed it for an ej*:tremity. Aet the beast 
approached, I stopped more frequently, which al- 
^vqys checked Iris progress for a time ; but he had 
now drawn so nigh, that 1 expected every instant 
to have a direct charge made at me. Fortunately 
tlie Miou-gee, from a distance, discovered my 
situation. He hallooed out, and made signs, by 
taking off his blue cotton jacket, holding it up in 
the air, and then throwing it down. I immediate¬ 
ly comprehended his meaning, and, whilst I edged 
away, slipped olF my scarlet coat, which I flung, 
together with my hat, into some long gra#s, where 
they lay concealed. The buffalo instantly desisted 
from the j)urHuit, and returned towards the herd, 
quietly gi*azing as he ,retired. This circumsfSmc© 
proves, that the Imflalo ei|tertains the same anti¬ 
pathy to the colour of red or scai'let that some o- 
thcr animals are known to do. The Miou-gee, 
wdien 1 joined him, seemed quite as much alarmed 
as 1 was. He said, that if 1 had sustained any in¬ 
jury, his head would have paid the foifeit of the 
accident. 

The country inland appeared to be cleared of 
trees and brushwood to a considerable distance; 
hut on the banks of the river, to the north and 
south, the thickets bordered on the village, and I 
was told, abounded in jungle * fowl and peacocks; 

\ Tills is a bird w*cll known to sportsmen in Indio. It 
differs little from the common barn-door fowl, except that 
the wild sort are all similar in colmir —4 dark red, with 
black breast and legs. The flesh is ver;}r delicate. 
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but my guide requested that I would not venture 
in, for fear of tigera, which he said, frequently 
came prowling round tlie village at ni^tt, and some¬ 
times carried away their dogs, hut durst not attack 
their butfaloes, who, to ajl appearance, were a matcfi 
for any tiger, and almost as fierce. The inhabi-F 
tants also complained of being much molested in 
the wet season by wild elephants, that occupy, lu 
great numbers, a forest twelve miles to the north¬ 
east. These powerful animals, allured by the eai’ly 
crops of rice and sugar-cane, make predatory ex¬ 
cursions in large troops, and do a great deal of 
mischief, devastating more than they devour. The 
poor peasantry have often to lament the destruction 
of their most exposed plantations. * 

Next Bioniing, before ^faylight, we left Deesa 
with the first of the ebb. At ten o’clock we reach¬ 
ed Rangoon, and landed at our fonnor dwelling 
belo\^ the town. Baha-Sheen, who had travelled 
all night, arrived abouf the same hour from Pd- 
gue. 

How much is it to he lamented, that the coun- 
* try we had just left, one of the fairest and most- 
healthful on the globe, should remain, for the great¬ 
er pait, a solitary desert, whilst so many of the 
hnman race are condemned to languish away life 
in noxious regions, or extract, by incessant labour, 
a scanty subsistence from a barren soil! The 
natives of the adjacent islands of Nicobar, whose 
swollen limbs and diseased bodies evince the pes¬ 
tilential atmosphere they breathe, might here prove 
useful meinb(*rs of general society, live in the en¬ 
joyment of a salubrious climate, supply their ouyi, 
afld contribute to relieve the wants of others. But* 
it must require a long and uninterrupted term of 
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poa^e to ronew the population of Pegue. ShouKl 
it ever be so fortunate, there can be little doubt 
that Pegue will be numbered amongst the most 
flourishing and delightful countries of the East. 

The authorities on whkh the geogi*aphy of the 
city and river of Pegue has been laid down, though 
dpubtless the best that could be procured, are 
nevertheless far from being accurate. The Pegue 
river is called by the natives, Bagoo Kioup, or 
Pegue rivulet, to distinguish it from Mioup, or 
river. It is navigable but a Veiy few miles to the 
northward of the city of Pegue, and for this it iS 
indebted wholly to the action of the tide. It ha^ 
no communication with the sea, except by the 
Rangoon river, and in the fair season, at low* 
water, is almost dry. Tliere seems to have been 
a mistake of this stream for the Sitang river, a- 
bout fifteen miles east of Pegue, which is a great 
and independent body of water, that partly de^ 
scribes the courae that in the map is given to what 
is called the Pegue river. 

' Nor does the meridian measurement of the 
dty of Pegue, as reported by former traveller^,- 
at all conuspond with later observations. Mr 
Wood, an accurate astronomer, and furnished with 
excellent instruments, places Pegue in 17° 4(K 
north latitude, above forty geographical miles south 
of the position assigned to it in the map. The 
difference in longitude is less than that of latitude. 
Mr Wood, from a mean of observations of the im¬ 
mersion and emersion of Jupiter’s satellites, de¬ 
termines Pegue to be in 96° II' 15", about thirty- 
twe miles west of its supposed situation. This 
hastward error may have given occasion to the 
mistake of tlie Sitang river lor that of Pegue. 
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the authorities for the geography of diis chun- 
try are, in most places imperfect, and in some al- 
togetlier erroneous. • 

The ruinous state and uncomfoitable situation 
of the dwelling assigned to us on oui* first arrival, 
rendered it desirable to remove into the town ; 
and, as a proper uiuleistanding was now establish¬ 
ed with the Rangoon government, no objection 
whatever was made, to our taking up our abode 
wherever we thought proper. I accordingly hired 
two large houses, one for the gentlemen of the de¬ 
putation, the other for our attendants. These were 
inade of timber, sufhciently spacious, but ill adapt¬ 
ed to the climate, being close, and covered with 
tiles, which retained and traiismitt«^d the lieat long 
after the^sun had set. They were, however, the 
best that could be procured, and we felt ourselves 
more at ease from residing within the inclosuro of 
wha^ is called the fort of Rangoon. 

Being freed from the restraint imposed on us 
before we went to Peg^e, we now enjoyed the full 
liberty of collecting infonnatipn, and seeing what- 
,ever was worth notice. Altjiough a liberal license 
w^ thus granted to us, I still found, on the part 
of those persons who were best capable of com¬ 
municating knowledge, a mistrustful unwillingness 
to reply to my questions, which they evaded, rather 
than declined answering; a conduct that created in 
me more regret tlian^ surprise. It was a natural 
jealousy, which at this time 1 did not think it pin- 
dent to increase, by minute inquiries into the inr 
temal state of the conntiy, and the political ecor 
thorny of their government. ^ 

• Increasing trade, aiul consequent population, hav« 
extender! tiie present totvn far beyond the limits 
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that formerly comprehended Rangoon^ as it Was 
originally founded by Alompra. It stretches along 
the bank of the river a\>out a mile, and is not more 
than a third of a mile in breadth. The city or 
miou * is a square, surroujqded by a higt stockade, 
and on the north side it is further strengthened by 
an indifferent fosse, across whicli a wooden bridge 
is thrown. In this face there are two gates, in 
each of the others only one. Wooden stages are 
erected in several places within the stockade, for 
musketeers to stand on in rase of an attack. On 
the south side, towards the river, which is about 
twenty or tliirty yards from the palisade, there are 
a number of huts, and three wharfs, with cranes 
for landing godds. A battery of twelve cannon, 
six ainl nine pounders, ^raised on the baplc, com¬ 
mands the river; hut the guns and caninges are 
in such a wretched condition, that they could do 
little execution. Close to the princ.ipal wliarf are 
two commodious wooden houses, used by the mer¬ 
chants as an exchange, whore they usually meet 
in the cool of the morning and evening, to converse 
and transact business. The streets of the town ' 
are nanxiw, and much inferior to those of Pegue, 
but clean, and well pav(*d. There ai'C numerous 
clumnels to caiTy oft' the min, over wliich strong 
planks are laid, to prevent an inteniiplion of in¬ 
tercourse. The houses ai*e raised on posts from 
the ground ; the smaller supported by bamboos, the 
larger by strong timbers. All the officers of go- 
vermnent, the most opulent merchants, and per¬ 
sons of considemtion, live within the fort. Ship¬ 
wrights, and people of inferior rank, inliabit the 

* Miou is a term applied either to a City or a district. 
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suburbs; and ono entire street, called Tac^lly, 
is exclusively assij^ed to common prostitutes, wlio 
arc not permitted to dwell within the precincts of 
tlie fortiiication. 

Swine .are suffered to roam about the town at 
large. Tliese animals, which are with reason lield 
unclean, do not belong to any particular owners ; 
they ai’e servants of the public, common scavcr^- 
gers. They go under the houses, and devour tlie 
tilth. The Birmans ai‘e also fond of dogs, nnm- 
bera of which infest the streets. The breed is 
small, and extremely noisy. Whenever Ave walk¬ 
ed out, the inhabitants were apprised of our ap¬ 
proach by the loud bai’lting of tliese Iroublesoino 
curs, • 

I now honom’ed^ occasionally with visits 
from all the men of ofticial consequence in i\aii- 
goon ; hut although they paid me this compliment, 
.the greatest formality and caution were still pre¬ 
served in tinnr deportjnent and language. Baba- 
Sheen was the oidy person with whom we held 
familiar intercourse, and through him every atten¬ 
tion was paid to our wants. From this conduct, 
however, I judged it prudent to suspend the as¬ 
tronomical observations, which Mr Wood Avas de¬ 
sirous to make, and not to employ my draftsman until 
a longer ac<(uainl;ince had removed tlieir suspicions. 

Amongst the foreigners who came to pay tlujir 
respects to the English gentlemen, Avas an Italian 
missionaiy, named Vincentius Sangermano, Avho 
bad been deputed to this country about twenty- 
yeai's before, by the Society de Propaganda. He 
seemed a very respectable and intelligent qian, 
spoke and wrote the Binnan language fluently, 
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and' was held in high estimation by the natives for 
iiis exemplaiy life and inoffensive manners. His 
congregation insisted of the descendants of for¬ 
mer Portuguese colonists, who, though numerous, 
ai*e in general very poor., They, however, had 
erected a neat chapel, and purchased for their 
pastor a piece of ground a mile ffoni the town, on 
which a neat comfoi-table dwellmg was built, and 
a giU'den inclosed. He is indebted for his subsis¬ 
tence to the voluntary contributions of his flock. 
In return for their chaiity, he educates tlieir chil¬ 
dren, instructs them in the tenets of the Romish 
faith, and perfoims mass twice a day at the 

From this reverend father I received much use¬ 
ful information. He told me of a singular^ descrip¬ 
tion of people called Carayners, or Carianers, that 
•inhabit different parts of the country, particularly 
the western provinces of Dalla and Bassien, seve¬ 
ral societies of whom alsq dwell in the districts 
adjacent to Rangoon. He represented them as a 
simple, innocent race, speaking a language dis¬ 
tinct from that of the Birmans, and entertaining 
rude notions of religion. 'I'hey lead quite a pas¬ 
toral life, and are the most industrious subjects of 
the state. Their villages form a select commu¬ 
nity, from which they exclude all other sects; and 
never reside in a city, inteimingle, or many with 
strangers. They profess, and strictly observe, i .ni- 
versal peace—not engaging in war, or taking part 
in contests for dominion—a system that necessa¬ 
rily places them in a state of subjection to the 
rulmg power of the day. Agriculture, the care 
uf cattle, and rearing poultiy, sire almost their 
only occupations. A great port of the provisions 
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used in the country is raised by tl>e Cavianer^, and 
they particularly excel in gardening^. They have, 
of late years, l>een heavily taxed aifd oppressed by 
the great Birman landholders; in consequence of 
which numbers have ^withdrawn into the moun¬ 
tains of Arracan. ’^They have traditional maxims 
of jurisprudence for their intemal government, but 
are without any written laws ;—custom, 'wdth 
them, constitutes the law. Some learn to speak 
the Birman tongue, and a few can read and write 
it imperfectly. They are timorous, honest, mild 
in tlieir mannera, and exceedingly hospitable to 
strangers. 

The temple of Shoedagon,* or Dagoung, about 
two miles and a half north of Rangoon, is a very 
grand Ipilding, althougl^ not so high, by twenty* • 
five or thirty feet, as that of Shocmadoo at Pegue. 
It is much more oinameiited. The ten-ace on 
whfch it stands is raised on^a rocky eminence, con- 

* Tlie name of this temple, which signifies Golden Da^ 
gon, naturally recalls to mind the passages in the Scrip¬ 
tures where the * house of Dagon * is mentioned, and the 
image of idolatry bows down before the holy ark. 

‘ Next came one 

Who mourn’d in earnest, when the captive ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lopt olT 
In his own temple, on Jie grunsel edge, 

Wlierc he fell flat, and sham’d Ins worshippers: 

Dagoii his name, sea-monster, iipw'ard man 
And downward fish : yet had his temj'.le high 
Ilear’tl in Azolus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, • 

And Accaron and Gaza’s frontier bounds.* 

Milton, B. I. 

, Tlic resemblance is too striking to pass unnoticed: at 
the same time it should be observed, that analogies of this 
kind, though always pleasing, are often deceptive. 
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siderably higher than the circiunjacent countiy. 
It is ascended by above a Imudred stone steps, 
tliat have been suffered to fall into decay. The 
situation renders IShoedjigon a conspicuous object 
at the distance of many rni*es. Tlie tes, jind the 
whole of the spire are richly gilded ; which, when 
the sun shines, exliibit a singularly sjdcndid ap- 
peiUTUice. 

The small auxiliary buildings are yet more nu¬ 
merous than those that 'flurround the base of the 
Pegue Temple. Perceiving that several of these 
were in a minous state, whilst the foimdations of 
others were just laid, and some half finished, I 
asked why they did not repair the damages of the 
old before they erected naw ones; and was told, 
that to mend a decayed praw or tomplo; though 
an act of piety, was not so meritorious as to erect 
a new one. That sometimes the old ones were 
repaired hy those who were unwilling or unable to 
be at the expense of a complete building; but this 
entirely depended on the means and inclination of 
the donor. 

Tlie borders of the terrain on which the temple 
is raised are planted with shady trees in regular 
rows. From this eminence there is a beautiful 
and exleiisivo prospect; the Pegue and Rangoon 
rivers ai’e seen winding through a level w^oody coun¬ 
try, and the temple of Syriam, little inferior to those 
tliat Lave been desenbed, stands near the junedon 
of the streams. The rainy monsoon bad now set 
in, luid inundations were formed in several places. 
It would have been a wore pleasing, tliough jier- 
hapf loss picturesque scene, had tlie plains been 
cleared, and the fields laid out for Cultivation. 
We cx)uhl obseiTe few marks of improvement; 
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woods, lakes, and rivera, presented themselvd} on 
every side* 

"J'lie road leading from the city tf» the temple is 
formed witli care* A wide caaseway in the centre 
prevents ^he rain from lodging, and throws it oif 
to the sides. Numbeiless little s[)ires are ranged 
along the edge of the road, in which are niclics to 
receive small images of their divinity Gaudfba. 
Several kioums, or monasteries, lay in this direc¬ 
tion—generally removed a short distance from the 
public way, under the shade of pi pal or tamarind 
trees. 

The Birmans, like all the natives of the East, 
are fond of processions. Scarcely a week psisses 
that there is not a religious displsfy in Rangoon— 
either ajfuneral of some ^jjerson who leaves suffi¬ 
cient to defray the expense of a pompous public 
burning, or the ceremony of admitting youths into 
the Von vents of the Hhahaans. On the latter oc¬ 
casion pai’ents vie with each other, and spai'e no 
cost. The pnncipal charge consists in entertain¬ 
ments, and the customaiy presents to the Rha- 
haans. The ago of induction is generally from 
eight to twelve yeai’s. When a boy is to he in¬ 
troduced into a convent, either as a temporary re¬ 
sident, or with a view to future consecration, his 
friends prepai'e their offerings of cloth, rice, pre¬ 
serves, fmit, fans, cushions, mats, and household 
utensils. On an aj)pointed day he pai'ades the 
streets, dressed in yellow, and mounted on a horse 
richly capaiisoued, led by two servants. A baiul 
of music goes before, and a ])arty of Rhaluiaiis 
ejicirclo him. IIis male friends follow in a t|*oop, 
•and the females of their families bring up the rear 

X 2 
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—^tho latter can'yinj;^ on their heads the offerings 
meant for the Rhahaans. Thus they proceed to 
the convent of which the novice is to become a 
member, where he is presented in form to the se¬ 
nior of the brotherhood. /I'his coremoaiy is re¬ 
peated three times, and at each perambulation fresh 
presents arc to bo provided. 

The kiouir.s, or convents, of tbo Rbabaans are 
different in tbeir structure from common lioiiscs, 
and much resemble the architecture of the Cbi- 
nese. They arc made entirely of wood. The 
roof is composed of different stages, supported by 
strong pillars; the inside comprehends one large 
hall; the whole house is open at the sides. Some 
ai'o curiously carved with various symbolic repre¬ 
sentations of the divinity. There are ro apart¬ 
ments for the private recreation of the Rliahaans. 
Publicity is the prevailing system of Birman con¬ 
duct, and they admit of no secrets either in clitircli 
or state. ^ 

From the many convents in tlie neighbourhood 
of Rangoon, the number of Rhahaans and Phon- 
ghis * must be very considerable ;—I was told that 
it exceeded 1500. This estimate must include 
those in their noviciate. Like the Carmelites, they 
go barefooted, and have tiieir heads close shaven, 
on which they never wear any covering. 

Yellow is the only colour tvorn by the priest¬ 
hood. They have a long loose cloak which Jiey 
wrap round them, so as to cover most part of the 
body. They profess celibacy, ajid to abstain from 
every sensual indulgence. I'lie prescribed pu¬ 
nishment for a Rhahaan detected in an act of i]>- 

* The infeno) order of priests, rtilgarly called Talla- 
poina^ 
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continence, is expulsion and public disgrace- ^lio 
del indent is seated on an ass, and ^ts face daubed 
with i^ck paint, interspersed with spots of wliite. 
He is thus led tlu’ough the streets, with a drum 
beating before him, and afterwards turned out of 
the city; but such instances of degradation are 
very rare. 'I'he juniors ai'C restricted from wan¬ 
dering about licentiously, either by day or night- 
There is a prior in eveiy convent, who has a dis¬ 
cretionary p(»w'er to grant permission to go abroad. 
The llhaltaans never dress tlieir own victuals, 
holding it an abuse of time to perform any of the 
common functions of life, which, so long as they 
occupy, must divert tliem from ^he abstract con¬ 
templation of the divine essence. They receive 
the conll’ibujions of the daity ready cooked, and 
prefer cold food to hot. At the dawn of the 
morning, they begin to perambulate the town, to 
collect supplies for the day.. Each convent sends 
forth a certain numbewof its members, who walk 
at a quick pace tlirough the streets, supporting 
with the right ann a blue lackered box, in which 
the donations are deposited. These usually consist 
of boiled rice mixed with oil, dried and pickled 
fish, sweetmeats, fniit, ke. During their w^alk, 
they never cast their eyes to tlie right nor to the 
left, but ke(?p them fixed oil the ground. They do 
not stop to solicit, and sehlom even look at the 
donors, who appear more desirous to bestow, than 
the others to receive. The Rhahaans eat hut 
once a day, at the hour of noon. A much larger 
quantity of provision bi?ing commonly procured 
^han sufiices for the members of the Convent,* the 
sur|)lus is disposed of, aa charitably as it was gi- 
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ven, to the needy stranger, or tlie poor sehoiara 
who daily attended them, to he instructed in let¬ 
ters, and taught their moral and religious ^ties. 

In the various commotions of tlio empire, I 
never heard that the Khahmins had taken any ac¬ 
tive sliare, or publicly interfered in politics, or 
engaged in war. By this prudent conduct they 
cx<‘ited no lesentment. The Birmans and Peguers 
professing the same religion, whoever were con- 
queroi-s equally respected the ministers of their 
faith. 

I had heard mu<;h of the veneration paid to the 
Seredaw, or bead of the Bhahaans at Rangoon, 
and by chance had an opportunity of seeing him. 
He lived in a very handsome monastery, half a 
mile from town, on the- road h‘ading t(> Slioeda^ 
gon. One evening, taking my customary walk, I 
met him retuiTiing from the pagoda. There was 
nothing to distinguish him from the common Uha- 
haans; he wore the same yellow dress, and his 
head aiul feet were hare. His years and abstracted 
appearance induced me to ask wlio he was. On 
being told, I turned and joined company with 
him, for he would not have stopped or gone out 
of his way had a monarch ac'costed him. He en¬ 
tered freely into convei-sation, hut kept his eyes 
fixed invariably on tlie gi'ouiid before him. He 
was a little old man, of seventy-five, and still 
walked witli firm step on even ground ; hut when 
lie ascendt*d the stairs of his dwelling, he required 
support. He goes every day, at the same hour, 
to thf* tcinjile, to ofler his dcjvotions, and perforins 
the journey, which, going and returning, cannot 
i»e less than four miles, on foot. Ajiproacliing his 
grove, lie civilly asked me to come in and rest 
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myaolf. I followed him, and we took our seats 
on mats spreaxl on the floor, in t^e centre of a 
lai'^e and lofty hull. Several younj^ Rhahaans, 
v/Ijo had attended him in his walk, ranged them- 
selvefc? at »small distance. I was, however, dis¬ 
appointed in the expentations I had fonned. Ho 
betrayed a worldly pride inconsistent with Jjis 
years and sacred limction. He announced, with 
much pomp, that he was the head of the church 
at Ranf^oon; and ostentatiously displayed, en- 
gTJiven on iron plates, his sacerdotal titles, which 
had been conlerred on him by the present and 
the late king. He seemed to possess little of the 
humility wliich distinguished the^aged prelate of 
Pegue; and I left him, impressed with much less 
rcverencff tlnyi I had entertained for his character 
before our interview. 

I was told, that formerly there were nunneries 
of virgin priestesses, who, liliijB the RhaJiaans, wore 
yellow garments, eut alf their hair, and devoted 
themselves to chastity and religion; but these so¬ 
cieties were long ago abolished, as being injurious 
to the population of the state. At present there 
arc a few old women who shave theii* heads, wear 
a white dress, follow funerals, and cairy water to 
tlio convents ; and these venerable dames have 
some portion of respect paid to them. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

POPULATION OP RANGOON-AN ASYLUM FOR 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS-RELIGIOUS TOLERA¬ 
TION GRANTED TO FOREIGNERS-PROVINCE 

OF DALLA, AND TOWN OF MAINDU—MIMA- 
SHUN-RUA, OR THE VILLAGE OF PROSTITUTES 

-BARBAROUS LAW RESPECTING THE FEMALE 

RELATIONS OF INSOLVENT DEBTORS-TREAT¬ 
MENT OF THE WOMEN-RIVER OF RANGOON 

COMMODIOUS FOR SHIP-BUILDING-SEVERAL 

SHIPS OF BURTHEN ON THE STOCKS-BIRMAN 

SHIPWRIGHTS-IMPERIAL MANDATE ArIhVES 

FOR THE ENGLISH DEP.UTATION TO PROCEED 
TO THE CAPITAL—THE MAYWOON OF PEGUB 
ORDERED TO ACCOMPANY IT—HUNTSMEN EM¬ 
PLOYED TO CATCH ALLIGATORS AND RHINO¬ 
CEROSES-REVERENCE OF THE BIRMANS FOR 

THEIR BRAMINICAL ASTROLOGERS-THEY DE¬ 

CLARE A PROPITIOUS DAY FOR THE MAY- 

WOON TO DEPART-HE LEAVES RANGOON-^- 

ENGLISH DEPUTATION PREPARES TO FOLLOW 
-DESCRIPTION OF THE BOATS, &C. 

The population of Rangoon is considerable. TTiere 
are 5000 registered taxalile houses in the city and 
suburbs. If each house be supposed to contain six 
people, the estimate will amount to 30,000, Hav¬ 
ing long been the asylum of insolvent debtors from 
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the different settlements of India, it is crowded 
with foreigners of desperate fortunes, who find 
from the Birmans a friendly receptidh, and, for the 
most part, support themselves l)y carrying on a 
petty tradQ, which affcy*ds a decent subsistence to 
those who act prudently. Here are to be found 
fugitives from all countries of the East, and of all 
complexions. The exchange, if I may so call tKe 
common place of their meeting, exhibits a motley 
assemblage of merchants, such as few towns of 
much greater magnitude can produce ; Malabars, 
Moguls, Persians, Parsees, Armenians, Portuguese, 
French, and English, all mingle here, and ai'e en¬ 
gaged in various branches of commerce. The 
members of this discordant multitude are not onhr 
permitted to reside undor the protection of go¬ 
vernment, but likewise enjoy the most liberal to¬ 
leration in matters of religion. Tliey celebrate their 
eevei^ rites and festivals, totally disregarded by 
the Bii*mans, who ha^e no inclination to make 
proselytes. In the same street may be heard tho 
solemn voice of the Muezzin, calling pious Islam¬ 
ites to early prayers, and the bell of the Portu¬ 
guese chapel tinkling a summons to Romish Chris¬ 
tians. Processions meet and pass each other, 
without giving or receiving cause of offence* Tho 
Birmans never trouble themselves about the reli¬ 
gious opinions of any sect, nor disturb their ritual 
ceremonies, provided they do not break the peace, 
or meddle with their own divinity Gaudma ; but 
if any person commit an outrage, which the Mus- 
sulmen, in their zeal forithe tiue faith, will some¬ 
times do, the offender is sure to be put into •the 
slocks; and if that does not calm his tm'bulenl 
enthusiasm, they bastinado him into tranquillity. 
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The violence of the rainy monsoon prevented 
our making distant excunsions, which, in the pre¬ 
sent stage of the mission, I should perhaps liave 
avoi<led had the weatlu*r been favourable. Our 
morning rides and evening walks seldom extended 
beyond the great temple, that being tlie best road. 
Dr Buchanan one morning iveiit across to the west 
side of the river, on the hank of wliich, 0 ]»p<)site 
to Rangoon, is a considerable town, called Maindu, 
the residence of the governor of the province of 
Dalla, Avho has already been mentioned as having 
come down to meet the deputation on its first m*- 
rivaL TJjis government is entirely distinct from 
Rangoon, on the cast side, llje rank of the go¬ 
vernor Ls much inferior to that of the Maywooii of 
Pegne; notwithstanding which, the latl^er cannot 
apprehend a criminal within the jurisdiction of 
Dalla, by his ov^^l authority. The city of Dall^, 
from whence the province taltes its name, Ls said 
to he on the west side of the China Buckier river, 
and was formerly a place of considerable import¬ 
ance. The town of Maindu is composed of one 
long street. At the east end is a creek, which goes 
all the way to Bassien, and has twelve feet depth 
of water at high tide ; on the west side is a smaller 
creek, on the bank of which stands a village called 
Mima-Shun-Rua, or the village of prostitutes, be¬ 
ing inhabited wholly by women of tliat description. 

Prostitution in this, as in all other countries, is 
the ultimate resort of female wretchedness. But 
here it is olten attended with circumstances of pe¬ 
culiar and unmerited misery. Many who follow 
tills course of life are not at their own disposal, 
nor receive the earnings of their unliappy profes- 
sioh. They are slaves sold by creditors to a liceus- 
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^ pander, for debts more frequently contracted by 
others than by themselres. Accordiig to the laws 
of Pegue, he who incws a debt which he cannot 
pay becomes the property of his creditor, who may 
claim the insolvent debtor as his slave, and oblige 
him to perform menial service until he liquidates 
the debt. Nor does the unhappy man always suffer 
in his own pei-soii alone ; his immediate relatives 
are often included in the bond, and, when that is 
the case, are liable to he attached and sold to dis** 
charge the obligation. The wretchedness into 
which this inhuman law plunges whole families is 
not to be described. Innocent women are often 
dragged from domestic comfit and happiness; and, 
from the folly or misfortune of the master of the 
house, ixivwhich they perhaps have no blame, are 
sold to the licensed superintendent of the Tackally, 
who, if they possess attractions, pays a high price 
fr>r tlfem, and reimburses himself by the wages of 
their prostitution* « 

In their treatment of the softer sex the Birmans 
are destitute both of delicacy and humanity, con^ 
sidering women as little superior to the brute stock 
of their farms. The lower class of Birmans make 
no scruple of selling their daughters, and even their 
wives, to foreigners who come to pass a temporary 
residence amongst them. It reflects no disgrace on 
any of the parties, and the woman is not disho* 
Boured by the connexion. 

Respecting the trade of Rangoon, the commo¬ 
dities which the country is capable of producing, 
the present state of its commerce, and the obstacles 
that check its growth, 1 shall have occasion,to 
speak more at length in another part of this worku* 
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It is sufficient here to observe, that teak, the most 
durable woo(j|| that is known, and best adapted for 
the construction of ships, is produced in the forests 
of the Birman and Pegue empires in inexhaustible 
abundance. The river of Rangoon is equally com¬ 
modious for the construction of ships. The spring 
tides rise twenty feet in perpendicular height. The 
banks are soft, and so flat that there is little need 
of labour for the formation of docks. Vessels of 
any burden may be built. Nature has liberally 
done her pai’t to render Rangoon the most flourish¬ 
ing seaport of the Eastern world. 

There were at this time several ships from 600 to 
1000 tons burden on stocks. One belonging to the 
Maywoon of Pegue, about 900 tons, was consi¬ 
dered by professional men as a specimen-of excel¬ 
lent workmanship. It was entirely wrought by 
Birman carpenters, and formed on a French model, 
as are most of the ships built in tliis river, the 
Birmans having received +heir first rudiments of 
the art from that nation. Three or four vessels of 
burden were likewise in a state of forwardness, 
belonging to English adventurers; and one still 
larger than the rest, almost ready to be launched, 
the property of the governor of Maindu, the town 
on the opposite side. If this ship was not com¬ 
posed of prime materials, the building at least was 
well attended to. Eveiy morning the governor s 
wife crossed the river in her husbaiid^s barg'^, at¬ 
tended by two or three female servants. After 
landing, she commonly took her seat on one of 
the timbei-s in the yard, and overlooked the work-, 
men for some hours, after which she returned home, 
•and seldom missed coming back in the evening, to 
see- that the day’s task had been completed. TTio 
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slip on Tviiich the ship was built happened tcT be 
contiguous to our iii*st habitation, a circumstance 
that caused us to remark her constaiffc visits. Cu¬ 
riosity, however, did not prompt her, or any of her 
attendants,, to come wjthin om* precincts, whilst 
decorum deterred us from making advances to- 
wai-ds an acquaintance. Her husband never ac¬ 
companied her, and she did not seem to requito 
his aid. Women in the Bii*man country are not 
only good housewives, but likeA^ise manage the 
more important mercantile concerns of their hus¬ 
bands, and attend to their interests in all outdoor 
transactions. They are industrious to the greatest 
degree, and are said to bo good mothers, and sel¬ 
dom from inclination unfaithful wives. If this be 
a true cl^acter, they meet with a most ungener¬ 
ous return, fbr, as was before obseiTed, the men 
treat them as beings of a very su1)ordinate order. 

Whilst we admired the stmeture and materials 
of these ships, we could not 'overlook the mode in 
which the work was ^executed, and the obvious 
merit of the aitificers. In Bengal, a native cai- 
penter, though his business is commonly well done, 
yet, in his manner of performing it, excites the 
surprise and ridicule of Europeans. He cuts his 
wood with a diminutive adze, in a feeble and slow 
manner; and when he wants to turn a piece of 
timber, has recourse to a cooloe, or labourer, that 
attends him. Numbers there compensate for the 
want of individual energy; notwithstanding this, 
they finish what they undertake in a masterly man¬ 
ner. The Birman shipwrights are athletic men, 
and possess, in an eminent degree, that vigour 
ivhich distinguishes Europeans, and gives them 
pre-eminence over the enervated natives of thb 
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East; nor do 1 imagine that the inhabitants of any 
country are capable of greater bodily exertion than 
the Birmans.' 

The month of May was now far adranced, and 
we became a little impatient at remaining so long 
in a state of uncertainty, especially as the officers 
of government did not at all relax in the formality 
and coldness of their deportment, nor were we yet 
assured what might be the nature of our reception 
at court. From this unpleasant state of suspense 
we were at length agreeably relieved by tbe ar¬ 
rival of a letter from the IVlaywoon of Pegue to 
the council of Rangoon, acquainting them that he 
had received the imperial mandate to make pre¬ 
parations for our conveyance by water to the ca¬ 
pital and that it was his majesty’s fai^her plea¬ 
sure that he should accompany the deputation in 
person. Baba-Sheen lost no time in imparting to 
me the intelligence, which was soon after commu¬ 
nicated by an official message from the Raywooii, 
inviting me to the Rhoom, or public hall, to hear 
the order formally announced in council. Tliis 
was a ceremony which 1 begged leave to decline; 
but I sent my Moonshee, or Peraian secretary, to 
attend the meeting. 

Our visit to Ummerapoora being now a measure 
decided on by the highest authority, it became re¬ 
quisite to make some inquiries respecting our ac¬ 
commodations for the voyage. Being well aware 
that no steps could he taken except through the 
regular channels of authority, I applied to the Hay- 
woofi to obtain permission to purchase suitable 
boats for the use of the deputation. An infeiior 
officer waited oii me, to represent, on the part of 
the .Raywoon, that it was inconsistent with the 
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usage of their government to admit of a public 
minister being at any expense for hiq conveyance ; 
and that the su})eriiitendaiit of tlio port had re¬ 
ceived instructions to prepare as many boats as I 
thought necessary. This, I understood, was an 
established point of etiquette, from which they 
could not possibly recede. I expressed regret ^t 
putting the government to so great an expense; 
but requested, as the season wa^ boisterous, and 
the voyage n«jt a short one, that the vessels might 
be examined by an English sbipwi'ight, and such 
alterations made as would render them commo¬ 
dious to Europeans, wliich the boats of the na¬ 
tives, both from their sti-ucture and insufficiont 
covering, are far from being. ]\ty desire met a 
cheerful •ompliance. • 

Conformably to the imperial mandate, the May- 
woon left Pegue, and amved at Rangoon on the 
25th* of May. Ilia retinue was numerous; and as 
no person of liigh oflicijil consequence, when sum¬ 
moned to attend the Golden Feet, can assure him¬ 
self of returning to his government or oiiice, in 
order to bo prepared for whatever might occur, ho 
brought with him his wife and family as the com¬ 
panions of his voyage. On the day after his ar¬ 
rival I pjiid him a visit. He was extremely civil, 
and assured me of his read/ services on every oc¬ 
casion. 

About this time an order came from couit to 
the provincial government of Pegue, which fur¬ 
nished a subject of much conversation. 1 w'as 
told that the Emperor of China, having never seen 
a riiinoccros or an alligator, entertained an ardent 
desire to view those formidable animals before liini 
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death, and had intimateil hk wi^h, tliroUKh a pro¬ 
vincial legate from Yunan, who had lately arrived 
at Ummerapoom for the purpoNe of Hettling sotne 
mercantile arrangements. The king of Ava, soli¬ 
citous to gratify his august^ brother of China, had 
signified his pleasure to his chief minister, who 
sent the order before mentioned, the pui*port of 
which, I understood, was to catch twenty alliga¬ 
tors, and as many of the rhinoceros tribe, and con¬ 
vey them to the metropolis, whence they were to 
be transpoiled to the imperial city of Pee-Kien. 
Those who made elephant-hunting their profes¬ 
sion, were despatclied to the forests, and strong 
nets were thrown across the Pegue river, on the 
sands of which, when the tide ebbed, 1 had seen, 
in the course of my jcumey to Pegue^ a much 
greater number than his majesty required. The 
fishermen began successfully. Several alligatoTS were 
taken in two or three days, and put into boats, in 
the bottom of which wells were constructed. The 
crocodile and alligator, although they are account¬ 
ed amphibious animals, cannot long support life 
out of the water. The rhinoceros hunters, I after¬ 
wards learned, were not equally fortunate. 

In a former part of this work it has been men¬ 
tioned, that the Birmans, notwithstanding they are 
Hindoos of the sect of Boodh, and not disciples of 
Brahma, nevertheless reverence the Brahmins, and 
acknowledge their superiority in science over dieir 
own priests or Rhaliaans. The partiality which 
the king, who is guided in every movement by 
astrological advice, manifests in their favour, has 
given celebrity to their predictions, and brought 
them so much into fashion, that there is not a 
viceroy or Maywoon who has not in his houseliold 
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sotiio of these domestic sages, whom ho consults 
on all impoitant occasions, and so\petin'.es on oc¬ 
casions of no importance wliatever. The May- 
woon of Pegue, whose viceroyalty, though not the 
most extensive, is the* most lucrative in the em¬ 
pire, maintains a number of Brahmins, whose coun¬ 
sel he desired as to the most fortunate day aful 
hour to commence the joui'ney. After due deli¬ 
beration, the 28th of May, at eight o’clock in the 
morning, was pronounced the most propitious for 
departure, aiifl that time was accordingly appoint¬ 
ed. Unluckily our boats could not be got in 
readiness quite so soon; but as there was no re¬ 
sisting the stars, the Maywoon declared his regi-et 
at tbo supernatural necessity that compelled him 
to precede qs, promising^ however, to wait at tlie 
head of the Rangoon river, where it branched from 
the ^eat stream of tlie IiTawaddy, until we should 
join him, the distance beiqg not more than two 
days* journey. I acquiesced in the propriety of 
submitting eveiy temporal concern to the disposal 
of Fate, and lioped that he would not suffer any 
consideration for us to interfere with his own ar¬ 
rangements. On the day fixed, at seven in the 
moniing, ho passed om* habitation, and proceeded 
with much pomp to the water-side, himself on 
horseback, his lady in a palanquin, and his chil¬ 
dren cairied astride on men’s shoulders. His own 
barge was very handsome, and of tlie structure 
appertaining to nobility. It was attended by se¬ 
veral war-boats ready manned, with a number of 
common vessels, some belonging to his retinue, 
otlwrs to merchants, who took the opportimi^ of 
•his protection to transport their merrhaudise duly 
free. The ISIaywoon rqmsod for a sliort time in 
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die house that is used as an exchange ; and when 
the great drain that proclaimed the hour struck 
the fii*8t stroke, he stopped on board, and was fol¬ 
lowed by his family. In an instant every boat 
pushed from the shore with a loud shoMt. The 
oars were vigorously plie<l, and, the flood-tide 
setting strong, the fleet w'as soon carried to the 
northward of the city. 

The boats, six ,in number, that had been pro¬ 
vided for our accommodation, were now ready to 
receive us. Dr Buchanan, Mr Wood, and my¬ 
self, had each a separate vessel. The Hindoo 
Pundit, whose religious prejudices rendered it irk¬ 
some to him to mingle with Mussulmen, had like¬ 
wise a small boat to himself. The guard, and such 
attendants as we did not immediately req;dre, oc¬ 
cupied another of a larger size, in which our heavy 
baggage, fiehl equipage, &c. were stowed. A kind 
of cutter was equipped as a kitchen, which was 
seldom wanted, as our own barges were sufficient¬ 
ly spacious to admit of all culinary purposes, with¬ 
out inconvenienco to the iiihahitaiits. These barges 
were of a very different constmetion from the flat- 
bottomed vessels called budgerows, that ai'e used 
on the Ganges. Ours were long and narrow, and 
required a good deal of ballast to keep them 
steady. Even with ballast, they would have 
been in constant danger of oversetting, had they 
not been provided with outriggers, which, com¬ 
posed of thin boai'ds, or oftener of buoyant bam- 
br>os, make a platform that extends horizontally 
six or seven feet on the outside of the boat, from 
stem, to stem. Thus secured, the vessel can in¬ 
cline no farther than until the platform touches 
the surface of the water, when she immediate- 
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lights. On this atago the boatmen ply their oars, 
or impel the boat forward by pole^ Such an ad¬ 
dition affords a convenience unknown to the navi¬ 
gation of the Ganges. It is the place exclusively 
appropriated to the crew, who sleep on it at night, 
and, by putting up mats, or spreading a sail from 
the roof of the boat to the outside edge, shelter 
themselves from the weather. My barge was 
sixty feet in length, and not moye than twelve in 
the widest part. By taking away one thwart beam 
near the stem, laying a floor two feet below the 
gunwale, and raising au ai’ched roof about seven 
feet above the floor, a commodious room Was 
formed, fourteen feet long, and ten wide, with a 
closet behind it. At the stem there was a stage, 
on which thjs Ledegee, or steersman stood, and a 
vacant space of seven or eight feet, where a kettle 
miglit be boiled, or dinner provided. On each 
side*of tlie cabin a small door opened on the plat¬ 
form ; and there were three windows, which, when 
raised, admitted a fi’ee circulation of air. The roof 
was made of bamboos covered with mats; and over 
all was extended a painted canvas, that effectually 
secured us from the heaviest rain. Phe inside 
was neatly lined with matting. The conveyances 
of the other gentlemen were neaily of the same 
size and construction. Twenty-six boatmen com¬ 
posed the crew of my vessel, exclusive of the Lee- 
degee, who is the cliief or captain. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

OEPART FROM RANGOON--ALTERATION IN THE 
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On the 29th of May we were re^[ly to depart. 
Our baggage and attendants had been previously 
sent on board, and tlie boats containing the royal 
presents had received ^heir lading from the Sea- 
Horae. We embarked in the evening, slept on 
board, and at ten o’clock next morning, when ijie 
tide sei'ved, pushed off, accompanied by our civil 
acquaintance, the Sere-dogee of Pegue, Baba- 
Shc^en, Jacob Aguizar, the Armenian merchant, 
and the chief intequeter of Rangoon. These per¬ 
sonages had boats of their own. Pauntchoo, my 
Portuguese sei'vant, being with me, and three or 
four of the boatmen speaking a little of the Hin- 
dostan language, 1 was at no loss to make myself 
understood. An under ^Serec, or inferior clerk, 
was stationed in my boat, professedly to attend 
to my wants, and receive my orders, and proba¬ 
bly Vith a view to observe and report my actions. 
It was, however, an ostensible compliment, and 
accepted by me in that light. 

We rowed without intermission until three in 
the afternoon. A short way from Rangoon the 
river becomes narrow, with a winding course, ow- 
insr to which we did not advance more than three 
leagues in a direct line. We passed a small vil¬ 
lage on the left, the banks on each side were shad- 
eel with trees. The fleet brought to on the north 
side of the river, when Dr Buchanan went on shore, 
and found an extensive plain covered with short 
grass, beyond which there was a large village. 
We experienced a pleasing alteration in the tem¬ 
perature of the air on the water, from what we 
had felt on shore. The day before our deparfure, 
at two o'clock in the aftcnioon, the thermometer 
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in the house stood at 98^; next day, at the same 
hour, the quicksilver only reachetl 90° on tlie ii-» 
ver. When tne flood made, we got under«weigh, 
rowed hard all night, and anchored in the morning 
near a town called Panlang, which tlie Seree in¬ 
formed me had once been a city of considerable 
magnitude, and from which the Rangoon river is 
frequently called the Panlang-mioup. The number 
of boats that were moored ncai* it, indicated that it 
was still a place of some imf)oi'tancc. The soil is 
rich, but there appeared to be little cultivation in 
its nei ghbo urhood. Here a branch of the r i ver shapes 
its courac to the south. At two in the afternoon we 
pursued our voyage, and continued rowing till 
seven in the evening, wlien we brought to, liaving 
passed three small villages in tlie way, onaiof wliich 
was surrounded by thick groves of plantain trees^- 
At this place we spent a very comfortless night ; 
it is a pait of the river remarkable for being* in¬ 
fested by mosquitoes of an unusual size, and ve¬ 
nomous beyond wliat I ever felt in any otlier 
country. Two pair of thick stockings were insuf¬ 
ficient to defend ray legs from their attacks. When 
in bed the curtains afforded some protection, but 
the servants, and even the boatmen, got no rest 
all night. A kind of reed that grows on the bank, 
breeds and harbours these insects in the utmost 
abundance. Fortunately, the colony does not ex¬ 
tend many miles. A war boat that rows quick can 
escape them; but a heavy vessel must lie for one 
tide within their action* 

On the first of June, at daybreak, we left Pan- 
lang, and stopped about nine o’clock at a hamlet 
on the right, where we saw a few gardens, and 
sevei^il travellers passing along a roiid at some 
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dwtance on the plain. The river here contracts 
greatly, and docs not appear to be more than two 
hundred yiirds across. Our people having taken 
refi’eshment, we continued our voyage. After 
leaving Pacilang, the influence of the tide becomes 
much weaker, and the water during the ebb is fresh. 
Our progi'ess was but slow, having neither wiijd 
nor stream to befriend us. - In three hours we 
reached Kettoree-Rna, or Parrocyiet village; and 
in two hours more came to Yaugain-Cliain-Yah. 
Here we entered tlie gi'eat river, and stopped for 
the night, our boats being fastened with hawsers 
to the hank. The com'se of tlie stream was near¬ 
ly north and south, and about a mile wide. 

Next morning, at tlie dawn of day, we pushed 
off ; and#t one o’clock j<jined the Maywoon, who, 
with his suite, and a vast concourse of boats, was 
waiting our anival. He sent a polite message with 
a present of some milk, fine rice, and fniit. Heavy 
rains falling, wo remaii^d here all day. The banks 
were steep, and tliere was nothing to attract no¬ 
tice. At a distance on the opposite shore we 
could perceive the temple of Denoobew. 

At eight o’clock in the morning of the 3d of 
June, the whole fleet got under weigh. Being 
now in the great river, and no longer sheltered by 
higli and close hanks, we spread our canvas, and, 
favoured by a strong southerly wind, sailed against 
the stream. At nine we passed Denoobew, an 
extensive town, ornamented with a lofty temple, 
resembling Shoedagon in form, but of smaller size. 
The adjacent iiehls appeared cultivated. Several 
large mercantile boats were lying here, and more 
at a small village on the opposite side. The nver 
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was still low ; the rains, although set m, had not 
yet materiallv aiFected it. We passed, in the 
course of our day’s joumey, many islands of sand 
formed by dilFerent streams of the river in the dry 
season, but which are enlirely covered when the 
waters swell. On some of these islands there are 
trees and verdure. We loft tlie towns of Segiih- 
ghee on the ejist, and Summeingtoh on the west. 
Our journey this day was very delightful. The 
weather turned out line, and the wind was so fa- 
vonral)le, that tliough the stream was strong, we 
passed the banks at the rate of three miles an 
hour. There were not less than a himdred sail of 
boats of different sorts in company, anil the whole 
was a clieerful and pleasing sight. The Maywoon 
being considered as commodore of th&. fleet, his 
movements regulated the rest. We stopped at 
sunset neai’ the town of Yeoungbenzah, where I 
missed the Sere*dogee of Pegue, who seldom failed 
making an evening Visit to (bink tea, and ask 
questions about England. Ba!)a-Sbeen told me, 
that he waa left behind jit the head of the Ran¬ 
goon river, where he was bargaining for another 
boat, his oum being rather crazy, and so deeply 
laden with merchandise tliat he durat not venture 
it on the gi'eat river. 

W^e left Yeoungbenzah at day-hreak, and passed 
in our course sevend islands of sand. In one 
place we perceived the roots and stump o^ a tree 
growing close to the waters edge, under a high 
banli, about fourteen feet beneath the smface of 
the soil. This singular appeamnee is to be ac¬ 
counted for by supposing, that where the hank waa 
now raised, there had foimerly been a sand level 
wkh the ^vater, on wliich a tree took root, and 
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had been covered by annual accumiiltttionB fhmi 
tbe river during the season of inundation. It is 
probable that the tall reeds and coarSe grass, which 
every year rot and incorporate with the sand of 
the river, form the fine soil of the plains :—thus 
aquatic exuvise are to be discovered every where 
deep in the eai'tli. llie stream, however, washes 
away on one side as much as it deposits on the 
other; and, as is the case with all rivers flowing 
through cliampaign countries, is Continually chang¬ 
ing its channel. In the moiniug we passed Tayk- 
yatt, a long and straggling town on the west side; 
also Terriato, or Mango village—small, but beau¬ 
tifully situated on a high commanding bank that 
overlooks the country on the opposite side to a 
great distance. It is suiTounded by groves of 
mango trees,* from which it takes the name. Taam- 
booterra, on the same side, is a long town. I'he 
country, in this journey, did not appear so well in¬ 
habited as that we passed through the day before. 
At half past four we *came to, for the night, - at 
Kioumzeik, or Convent Staii's. A long sand inter¬ 
vened between us and the town. At this season 
the convex side of the windings of the river always 
terminates in a level sand. Two temples, not 
large, but gilded on the outside from top to bot¬ 
tom, made a very brilliant appearance. Tliere 
were here many monasteries, and the Rliabaans 
belonging to them were strolling up and down the 
banks, as curiosity led them. Near the river side 
were some fields planted with indigo, which throve 
in full luxuriance, and was nearly ripe—the natives 
prepare it without any skill. A large quantity of 
jthe weed was steeping in an old boat sunk m tlie 
river, which was substituted in the room of a v^. 
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They do not take the trouble, or perhaps do not 
know how, to purify and reduce it to liard refined 
consistence, l/ut are satisfied with it in a liquid 
state. They use it to colour a coarse kiod of cot- 
ton cloth, which is mant^actured here in great 
quantities. The indigo is very cheap, and doubt¬ 
less might, by proper management, be cultivated 
in'this country to tlie highest advantage. 

The town of Kioumzeik is well built, and seems 
to be in a state oV improvement. There are seve¬ 
ral interruptions in it, caused by water-com*ses, 
over whieli good wooden bridges are built. Tiie 
manufacture of cotton cloth is the source of its 
prosperity. A town called Henzadab, near to 
Kioumzeik, is of much greater antiquity. Nu** 
merous cnrtroads and pathways evince ^at there 
is an extensive communication maintained witli the 
interior country; but we saw little cultivation of 
grain, and only a few gardens. Buffaloes «'and 
other cattle were grazing in large herds on the 
neighbouring plain. ' 

On the next day, June 5th, we put off at the 
first dawn, and passed, in the course of our jour¬ 
ney, several small villages, none of which pre¬ 
sented any thing worth notice. Sekayebeeim, on 
the east, was the most considerable. The bank 
on one sfdc was high, and the sands extensive on 
the other. The course of the river runs deep be¬ 
neath an overhanging bank, at a sluggish rate, not 
exceeding a mile in the hour. The southerly wind 
was not so strong as usual, and the temperature of 
the air had become much hotter. The thermome¬ 
ter, which on the preceding day stood at 78°, on 
this vqse to 86°; but still the heat was not oppres-., 
sive. We brought to, in the afternoon, south of a 
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town called Ackeo. The evening was cloudy, and 
thi’eatened a thunder stomi. A ^loiig and low 
strand lay between the boats and the town. I did 
not go on shore. Dr Buchanan, however, ven¬ 
tured, and met with nothing to repay tlie trouble 
he took in travel-sing a plain of heavy sand. 

We set oft’ the following morning at the usual 
hour, and saw a few villages, but none remarkable- 
One on the east bank was situated in a large gar¬ 
den of plantain trees. At noon our boatmen 
tracked the boats along the sands, and thus made 
greater progress than they could either by rowing 
or setting with poles. Notwithstanding the gene¬ 
ral name of the river is Irrawaddy, I loai-ned that 
dift’orent parts of it are distinguislied by ditferrnt 
appellatij^ns, taken froiy places of note on its 
banks—as t)iough we should call the Thames, at 
appropriate places, the Gravesend riv(‘r, tlje Lon¬ 
don \iver, &c. At two o’clock the sky lowered, 
and black clouds in thg north-west quai*ter threat¬ 
ened one of those violent gusts which are fi-equent 
at this season. The Ledeegee, of his own accord, 
brought to on the west side, under the shelter of 
an high bank. As soon as the boat was made fast, 
the Doctor and I clambered up the steep. The 
country round was covered with reeds as tall as a 
man’s heath There werj many pathways leading 
through them; but we were dissuaded by the Bii*- 
mans from entering, for fear of tigers, which are 
numerous here, and particularly frequent that kind 
of cover. The storm broke before it reached us; 
and, after a delay of two hours, we set sail with 
a soutlierly wind. Passing a large village on the 
west, the Serce told me it was named Shwayev 
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gaiin, and that the inhabitants sometimes, dunng 
the rainy seasovi, found gold dust in the sand of 
the river, which is washed down by the periodiral 
rains. A town nearly opposite, on the east side, 
is called Sabbaymeoum. It was eight o’clock in 
the evening when we stopped close to the town of 
Gnapeezeik. Gnapee, or Napce, a sort of sprat, 
half pickled anu half putrid, has already been de¬ 
scribed as a favourite and universal sauce used by 
the Birmans to give a relish to their rice, Zeik 
signifies a landing-place; whence we concluded 
that this town is an emporium for that commodity, 
wliich, in itself, forms an extensive branch of trafiic. 

Early in the morning we left Gnapee, and had 
to contend against a strong cuiTcnt, with very little 
assistance from the wind.* The western Lank was 
planted with pipal and mango trees. Yeagaim, on 
the right, and Kanounglay, or little Kanonng, on 
the left, were tlie most remarkable places. Near 
the latter we saw several pkmtations of fruit-trees, 
the mango, plantain, ja^'k-fi-uit, and custard apple. 
Tlie fields near it were regularly laid down, and 
well fenced. Many boats, some of them of a 
lai'ge size, were building on the banks, and the 
general aspect of things denoted peace and plenty. 
A little time brought us to Kanoungghe, or Great 
Kanoung, a long town, with a good quay, and 
well constructed wooden stall's, consisting of one 
hundred steps, descending to the waters edg>« 
The population of tliis part of the country must 
be considerable. In getting round a bluff point 
we found much difficulty, owing to the rapidity 
of t[ie current. The fleet was, in consequence, 
widely scattered, some surmounting the streaur 
with* more ease than others: the wind was but 
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fwnty fund the weather exceedingly sultry. At 
two oVlock the thermometer rose, to 94®. Our 
boatmen being harassed, 1 brought to early in the 
evening, under a pleasant bank—the Maywooii 
had got far a-head. Before tea I walked out with 
my gun, but had no succ^ess, seeing only a few 
quails and some wild pigeons. The country was 
tolerably well cleared; and, though there was not 
much cultivation, it seemed in ^ state of prepara¬ 
tion for the husbandman. 

Our progress on the following day was more 
ex]>editious. We soon reached the neighbourhood 
of Meyahoun, formerly Loonzay, rendered memo¬ 
rable in the wars between the Birr^ans and Peguenj. 
It is a very ancient city, stretching two miles along 
the mar^n of the river. Houses in cities or in 
villages differ very little; but this town was dis¬ 
tinguished by numerous gilded temples, and spa- 
ciods convents. A great variety of tall wide-spread¬ 
ing trees gave the pl^e an air of venerable gran¬ 
deur ; and under the shade of these, several Rha- 
haans were luxuriously reposing. We saw not 
less than two hundred large boats at the different 
quays, which, on an average, might be reckoned 
each at sixty tons hurtlien, all provided with good 
roofs, and masted after the country manner, ll^ey 
seemed mucli better constructed than the unwieldy 
wullocks * of Bengal. I wa^ informed, that the 
neighbomliood of Meyahoun is uncommonly fruit¬ 
ful ill rice, and that a large quantity is exported 
annually to the capital. Here also wei’e capacious 
granaries belonging to the king, built of wood, and 
covered with thatch. These ai*e always kept §lled 
•with grain ready to be transported to any part of 

* A licavy boat used on the river Ganges. 
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the empire in whidi tlierc happens to bo ft scar-' 
city; a inisfortpne that Bometimes occura to the 
higher provinces, wlicrc tlie annual rains are nei¬ 
ther RO certain nor so copious as in the southern 
districts. This wise and humane institutimi strong¬ 
ly evinces the solicitude of the monarch for the 
welfare of his people. Leaving Meyahoun, wo 
passed Pasheem, vvhence a nullah, or water-course, 
leads to the south-west; also Kiaiiggain. At both 
these places there were a number of trading boats. 
At half past two o'clock we were assailed by a vio¬ 
lent north-west gust of wind, that, acting with the 
current, drove us back nearly two miles before we 
could reach tlie §horc. The river here was more 
than a mile wide, although it had not yet attained 
its full monsoon height. .At four we again got 
under way, and saw, on the east side, Tiiroup- 
miou, or Chinese Town. During our journey this 
day we plainly discerned the Aiioupectoumiou^ or 
gi'eat western hills that di>$ide this country from 
Arracan. The particular mountains in sight, the 
boatmen said, were named Taungzo. The dis¬ 
tricts we passed through this day were exceeding¬ 
ly populous, and in most parts cultivated. We 
brought to late in the evening, under a steep bank, 
near the inconsiderable village of Tzeezau. 

We left, before daylight, a very uncomfortable 
situation. The night w^as sultry, and the high 
bank that hung over us prevented a free circula¬ 
tion of air. Added to this, wo were annoyed by 
myi'iads of stinking insects that issued from the 
reeds and coarse grass. The pleasantness of the 
day, compensated for the inconveniences of the 
night. As we advanced, the western range of hills* 
closed upon tlie river, and in some places display- 
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cmI very beautiful scenery. Approaching the town 
of Peeing-ghee, on the west side, the rocky banks 
rose abruptly to the height of two^or tliree hun¬ 
dred feet, the sides of which were richly clothed 
with hanging trees of Vjiriegated foliage. The con¬ 
finement of the water in this place increased its 
rapidity, and I could not but athnirc the exertions 
made by the boatmen in stemming so violent a 
stream. Oars were useless, and the perpemlicular 
banka afforded no footpath to track. It therefore 
became necessary to impel the boat foiward by 
bamboo poles, a labour at whi(di the Biniians are 
uncommonly expert. When the pole is firm in 
the ground, they place the top of it against the 
muscles of the shoulder, just above'the collai'-boue; 
then, tailing that shouliler, and bending forward, 
they bring the whole weight of the body to bear 
upon the end of the pole- In tliis manner they 
traverse the platform from stem to stcni, following 
each other in quick successidn on both sides of the 
boat, having small thwart bamboos fastened on the 
platform, a yard asimder, to prevent tjjpir feet from 
slipping. Owing to this mode of fixing the end of 
the pole against the muscles that reach from the 
back of the neck to the shoulder, a callosity is 
formed, and a Birman boatman always appears to 
be high shouldered. I could not discover why 
they preferred that method to the more obvious 
and easy one of pushing with the flat of the shoul¬ 
der; they, however, perfoimcd what I am per- 
Buacled none but Birmans could effect. We were 
an hour in passing tlie extreme force of the cur¬ 
rent, which did not exceed four hundred yards. 

The town of Peeing-ghce, and that of Sahtah- 
dan^ a little above it, export a great part of. the 
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teak timber that is earned to Rangoon. The fo^ 
rests extend along on the western mountains, and 
were in sight fi*om tiio boats. The trees are felled 
in the dry season, and, when the monsoon seta in, 
are home by the toiTcnts to these towns. There 
was a ship on the stocks close to Peeing-ghee, of 
400 tons burthen. A Mussulman merchant from 
Surat, out of economy, chose this place for build¬ 
ing at, in preference to Rangoon. He meant, as 
soon as the hull should be finished, to float it 
down the stream. I was told that there was a 
good deal of hazard in the navigation, the distance 
of which, including the Avindings of the river, pro¬ 
bably exceeds 150 miles ; but he calculated the 
ilifference of expense to be adequate to the risk. 
This adventm’er fumishqd a proof of tfie confi¬ 
dence that might be placed in the Birman govern¬ 
ment, and the security that a stranger has for his 
property. The teak tree, although it will grow 
on the plains, is a native olf the mountains. The 
forests, like most of the woody and imcultivated 
paits of Indifg extremely pestiferous. An in¬ 
habitant of the champaign country considers a jour¬ 
ney thither as going to inevitable destmetion. The 
wood-cutters are a paiticular class of men, bom 
ami bred in the hills; but even they are said to bo 
unhealthy, and sc'ldom attain longevity. 

The difliculty of tliis day’s journey had dispers¬ 
ed the fleet; the lightest and best manned boats 
of course got a-head of the rest, and several ^/ere 
obliged to join tlieir crews, and caiTy up each ves¬ 
sel singly by their united strength. Half a mile 
above Sahlahdan I overtook the Maywoon, who 
had ’arrived some time before me, and was waiting 
for us* The boatmen being greatly harassed, he 
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recommended us to pfiss the night here^ In the 
evening we took a walk together. The Maywoon 
was attended by eight or ten servaifts arnaMsd witli 
spears and ninskets. We both fired at game with- 
ont success. The Ilirnijms, even the common boat¬ 
men, are fond of fowling to a degi*ee of childish 
delight; rather than not shoot, they will fire at 
spaiTowH. I never was more importuned than by 
them for shot, which they do not know how to 
fabricate. No schoolboy could *be more pleased 
than the I-#odeegee of my l)oat, when I one even¬ 
ing lent him a gun to shoot wild pigeons. In this, 
as well as many other particulars, their disposition 
is strikingly contrasted with the hahits ot apathy 
and indolence that characterize the natives of Asia 
in genen^l. My compaiuons, Dr Buchanan and 
Mr Wood, not joining the party before dark, I 
expressed niy apprehensions about them to the 
Maywoon, who was so good as to despatch a war- 
boat to their sissistance. The Doctor came about 
ten o’clock, but Mr Wood’s people being quite ex¬ 
hausted, he was obliged to stop three miles short 
of us, and the baggage-boat did not amve at aU. 
A little after midnight I was awakened to receive 
tlie unpleasant intelligence that she was wrecked. 
The boatmen, it secuns, had nearly surmounted the 
difficult passage below Peeing-ghee, when, either 
from a remission of their efforts, or a more impe¬ 
tuous gush of water than usual, the boat suddenly 
got stem-way, and when once she lost ground 
there was no recovering it. The boatmen resign¬ 
ed her to the cuiTent, which swept her back with 
irresistible violence. Fortunately she set towards 
•the side, where a landing was practicable, *nn^l, 
taking the ground on a rocky bottom, she bulged, 
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and filled with water. The people got on aliore 
safe, and it was expected that most of the articles 
on huai^ would he recovered; but such as were 
liable to injuiy from the water were iiTctrievahly 
spoiled. t 

Eaiiy the next morning, June 10th, Mr Wood 
joined company) and the Maywoon sent an officer 
to Peeing-ghte, with directions to procure a pro¬ 
per conveyance for my people, and render them 
every possible assistance; he likewise intimated 
to me his desii'e to remain three or four days at 
Meayday, a town and <listrict two days journey 
noitli of Pi’omo, Avhich he holds in jaghire by a 
grant from the king. This intention was far from 
being disagreeable to me or to any of the party, as 
our boatmen ^vere fatigued, and the sei'^ants and 
the guard required a short time to adjust their 
conveniences for the remainder of the voyage. 

The country contiguous to the river, in'* this 
day’s journey, was pleasingly diversified with hill 
and valley, and with spots of cleared ground and 
hanging woods. The range of mountains retired 
in a westerly direction as wq advaTicwl to the 
north, hut smaller hills still skirted the river. We 
sailed before a fine southerly breeze, and enjoyed 
a climate far more temperate than I ever experi¬ 
enced in Hindostan at the same season of the year. 

We left, a-stem on the west, Podang-mew, a 
large and populous city; on the light, Shwaye- 
do-mew w'as the most important town. Aoout 
noon v/e stopped to avoid a squall from the north-' 
west. In the evening, my boat being a-head, I 
reached the city of Peeaye-mew, or I^’ome, on the 
east siile. .The otlier gentlemen did not cross the 
"ivei* till next morning. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

• • 

DESCniPTION OF PROME—SURPRISE EXCITED BY 
AN EUROPEAN—PROME SOMETIMES CALLED 

TERREKETTEUEE-OIUCIN OF THE NAME- 

SINGULAR ANALOGY-VILl^AGE OF POUOO- 

D ANG TEMPLE ZEE-A IN K A MM A NE- 

OUNGBENZEIK-GALE OF WIND—YEOUNGBEN- 

ZEIK-SIRRIAPMEW-TREES-SOIL-MEEA- 

DAY —HOUSE ERECTED FOR THE ENGLISH 

AGENT-MODE OF STRUCTIJRE-BIRMANS 

PUNCTILIOUS IN WHATEVER RELATES TO 

RANK-*—TOWN OF MEEADAY-INDULGENCE 

TO STRANGERS—CULTIVATION-INVITED BY 

THE MAYWOON TO VISIT HIS GARDENS-RE¬ 
MARKS— MEET A CARAVAN-CURIOUS STONE 

-NUMEROUS VISITANTS—LEAVE MEEADAY 

-PASS MEEALSAH-GAIM-REACH LONGHEE 

-VISIT A KIOUM-TRADITION RESPECTING 

LONGHEE-ROMANTIC SCENERY—TIGERS NU¬ 
MEROUS-CATTLE-SOIL-PRODUCE-EX¬ 
CURSION OF THE PORTUGUESE PANTCHOO- 

TANGHO-A FORT AND CITY OF IMPORTANCE 

-BEETLE NUT—KAYNS, OR MOUNTAINEERS 

-SHAWBUNDER ARRIVES—HIS WHIMSICAL 

APPEARANCE, 

Prompted by curiosity to view a place so re¬ 
nowned as Promo is in Birman history, for having 
been tlie scene of many long sieges and hlopdy 
eonflicts, as soon as my boat was made fast 1 has» 
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tened on shore, and a short way from the bank 
entered a long strait street, in which I walked for 
near a mile. ^Tlie Imildings were not remarkable; 
but, though I saw little to notice, 1 found that I 
was myself an object of universal worder. An. 
English officer, dressed in uniform, was a pheno¬ 
menon perhaps never before seen in this part of 
tlie world. My attendants also created no little 
surprise. The dogs, numbers of which infested 
the streets, set up* a horrid harking; the men gap¬ 
ed, the children followed me, and the women, as 
usual, express(*d their astonishment by loud laugh¬ 
ter and clapping their hands ; yet not the least in¬ 
dication of contempt was manifested, nor any thing 
<lone that could be constmed into an intention to 
offend. WTiiclievcr way,I turned, tlie srowd re¬ 
spectfully opened, and the most forward were re¬ 
strained by others. The notice I took of a little 
girl, who was alarmed at our appearance, seemed 
to be very gratifying to the parents, and the mo¬ 
ther, encouraging her child, brought her close to 
me. Had 1 enter(‘d a hoiise, I have no doubt but 
the owners would have offered me the best it con¬ 
tained. Kindness to strangers is equally the pre¬ 
cept and the practice of Birmans. 

At the upper end of the present city are to be 
seen the ruins of the ancient fort of Prome. It 
liad been a small pentagon, built of brick, and, 
from its situation, must have been very strong. 
The modem fort is nothing more than a palisaded 
enclosure, witli earth thrown up behind it. Low 
lulls on the eastern side approach the town, in 
wliich tlu^ rains have formed channels down to the 
riven*, tJiat arc crossed by wooden bridges. I pass¬ 
ed some stone-cutters’ vards, where artificers were 
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manufacturing flags for pavements^ and RlaKs*and 
vases for the use of temples, out of a fine free¬ 
stone whicli is found in that neiglib<lurhood. Ad¬ 
jacent to the town there is a royal menagerie of 
elepliants^ consisting pf two rows of lofty well- 
built stables, in whicli these animals ai'e lodged 
during the rains. I saw some that had been late¬ 
ly caught, iimler the discipline necessary to render 
them docile. 

The city of Prome, and the province in which 
it stands, are the jaghire, or estate of the second 
son of the king; they like^vise give him his title. 
Prome is sometimes called Tcrreketteree, or sin¬ 
gle skin; and the Birmans have an old legendary 
tale respecting the origin of this •name-. It is re¬ 
lated, tbj-t a favourite female slave of Tutebong- 
mangce, or the mighty sovereign with three eyes, 
importuned her lord for a gift of some ground; 
and* being asked of what extent, replied in similar 
terms with the crafty and •amorous Elisa, wlien 
she projected the site of ancient Carthage. Her 
request was gi*anted, and she used the same arti¬ 
fice. The resemblance of the stories is curious. 

I had not leisure to go through the wholetif the 
town, but was informed that it contained more in¬ 
habitants than Rangoon, and had a better supplied 
market. The Seree told me, that the ruins of a 
large fort and city, much surpassing the present, 
stood about a league eastward of the town. The 
lateness of the hour, however, prevented me from 
continuing my researches. 

We depailed from Prome at an early hour on 
the 11th of June, and sailed before a strong south- 
,erly gale, till we came to Pouoodang, a smaH vil¬ 
lage huilt on the western l^ank of the river. A 
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of a conical form, risCB abruptlyr bcliinil 
it, oil tlio to]) of wliich there is a temple of pccii- 
liiu- sanctity, heaving once been the aboileof (niad- 
ina. The impression made by the foot of the <li- 
viuitv is shown indented on a slab of marble. The 
Maywoon had gone before us to perform his «le- 
votions at this place of worship. The liill seemed 
ditli(‘ult of ascent. Several of our people went 
up ; but the day being wet and stormy, I declin- 
e*l tlie uiKh3rtaking. We aftecwards made head 
against a violent current, by tlie aid of a teinpes- 
tuuus wind. There was, for a long way, little 
improvement close to the liver. Obscure ham¬ 
lets, at distant intervals, just served to show that 
the country wa^ not without inhabitants. Zeeain, 
on the west, appeared a pi-etty village. ^ Towards 
evening we reached Kammah, on the east side. It 
is the chief town of a district that hears the same 
name, and makes large exports of teak tiinhei* for 
the Rangoon market.^ Wc did not stop here, hut 
continued our course as far as Neoungbenzeik, 
where wc arrived too late to make many observa¬ 
tions. Tills also is a town of some respectability. 
We were here on a lee shore, under a high and 
rocky bank. The Mayw^oon, not liking the ap- 
]iearancc of the weather, and thinking it unsafe to 
remain in such a situation all niglit, ordered the 
boatmen to row across to a long sand, where w'c 
miglit be secure from dangt^r in the event of a 
storm. Nor was this precaution ill timed; for a- 
bout midnight it blew a huiricane. We, however, 
ran no risk ; our boats touched the soft sand, and 
were moored by strong liawsers, ivacliing from the 
steifi and stern to the shore. Mr Wood and Dv 
ikic}ianan, who had not come up, found shelter in 
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a creek, where tliey passed the night. As soon 
as tlie storm commenced, the Maywooii detached 
a war-boat to their assistance. ^ 

Our associates joined the fleet betimes in tlie 
morning, •and we sailed immediately. Our journey 
this day was disagreeable, from the violence of the 
southerly wind, wliicli, meeting the stream, caused 
a heavy sw(il. .The boats pitched deep, and were 
veiy uneasy. We passed a small village on the 
left bank, whence, I was told, a road leads tbrough 
the mountains to Anacan, Yeuungbenzeik, or In¬ 
dian fig-tree stab's, on the east side, is a fine vil¬ 
lage, situated in a romantic country ; so also is Pe- 
lofi, a place remarkable for boat-building; and 
Samban, famed for its iron manufactory. At a 
])a]'ticuliir part, the rivej w^as drvided into two dis¬ 
tinct branches, separated by a sand. Each branch 
we judged to be a mile wide ; and when the water 
risG*8 so as to overflow the sands, the breadth can¬ 
not be less than foui^ miles from bank to bank. 
Eveiy village we saw was ornamented with one 
or more small temples. In the evening w^c brought 
to, at a town called Sirriapmew. The countiy 
ai'ound was pleasingly diversified with swelling 
grounds covered with stately trees, particularly 
wdth the tamai'iiid and mango. Dr Buchanan mea¬ 
sured one of the latter, and found it, at the height 
of his shoulder from the ground, twelve feet in 
circumference. Some of the taniarmd and pipal 
trees seemed still larger. Many of the rising 
gi-ounds were planted with indigo ; but the natives 
sufler the hills, for the most part, to remain uncul¬ 
tivated, and only plough the rich levels. They 
everywhere burn the mnk grass once a yeai' lo bn- 
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prove the pasture. We saw many people at la* 
hour. Tlie ro| 1 is a fine mould, and would pro¬ 
duce abundant crops in proper hands. But the 
Birmans will not take much pains; they leave half 
the work to Nature, which has been very'bountiful 
to them. Their thii'st for conquest does not seem 
to have enriched their countiy. 

In the morning, when we left Sirriapmew, the, 
wind blftAV as usuql from the southw'ard with gi'oat 
violence. At noon we reached Meca<lay, the, per¬ 
sonal estate of the MayAvoon of Pej^Tie, who is of- 
tener called, from this place, Meeaday Praw, or 
Lord of Meeatlay, than by his vice-royal titles. 
Hero, in complijince with the wishes of the May- 
woon, we proposed staying a few days. 

It is a mai’k of I'hspect, 'ind a distinctioii of rank, 
for a person journeying on the water to have houses 
built for his accommodation on the banks, at the 
places where he means to stop. When the king 
goes on the river, or travels by land, buildings of 
the royal order of architecture are erected Avhere- 
evor he is to halt. In the manner of constnicting 
houses, wdiether temporary or lasting, strict obser< 
vance is paid to the fonn, which is indicative of 
the lujik of the occupant; nor dare any subject as¬ 
sume a mode of structure to which he is not legal¬ 
ly entitled. The distinction consists chiefly in the 
number of stages of which the roof is composed. 
The subordination of rank is maintained and mark¬ 
ed by the Birmans with the must tenacious strict¬ 
ness ; and not only houses, but even domestic im¬ 
plements, such as the hettle box, water flaggon, 
drinl^iiig cup, and horse furniture, all express and 
iTianifest, by shape and quality, the precise station 
of the owner. Nor can one person intrude upon 
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the rights of another, under penalty of incuii'ing a 
most severe punishment, which is yever remitted. 
Tlie Mayvvoon had obligingly given directions to 
have a house constructed on the bank for us, of 
the ordef appertainii% to nobility, but of what 
pai'ticular class 1 couhi not easily ascertain ; and I. 
refrained from minute inquiries, as it might appear 
fastidious, and give an unfavourable impression io 
those whom it w'as my inclinatipn to conciliate. 

The mateiials of winch these houses are made 
arc always easy to be procuretl; and the structure 
is so simple, tliat a spacious, and by no means un¬ 
comfortable dwelling, suited to the climate, may 
he erected in one day. Our habitation, consisting 
of three smjiil rooms, and a hall open to the north, 
in little ffiore than four4iour8 was in readiness for 
our reception. Fifty or sixty labourers completed 
it in that time, and, on emergency, could perform 
the work in much less. Bainhoos, gi^ass for thatch¬ 
ing, and tlie ground rattan, are all the mateiials 
requisite. Not a nail is used in the whole edifice. 
A row of strong bamboos, from eiglit to ten feet 
high, are fixed firm in the ground, whicli describe 
the outline, and are the supporters of the building. 
Smaller bamboos are then tied horizontjiily l>y 
stripes of the ground rattan, to these upright posts. 
The walls, composed of bamboo mats, ai'e fastened 
to the sides, with similar ligatures. Bamboo rafters 
are quickly raised, and a roof formed, over which 
thatch is spread in regular* layers, and bonnd to 
the roof by filaments of rattan. A floor of bam- 
doo gi*ating is next laid in tlie inside, elevated tu^o 
or three feet above the ground. Tliis gi’ating is.siq)- 
*poiled on bamboos, tmd covered with mats art<l 
cai’pets. Thus ends the process, which is notVicio 
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simple tlian effectucil. When the workmen take 
pmns, a house of this sort is proof ap^ainst very in¬ 
clement weather. W'e experienced, during our 
stay at Meeaday, a severe storm of wind and rain; 
but no water penetrated, not thatch escaped. And 
if the tempest shoidd blow down the house, the 
inhabitants would mn 710 risk of having tlieir brains 
knocked out, or their hones hrtdven; the fall of 
the whole fabric would not crush a lady's lap-dog. 

Having got possession of our dwelling, INJr 
Wood, Dr 13uc]ianan, and myself, took a walk 
to view the town and atljacent country. Our boats 
had brought to at the southeim extremity of Meea- 
<lay. It is a pla'*e of no great magnitude, but ex¬ 
tremely neat. There are two principal streets, and 
at the noith end of the present town ai'e Vo be seen 
the mins of a brick fort, which, like all other forts 
of masonry in the Birman empire, is in a state of 
dilapidation. At a short distance' thei'e is a [deasant 
river which flows througli fertile plain aftording 
some rich pasture-ground, and interspersed with 
phmtatioTis of tobacco. On the south and south¬ 
east sides, the town is inclosed by a eleep ravine, 
the banks of which are cut perpendicular ; and 
the remains of an old brick wall w'cre discoverable, 
w'hich was probably a defence to the former sub¬ 
urb. We observed many small temples and con¬ 
vents apart from the town, situateil in groves of 
mango, tamarind, and pijial trees of uncominou 
stateliness and beauty. Tlie Maywooii had a re¬ 
sidence here; also a pleasure house and bettle gar¬ 
den at some distance. Notwithstanding his man¬ 
ners were still very formal, and evidently desirous 
of little personal intercourse, he continued invari¬ 
ably attentive, and daily sent me such presents as 
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he thought would bo acceptable, such as fruit *ii6h, 
and milk. Although it is sinful, according to tb»^ 
Binnau tenets, to df'prive any beiitg of life, to sn- 
tisfy a carnivorous appetite, yet the iiihabitauts do 
not scmplc to kill gsyne of all kinds, and abstain 
only from domestic animals. Even in this they 
often relax, and always grant a most liberal indul¬ 
gence to sti*anpjirs. I was allowed to s<ind i»\y 
I’ortugiiese eervarft to the noiglibounng villages to 
]mrchase fowls, which wo got vtflry good, and some¬ 
times were able to procure kids. The Birman 
fanners do not breed slicep, goats ^nng so mucli 
inortj milk. It was privately intimated to me, that 
tliere would be no crime if a servant of mine should 
shoot a fat bullock when he met one; that it would 
be ascrilied to accideu^ and I might make repara¬ 
tion to the* owner, who W'ould think himself amply 
recoin|iensed for his loss by two tai'kles, about six 
slii^lings; and the beast being dead, there could 
be no sin in eating ^it; bht that a public sanc¬ 
tion could not previously be given to slaugbler 
one. I declined supplying our table by tins eva¬ 
sive logic, and prefen-ed the want of beef to the 
risk of giving offence, and wounding the ft’olings 
of people who omitted no opportunity to inanii’est 
towards ns hospitality and kindness. 

North of the town, about a mile, there is a good 
deal of cultivation, chiefly of rice ; the fields were 
well laid down, and fenced. This »piarter is beauti¬ 
fully wooded, and diversified with rising gi*ounds. 
Wc! observed many cartroads and pathways load¬ 
ing into the country in various directions. The 
soil is composed of clay and saml, aiul in some 
• jdaces is very stony, particuhuiy tu'ar the *riv^*r. 
Early on the l lth, the Maywoon politely sent us 
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an inyitation to accompany him on the same even¬ 
ing to his garden-house. I was not well, and ex¬ 
cused myself." Mr Wood was otherwise engaged, 
but the Doctor undertook to represent us. The 
Maywoon supplied liitn witli a horse f('r his con¬ 
veyance, and rode himself. They crossed the small 
river before mentioned, an<l traversed a country 
paitly cultivat**d, and partly wooded. Tlie road 
was indifferent, and led throilgti two very neat 
villages. They als6 passed several straggling houses, 
which, considered as country cottages, were ex¬ 
tremely comfortable. In their way they saw a ca¬ 
ravan of waggons, which liad come from a great 
distance, loaded with goods of different sorts for 
traffic- The inhabitants in many places were em¬ 
ployed in clearing the gi'ound, and burning the 
long grass and brushwood. On arriving at the 
garden, about five miles distant, tlie Maywoon and 
his company, among whom the Doctor was the 
most distinguished, were regaled with tea and 
sweetmeats, and retmned late in the evening near¬ 
ly by the same road. 

In the course of our walks, not the least curious 
object that presented itself was a flat stone, of a 
coarse grey granite, laid horizontally on a pedestal 
of maaoniy, six feet in length, awl three wide, 
protected from the weather by a wooden shod. 
This stone, like that at Pouoodang, was said to 
bear the genuine print of the foot of Guadma; 
and we were informed, that a similiu* impressic a is 
to be seen on a large rock situated between two 
hills, one day's journey west of Memboo. On the 
plane of the foot upwards of one hundred emble¬ 
matical figures are engraven in separate compart-, 
ments. Two convoluted serpents arc pressed be- 
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neath the heel, and live conch shells, with involu¬ 
tions to the right, form the toes. It was explain- 
e<i to me as a type of the creationf and was held 
in profound reverence. There is said to be a simi¬ 
lar i]iipre.vjion on a rocjc * on Adam's Peak, in the 
island of Ceylon. And it is traditionally believed, 
both by the llirmans, the Siamese, and the Cin¬ 
galese, that Ciuadma, or Boodh, placed one foot 
on the continent, and tlie other on the island of 
Ceylon. The n(*ighhonring Klifthaans had no ob¬ 
jection to my painter’s taking a copy of it, a task 
that he performed witli gi*eat exactness. 

On our return, wc met a eaiuvan of waggons 
trammelling from the sonthem country towards the 
capita], eighteen in number. These vehicles were 
well eon»jructed, and more commodious and neat 
than the clumsy ga^nies or caits of India. Each 
waggon was drawn by six bullocks, and several 
8pai« ones followed, to supply the place of any 
that might fall sick o^ lame. A good tilted roof 
of bamboo, covered with pmnted cloth, threw off 
the rain. They contained not only merchandise, 
but also entire families, the wives, children, mon- 
Ides, cats, paiToquets, and all the worldly substance 
of the waggoner. Each bullock had a bell under 
his tliroat. The wheels not being greased, a hor-» 
rid noise announced the approach of the caravan 
long before it could be seen. They travel slowly, 
from ten to fifteen miles a day. At night the wag¬ 
gons are disposed in a circle, and form a barrier, 
within which the caiTiers feed their cattle, light 
fires, and (fress their victuals, seeme from the at- 

, * Sec Baldtcus—-also Knox’s Historical Relation of 
Ct’vJon, * 
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tficks of tigers, wYiich much infest tiie less popul¬ 
ous parts of the empire. 

We remain^ at Meeaday until the 22(1 of June. 
During our stay I made short excursions to different 
parts of the country, and found little variation in 
its appearance. It was very beautiful, though but 
half cultivated, and I w\'is every where treated 
wth respect. The news of the mission had reach¬ 
ed the pla(;e before w^^e arrived, and excited a gene¬ 
ral curiosity to see the Boomien of the Colara, or 
the general of the strangera, as they were pleased 
to denominate me. Not only the better class of 
the inhabitants of Meeaday came to visit us, hut 
likewise people of condition from all the to\i>ns 
and villages twenty miles round. I have some¬ 
times received eight or ten different coW^panies in 
a morning. \Mien a party wished to be introduc¬ 
ed, a message was sent to ask permission; which 
being obtained, they entered the room in a croiich- 
ing position, and sat doAvn oji their heels, men and 
women alike. They always brought a gift of some¬ 
thing, wdiatever they supposed might he acceptahh;. 
Tobacco, onions, fine rico, &c. No company pi e- 
sented themselves empty lianded. It would not 
have been respectful; of course their ofterijig’s 
drew from me a suitabl(3 return, such as fillets of 
Indian muslin to the women, and aCossembnzar siik 
handkerchief to the men. Several parties of wo¬ 
men came unaccompanied by their husbands, or any 
of their male fi'iends; and according to the no- 
« tions entertained by them, there w’^as nothing in¬ 
decorous in it. They were unconcious of any thing 
but an innocent desire to gratify curiosity, and 
manifest resp(‘t;t. Women of a better class were 
always accompanied by a train of female attend- 
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anta; and, like the bpx every when*, were nfore 
lively, good liiunoured and inquisitive, than the 
men. • 

' Eai'ly on the 22d of June matters were arranged 
for the ])rosecntion of our voyage, and the fleet was 
in readiness to depart. The articles saved from 
the boat that had been wrecked below Peeing-ghee 
were dried. Our atteiubuits, however, had sufler- 
ed a material loss*; but a serviceable boat had been 
provided for tliem hi lieu of the one that was lost. 
At elevtMi o’clock we pushed oflF, the Maywoon 
leading the van. The day turned out tempestuous 
and gloomy, and the wind blew hrn-d from the 
sov^li. In a short time wo passed Meealsah-gain 
on the W(;st, a large village at the foot of a line 
swelling vended hiwii, oniamented with some neat 
temples. Om- way thrfingh the water was very 
rapid, not less than five miles an hour, and at one 
time, it blew so violently that we wer<^ obliged to 
make for the shore. The ratige of hills, which in 
our course this day flpproached nearest to the 
river, were covered with a bine mist. We p{isse<l 
some villages of no note. The country seemed 
populous, and herds of calthi were gi*azing on the 
banks. About scvim o'clock we brought to for the 
night, on the west side. 

At seven in the morning, after a night of unre¬ 
mitting rain, we left an uncomfoitahle situation, 
and sailed till we came to an extensive island, 
wliich divided the river into two hraiichea. We 
took the eastern side, and, on account of the incle¬ 
mency of the weatlufr, brought to at the lower 
town of Loonghee, opposite the south extremity of 
jhc islaml. The width of the stream between the 

VOL. I. "2 b 9 
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main land and the island is about 500 yards. In the 
afternoon the rain ceased, but the wind continued. 
Dr BuchanaA and I walked to a convent of Rha- 
haans, that seemed to bo of more tlian ordinary 
note. We found it a good building, and, ascend¬ 
ing a flight of steps, took the liberty of entering 
without ceremony. The neatness of the inside 
corresponded with the external apj)(\'irance. A 
number of Gaudmas, richly gilt, and of various 
sizes, were ranged on a bench to n^ceive the adora¬ 
tions of the pious. It w^as the eiglith day of tlie 
moon, which is the Birman sabbath, and several 
persons were sauntering up and down, waiting for 
the hour of prayer. The superior, a man adv^itnc- 
ed in years, was sitting on his elevated seat when 
we went in. He expressed much sui^rise at our 
appearance and dress, but was extremely civil. 
He presented me with a scroll, written with a sty¬ 
lus on a papyinis leaf, which, he said, contained a sa¬ 
cred exhortation, and requested I would preserve it 
in remembrance of Shoedagonga Seredaw, which, it 
seems, "was his title. He asked why the Doctor 
did not wear a scarlet dress like mine ; and being 
informed of his profession, begged a prescription 
for a sore throat, which almost hindered him from 
articulating. The Doctor promised to send him 
a gargle, and we took our leave. 

The infant son of the Maywoon had been un¬ 
well for some time, and bis illness had now increas¬ 
ed to a dangerous height. 'Phe anxious parent 
sent Baba-Sheen to me to intimate bis desire of 
remaining where we were until his child gi'ew bet¬ 
ter, the tempestuousness of th(s weather agitating 
the boat so much that he was afraid it might in¬ 
crease the fever. I.had no scruple in indulging so 
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natural a wish; hut as the spot wo were iA*was 
much exposed, and had many disadvantages, we 
moved to a more commodious situation, nearly two 
miles farther on, opposite the north end of the isl¬ 
and. A war-boat was despatched express to the 
capital to*briiig down •medicine, and a celebrated 
professor of physic. In the mean lime all the phy¬ 
sicians of the country, to the number of twenty, 
were assembled,»to consult and prescilbe for the 
sick infant. , 

Longhee, or Great Cable, takes its name from 
the following circumstance. A curious ligament 
of stone unites a pointed rock, which rises in the 
middle of the stream, with the opposite bank. It 
has the appearance of a petrified cable ; and the 
natives relate, that one hundred years ago a large 
rope fioa^f^ down the river, ceased its course at 
this place, and that one end adhering to the rock, 
and^the other to tlie bank, the rope was changed 
into stone. They also say tjiat the opposite island 
formerly constituted a*part of one situated fifteen 
miles higher up, but was severed fi'oin it by an 
earthquake, and carried down to the place where 
it now rests. The quality wliich the waters of 
the Irrawaddy possess of changing wood into stone, 
of which we afterguards saw iniiumerahlc instances, 
renders the transmutation of the cable by no means 
an impossible circumstance. The Birmans, how¬ 
ever, are deeply tainted with that credulity which 
ignorance is ever disposed to pay to tales of fic¬ 
tion, and to mhaculous events. 

Whether removed by an extraordinary convul¬ 
sion of nature, and by a still more extraordinary 
transportation, or whethor encircled by the river 
Troni the disposition that all Inrge streams flowin|j 



290 EMBAS$Y TO AVA- 

thrdugh a level country liave to (‘liaiige their chan¬ 
nel, would, perhaps, be difiicult to ascertain; but, 
whatever may have been the cause, the island now 
constitutes a princi])al ohj<*ct in one ot the finest 
sylvan scenes I ever beheld. From a t(*mple a- 
bove Looiifrliee, that stands by the river side, on 
a cominandinii; cliff whose suinmit overlmnj^s its 
bast*, the eye is j^ratified by a most delit;httul com¬ 
bination of natural l»eautiea, A hue hlie<*t of water 
three miles in hn^dth, broken by an island more 
than a mile lonjj^, and half a mile wide, covered 
with trees of luxuriant f‘olia«;e; eminences on the 
opj)osile shore, that rise from gently swelling- 
grounds clothed in wood, to brown and rugged 
iiumTitnins, wliith, reccnling in an ol)lique direc¬ 
tion, leave to the view a long and l^vel plain. 
These all ttJgether form a landscape wiiieb I never 
saw equalled, and, perhaps, is not to he excelled. 
How much dull regr<‘t that my draftsmau, though 
skilful in copying hgurf's and making botanical 
thawings, was unacquainieu with laiidst ape paint¬ 
ing and persp(‘ctive, arul tliat not one of ourselves 
j»oss»*ss<*<l any knowledge of that dtilightful art ! 
Had Mr Daniel, in his Oriental Travels, visited 
this j)art of the world, tlie view from Loonghee 
would have stood consjncuous among those faithful 
and excellent represenlatious by which he has lo¬ 
cally introduced India into England, and fami¬ 
liarized the European eye to the ricli scenery of 
the East. 

We continued at this charming place until the 
2d of July, when the cliild of the Maywoon, not¬ 
withstanding the prescriptions of twenty doctors, 
was‘declared out of danger. So long as recovery 
coiitiuued doubtful, 1 sent the Hindoo pundit eveiy 
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morning^ to inquire after his health/This atteiftion 
was taken in good part, and the pundit obtained 
the honour of being introduced into the sick-cham¬ 
ber, where he u’itnessed the most amiable demon¬ 
strations pf parental t^ndeniess. Both the father 
find mother were kneeling by the side of the in- 
fants bed, anxl attemlcd on him themselves day 
and night. The disorder proved to be an inflamma¬ 
tory fever, and their treatment of it was perfectly 
Bim])le. Tea made of wild thyme, and decoctions 
of several vegetable productions, were the only 
medicines administered. The rest was left to Na¬ 
ture, who accomplished her part. They did not, 
hoKvever, neglect to call in the aid of supernatural 
remedies. Incantations were uised and amulets 


applied, the eHicacy of wliich much was attri¬ 
buted. \Vliatever inigTit have been the cause, the 
recovery of the child afforded very gcncn-al satis- 
fiU'Mon. Evi'iy body seemc'd to feel an interest in 
his fates. ^ 

We made stsveral short excursions during our 
continuance at I^onghee. The country to the 
;50uthw5U*d was well cultivated, and the fields in¬ 
closed by strong hedges of thorn. The soil is light 
and sandy, with many loose stones; th(j ground, 
for the most peu’t, U7iev(*n, and lisiiig into gentle 
acclivities. There were several neat villages with¬ 
in the distance of two or three miles. A deep ra¬ 
vine, formed by the inoonsoou rains, extended in¬ 
land from tlie river, the hanks of which were 
covered with stunted trees. Dr Buchanan, iu 


following its course, perceived in the sand the 
fresh tracts of a tiger, and prudently returned. On 


t inquiring, 


I understood that the adjacent tvoods 

•? p • 
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‘ contained many of these destructive heastsj w)io 
freqwmtly at ni{>lit come down tJie bed of tlie 
water-course 'vO quench their thirst at the river. I 
went the next day with the Doctor and an armed 
psu'ty to the place, and plainly traced in the sand 
the footsteps of two tigers, a large and a small 
one. This discovery rendered us oautious of pur¬ 
suing game into the forests. We^ found partridges, 
hares, quails, tuid wood-pigeons, in the open fields; 
but the jungle-fo^’fl, or wild poultiy, kept close in 
the tliiciv cov<*]s, where we lieard the cocks crow, 
but did not ventui'e after them. We suav on the 
islmid, wlii(‘li is a very romantic spot, a few deer, 
and three buftaloos. The former were extrenfely 
wild. We fired at them without success, but 
AA'ere more fortunate in killing a numbei^jf pigeons 
of a hoautiful plumage and excellent to eat. 

The cattle used for tillage and draft in this pai’t 
of the <‘ountjy are remarkably good. They put 
only a pair in the plough, which differs little from 
the [dough of India, and turns up the soil very 
superficially. In their large caits they yoke four, 
aiui often six. Walking out one day, I jnet a 
Avaggon drawn by four stout oxen, going at a hand 
ga11o[), and driven by a country girl standing up 
in her vehicle, who setimed to iminage the reins 
and a long whip with equal case and dexterity. 
This was a novel sight to a pei^ioii accustometl to 
the slow moving machines of India, in which the 
women are almost too timorous to ride, mach 
less to att«mipl to guide. 

The soil in the iieighhourhood of Loonghee is 
very favourahh* for the cultivation of i^itton. We 
saw liiHiiy fields planted with it, in which the 
^hrub \va:3 growing strong and licalthy. In one 
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fitiltl a man was sowing sesamuni. The ligTit dry 
gi'aiiis answer here better than rice, which thrives 
only in low and moist grounds. * 

My Portuguese servant Pauntchoo, whom I had 
despatched along willi a liirmau in quest of fowls 
and kids, was absent for three days; a circum¬ 
stance that gave rise to some uneasiness on his 
account, froin jlio fear of Ids liaving been devoured 
by tigers. He, however, retumcd safe, and m- 
fornicd me that he had been to a town nine leagues 
distant, and in Ida way passed tlirough several 
villages, and a country thickly iidiabited. When 
he bad concluded his bargain, he procured a small 
to carry his purchase to I^oonghee, and could 
not prevail on the owner to accept of any thing 
more tl^ a Cossendytzar silk handkerchief. 411 
the manufactures of India are highly prized by the 
Birmans, althougli many articles are not at all su- 
p<ftior to what they mrdve^ themselv<‘s, Pauntchoo 
also reported, that •there was a well-frequented 
road leafliiig to the city of Tongho, wliich was 
distant fifteen days’ journey, the capital of a rich 
and populous province that befus the same nanie, 
and is governed by one of the king’s sons, wdio 
takes his title from it, being called Tongho Teeki(ui, 
or prince J)f Tongho. lie added, that its inhabit 
tants excelled in the manufacture of cotton cloth, 
and their country produced the best beetle nut in 
tlie empire,—a luxury in wliich Birmans of all ranks 
indulge so freely, that it is become v/itb them al¬ 
most a necessary of life. In. one of Paunicboo’s* 
expeditions across the river, lie met with a village 
inhabited by Kayiis, a race of mountaineer^ per¬ 
fectly distinct from tbe Piuianers, and speaking a 
language difl'ering radically both from theifs and 
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that of tliQ Birmaiis. Thoy were originally inha¬ 
bitants of the Airacaii mountains, whom the Bir¬ 
mans, since tlic*ir conquest of that kingdom, have 
prevailed on, partly by force, and partly by mild 
treatment, to abandon their native hills, and settle 
on the plain. There are several small societies of 
lliese people established near the foot of the moun¬ 
tains farther north. Tl)(; Carianers are not to be 
found higher up than the city of Prome. 

Every tiling was‘now in readiness for us to take 
our next departure, and the first of July was fixed 
upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the 
29th of June we were suiprised by an micxpected 
visit from the Portuguese Shawbunder of Ra&i- 
goon, who has already been mentioned as liaving 
been at Ummerapoora, the capital, at tl^i time of 
our first arrival. He had been ordered down from 
court to meet the deputation, and came with all 
the pomp that his station would allow him to dis¬ 
play. His barge w'as ’ profusely dccomtcd with 
colours, and his boatmen were dressed in unifonn. 
On landing, he first paid his compliments to the 
rJayvvoon, and afterwards waited on me at my 
boat. 

Tlie appeai'ancc of this naturalized Portuguese 
«vas calculated rather to excite laughter than re¬ 
spect. Pie wore a long tunic of old velvet deco¬ 
rated with tarnished gold lace, and on his head a 
broad brimmed hat fiapped, hound also with gold, 
lie spoke the language of Hindostan imperfectly, 
but well enough to make himself understood. Af¬ 
ter an awkward salutation, half in the Birman, half 
in the European manner, he informed me that he 
hai} been sent by an order from the Lotoo, or 
Grand Council, to nn»et the English d(‘putatioi), and 
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to acquaint me tliat iiis Majesty had been pleaded to 
direct, tliat three oflicers of distinguished rank should 
pr oceetl to Pagaliin-mew, a city sevjiii days journey 
helovv Unimerapoora, to wait our arrival, and es¬ 
cort us to tlie capital. TIio king, he observed, 
htid done me the eiftraordinary honour to send a 
royal barge for my personal accommodation, with 
two war-lioats to tow it. This was considered as 
a Haltering muik of his majesty’s good incliiiatioii, 
and we drew ftoni it a favouraye omen. To have 
our barge drawn by war-boats was an honorary 
]>rivilege granted only to persons of the first con¬ 
sequence. It is grounded on the idea, that it is 
ii^consistent with the dignity of a man of high rank 
to he in the same boat with people of such mean 
condilioi^as common watermen. It is a singular 
refiiiemeitt, and funiisiies an additional instance of 
the characteristic pride of the nation. The Sbaw- 
biyider displayed gieat slu’ewdiu'ss in bis conversa¬ 
tion. He asked me several questions respecting the 
pOAvers with which* I was invested ; and as the 
visit might in some diigi’ee be considered as official, 
I in part gratified his cuiiosity, by explaining iu 
general terms tlu* nature of the mission, and the 
capacity in which I expected to be received, with¬ 
out at all disclosing tho specific objects I had iu 
view. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

LEAVE LOONGIIEE—EXTENSIVJi ISLAND-KEEN- 

DOO PllAW-MEEGHEOUNG-YAY, OR CROCODILE 

TOWN-MEEIN-YAir-PAT ANAGOII — MAQ- 

WAY-SPANZIEK-STRONG CURRENT-HILLS 

CLOTHED WITH WOOD-MAYNBU—SHOE-LEE- 

RUA, UR GOLDEN BOAT VILLAGE—GOLD THE 

TYPE OP EXCELLENCE-YAYNANGHEOUM, 6r 

PETROLEUM CREEK-PETRIFIED WOOD-BAR¬ 
REN COUNTRY-PENGKIOUM-SEMBfVgIIEWM 

-SILLAIIMEW-MANUFACTORY OP SILK- 

CROTOLARIA JUNCEA-MOUNTAIN OF PGUP A- 

SEENGHOO-BULLOCK SLAIN BY A TIGER- 

YOOS, AN UGLY RACE—'^TEMPLE OF LOGAU- 

NUNDAH-CITY OF PAGAHM—NEOUNDAIl — 

BIRMAN DEPUTIES— MUSIC—DANCING—^BEAU- 
TIFUL MANUFACTORY OF LACKERED WARE- 
TEMPLE OF SIIOEZEEGOON-DESTRUCTIVE CON¬ 
FLAGRATION—NUMEROUS RELIGIOUS BUILD¬ 
INGS—-GIGANTIC FIGURE OF THE DIVINITY 

IN A RECUMBENT POSTURE-ANOTHER IMAGE 

ERECT-OLD MILLS. 

'I'he Slinwbiinder left Looiigheo on the first of 
jjuly, to announce our appproach to the Birman 
officers, who were already arrived at Pagahm. We 
postponed our departure until the following day, 
and at seven in the moiTiing quitted this pleasing 
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and nu*a] place. In our journey wc passed many 
towns an(l villages. Sometimes we went swiftly 
through the water, at others we •were stationary, 
and even lost ground, as the wind frequently sub¬ 
sided, and the streaia was very rapid. The range 
of AiTacan mountains appeared to recede west¬ 
ward ; and about three o’clock we came to a large 
island formed by separate arms of the river. There 
Avas a pyramidical temple on it, called Keendoo 
Praw, and several smaller oftes raised on a high 
teiTUce. I estimated the extent of the island to 
he two miles. At the upper end we crossed tlie 
river, and stopped a mile above Meeghcoung-yay, 
At psust seven in the evening. 

Meegheoung-yay, or Crocodile Town, is a place 
of mucl| trade and importance. There were not 
less than 100 lai'ge boats, and several smaller ones, 
lying at difFerent stairs, wliich, my people said, 
Ailsre taking on hoard rice, onions, garlic, and oil, 
for the consumptioil} of the capital. It stands on 
a very high bank, and has fewer religious build¬ 
ings than any town we had seen of equal magni¬ 
tude. Dr Buchanan went on shore at daybreak, 
and observed in bis walk some neat farms, each 
of them containing four or five cottages, better 
built than houses in towns usually are. They were 
fenced round with wide inclosures to receive the 
cattle, of which there was great abundance. The 
fields were divided by thorn hedges. The low 
grounds prepared for rice, and the higher planted 
with leguminous shrubs, or left for pasture. 

Early on the 3d, we passed Meeinyah. Be¬ 
tween that and Fatanagoh, on the eastern shore, 
there was a sloping bank planted with indigo, 
which was then ripe, and the villagers were cutting 
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it. Sfelloon, on the west side, seemed rich in tem¬ 
ples, but the town was no way distinguished. Pa- 
tanagoh had or^y one temple, w'hicli was splendid¬ 
ly gilded. It is a long straggling village, and every 
house had a comfortable g§,rden, enclofi<*d by a 
bamboo railing, with orchards of palmyra, plantain, 
and mango trees. Here, likewise, were many 
boats of burthen waiting to receive a cargo. Nu¬ 
merous villages were scattered along the banks, 
which, as the wmd*blcw strong, and we wci’c ob¬ 
liged to keep in the middle of the river, there 
was no opportunity of examining. This day we 
passed some sandy islands, and brought to early 
in the evening, on the eastern side, between t^c 
towns of Magway and Spaiiziek. I took a walk 
before tea, and could discover little cultiyation in 
the vicinity of the river. ^ The land was stony, 
and covered with low thorn trees, in which we 
saw jungle-fowl and other game. Herds of young 
cattle were gi’azing among^ the thickets. We 
crossed some cartroads, and met several pea¬ 
sants. 

At daybreak next morning we set sail with a 
fair and steady wind, by the force of wliicli the 
fleet stemmed a strong cuiTent. Low woody hills 
skirted the river, particularly on the eastern side. 
On the summits of some of these hills templets 
were raised ; and one on the western bank, called' 
Maynbu, appeared to be considerable. The rivei*, 
except where it was inteiTupted by islands, coula 
^ not be less than two miles across. We passed a 
village named Shoe-Lee-Rua, or Goldenboat Vil¬ 
lage, from its being inhabited by watermen in tlio 
sei'vice of the king, whose boats, as well as eveiy, 
things else belonging to the sovereign, have always 
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the addition of shoe, or golden, annexed to them, 
Even his majesty's person is never mentioned but 
in conjunction with this precious {nctal. When 
a subject means to affirm that the king has heard 
any thii^, he says, ‘ It has reached the golden 
ears. * He who has obtained admission to the 
royal presence, has been at the golden feet. The 
perfume of olta of roses, a nobleman observed 
one day, ‘ was •an odour grateful to the golden 
nose.' Gold, among the Birmans, is the type of 
excellence. Although highly valuable, however, 
it is not used for coin in the couiitr);^ It is em¬ 
ployed sometimes in omaments for the women, 
a^d in utensils and ear-rings for the men; but the 
greatest quantity is expended in gilding their tem¬ 
ples, on ^hich vast sums are continually lavished. 
Tite Birnfans present The substance to their gods, 
and ascribe its qualities to their king. 

\ After passing vai-ious sands and villages, we got 
to Yaynangheoum, or Eailhoil (Petroleum) Creek, 
about' two hours pfist noon. The country now 
displayed an aspect differing from any we had yet 
seen. The surface was broken into small sepai'ate 
hills, entirely barren, and destitute of vegetation, 
except some stunted bushes that grew on the de¬ 
clivities, and in the dells, and a few unhealthy trees 
immediately in the neighbourhood of the villages. 
The clay was discoloured, and had the appearance 
of red ochre. We wore informed, that the cele¬ 
brated wells of Petroleum, which supply the whole 
eqipire, and many parts of India, with that useful 
product, were five miles to the east of this ])lace. 
The Seiee brought me a piece of stone, which he 
, assured me was petrified wood, and which eftrtaia- 
VOL. I. 2 c 
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ly liad mnch t)ic appearance of it. lu wdking 
about, 1 picked up aeveral lumps of the same, in 
which the grem of the wood was plainly diacemi- 
hle. It was hard, siliceous, and seemed composed 
of diflerent lamina. The Birmans said it was the 
nature of the soil that caused this transmutation; 
and added, that the petrifying quality of the earth 
at this place was such, that leaves of trees shaken 
off by the wind were not unfrequently changed in¬ 
to stone before they could bo decayed by time. 
The face of the country was altered, and the hanks 
of the river pvere totally baixen. The ground was 
superficially covered with quartz-gravel, and con¬ 
creted masses of the same material were thickly 
scattered. The mouth of the creek was crowded 
with largo boats, waiting to receive lading of 
oil; and immense pyramids of earthen jars Were 
raised within and round the village, disposed in 
the same manner as shot and shells are piled in an 
arsenal. This place is inhabited only by Potters, 
who carry on an extensive manufactory, and find full 
employment. The smell of the oil was extremely of¬ 
fensive. We saw several thousand jars filled with 
it ranged along the hank. Some of these were 
continually breaking, and the contents, mingling 
with the sand, formed a very filthy consistence. 
Mr Wood had the curiosity to walk to the wells; 
but, though I felt the same desire, I thought it 
prudent to postpone visiting them until my return, 
when 1 was likely to have more leisure, and to be 
less the object of observation. 

. At seven in the morning, on the 5th of July, 
we left the neighbourhood of Emthoil Wells. Af¬ 
ter passing Pengkiouin, where a small river unites 
with ^the Irrawaddy, the face of the country re- 
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9ifflteid Ut verdant appearance, and the trees 
Bp with their usual vigour. The bed of the river, 
from bank to bank, was very wide. We judged 
it to be four miles ; but the stream, %eiug divided 
into diiierent channels, formed low' intermediate 
islands of sand, which ^e covered when the waters 
attain their utmost height. On the h'ft we saw 
the town of Sembewghewn, whence there is a road 
that leads througli the western hills into Arracau, 
which is accounted much the J^Bast difficult pas¬ 
sage. This is the place to which all Bengal arti¬ 
cles of merchandise imported by way of Arracan 
are brought, and are here embarked on the Irra- 
w^dy. Shortly after we saw a large town on the 
eastern side, with several neat temples. It was 
called Palj^g-yay. Lofty palmyra, the tamarind, 
and banysCU trees, spread a pleasant shade around 
it. Here also were some heavy trading boats. 
Th(j western shore seemed rich and level. We 
brought to about six in the afternoon, a little be¬ 
low Sillahinew, a la^e town remarkable for its 
manufactories of silk. '^Tlie fleet had not long been 
moored, when tlie retail merchants flocked down to 
the water side to dispose of their wares. They 
carried in lackered boxes pieces of silken cloth, 
and of silk and cotton mixed, which they offered 
for sale at what I considered a very high price. I 
was asked fifteen tackal, about 2/. Sterling, for a 
piece of moderate fineness, five yards long, and 
bai'oly one yard wide. They were mostly woven 
ir^attems adapted to the Binriari dress. The 
silK of which these goods arc made comes from 
Yunan, the south-west province of China. It is 
brought from Ummerapoora to this place in^ raw 
state, and is returned in Uie web. The coloBca 
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and beautiful, but do not appepr to be 
durable. The texture is close and strong, and it 
wears, as 1 was informed, much longer than any 
China or Iridiati manufacture. 

Sillah-inew is ahaiulsuinc town, shaded by wide 
spreading trees, and embellished with several tem¬ 
ples. A smooth bank sloping to the river, and 
clothed witli the finest verdure, adds much to its 
beauty, ft’he soil in general is but poor. Some 
fields were regulaj’ly fenced, and cattle in large 
herds were gi'azing in the neighbourhood. Dp 
Bucliaiian informed me that he saw the crotolaria 
juncea gi’owiiig spontaneously, wliich would yield 
good hemp or flax. 

Oil the sixth of July we made but little way. 
The cuiTcnt was violent, and the wind-not strong 
enough to enable us to stefii it. We 'W^ere oblig¬ 
ed to have rccoui’se to poles, and were pushed for- 
wai’d with excessive labour by the boatmen. la 
one place, where an island coiitrai’.ted the stream, 
we sent out an anchor a-hi^ad in a small cutter, 
and hauled on it by a hawser. The Arracan 
mountains ajijiearcd to the west, and a conspicu¬ 
ous hill, lofty, and of a conical form, called Poupa, 
was ill sight to the eastward. A few villages, and 
many temples, skii*tcd the banks. In the after¬ 
noon, th(i fle<;t made fast to the eastern shore. 
There was neitlier town nor village nigh. It was 
about fom* miles below Seenghoo, and though we 
saw little cultivation, there were several herds of 
cattle. Dr Buchanan, whose ardoui* for botaiufial 
researclies often made me appreliensive forTiis 
safety, in wandering through the thickets in quest 
of phtnts, heard the report of a musket at a dis- ^ 
tance. On liis approach to the spot, he found 
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some peasants about to skin a bullock that ha(f just 
been lulled by a tiger. The shot had caused the 
animal to abandon his prey, and in its retreat it 
most fortunately took another way from that which 
the Doetpr came. This was not the only time 
that his thirst after knowledge, and reliance upon 
his gun, led him into danger. A musket is a very 
precarious defence against the sudden assault of 
the most ferociotis and terrible of all animals. 

Whilst we were at tea, the ^eree informed us, 
that tether on there is a small river which enters 
the In-awaddy, at a place called Yoo-wa, and that 
two days journey up this river is a large town cal¬ 
led Yoo-miou. He observed also, that an exten¬ 
sive tract of country is inliabited by a pcojde cal¬ 
led Yoo, nrhom he represented as exceedingly ugly, 
having protuberant bellies and white-teeth. The 
Birmans, it is to be observed, both men and wo¬ 
men, colour their teeth, their tjyeliislies, iin<i the 
edges of their eyelids, with black. * The Yoos 
are subjects of the Birman state, and observe the 
same religious worehip. They si)cak the language 
of Tavny, which is nothing more than a provincial,, 
dialect of the Birman tongue. 

We left our nightly station at the customaay 
hour, and favoured by a fair breeze, sailetl tlirougli 
a country diversified by smaU barren bills, on wliich 
there was little vegetati m, and by green fertile 
valleys, cidtivated, and laid out in farms. The 

fit' This custom is not confined to the Birmans, pnrtlcu-,, 
Jarly the operation of colouring the eyelashes. The wo- " 
men of Hindostan and Persia commonly practise it. They 
deem it beneficial, as well as becoming. The collyriurn 
• they use is called Surma, the Persian name of antimony. 

2c 2 . 
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petnfactions, like those we found at Yaynangheotun, 
were frequent here. Indigo was growing in one 
of the valleys^ About twelve o’clock we came to 
a roi'ky point that projected far into the river, 
round which the current S€Sl; with such .excessive 
rapidity, that our boats were a long time in getting 
past, ami did not i>t length effect it without diffi¬ 
culty and some danger. The Maywoon obligingly 
sent liis war-boats to oui* assisfance. After we 
had surmounted this impediment, we canje to a 
gi-een level bank, where there was a wide range of. 
pasturage, and many cattle feeding. Seenghoo is 
a large to^vn. In its neighbourhood, and for a 
great distance along the eastern bank, small titn- 
ples were built close to the river. We did not 
make much way in this day’s jornuey^ although 
our labour was great. In tlie evening we brought 
to near Keahoh, a poor vilhige, where the inhabi¬ 
tants get their livcliliood by extracting molafises 
from the palmyra tree,' of ujiich they make toler¬ 
ably good sugar. 

Although the soil near the river is in most 
^ places unproductive and barren, yet, as we ad¬ 
vanced nothwaj'ds on the folloAviiig day, popula¬ 
tion increased. Every little hill and rising ground 
was crowned with a temple. That of Logali-nunda 
is distinguished for its superior size. It is a clum¬ 
sy inelegant mass of building, elevated on a semi¬ 
circular teiTucc; the base is painted with different, 
coloum, and the cupola is richly gilded. 

, Leaving the temple of Logah-nundah, we ap¬ 
proached the once magnificent city of Pagahm. 
We could see little more from tlie river than a 
few sff'aggliiig houses, which bore the appeai-ance 
of* baying once been a connected sti'cet. In fact, 
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Bcarcely any thin^ remains of ancient Pagahm, ex¬ 
cept its numerous mouldering temples,^and the 
vestiges of an old brick fort, the ramparts of which 
are still to be traced. The town of Neouiidab, 
about four miles to«tlie north, which may be call¬ 
ed a continuation of Pagalim, has flourished in pro¬ 
portion as the latter has decayed. We pjissed a 
small river named, in the days of splendour, Shoe- 
kiaung, or the* Golden Stream. Here we spent a 
night, rendered unpleasant by the stormy weather. 

Wo reached Neouiidah early on the 9 th of July. 
At this place the deputation from the capital, of 
which I had been apprised by the Shawbunder, 
«vas waiting niy arrival. Tlio Seree informed me, 
that a temporaiy house, which I saw on a clear 
piece of ground about 100 yai'ds fi*om the brink, 
had been erected as a compliment to me ; it tvas 
much lai’ger than that wliich the Maywooii had 
prepared at Meeaday. Eai'ly in the afternoon I 
left my boat, and w^ rechived at the house by the 
Birman oflicors with every formal testimony of 
res])ect. On a part of the floor elevated a few 
inches, a carpet was spread, on which I took my 
seat. The principal pei*son of the deputation was 
a Woondock, or junior counsellor of state; the 
othera were the governor of a district called Mieng- 
dong, north of Ava, the governor of Pein-keing 
bordering on Cliina, and the commandant of the 
Siamese guards. The Woondock was a lively man, 
about forty-five years old; tlie rest appeared of 
more advanced age, not less than sixty-five 04* 
seventy. They all wore the tzaloe, or chain of no¬ 
bility. The Woondock, though from his station 
Wte had precedence of tlie rest, yet was iiot*of such 
high rauk as the two governors. The utihost do- 
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corum teas preserved at tKis meeting, Uie Woon- 
dock spoke iu the name of the others, and Baba- 
Sheen interpreted in the language of Hindostan. 
After pompously expatiating upon the honour 
wliich his Birman majesty bad been pleased to 
confer on me, by sending a deputation to welcome 
me, and a barge with war-boats to tow it, he ask¬ 
ed some trivial questions, and offered his seiTices 
to procure whatever we stood in need of. Hav¬ 
ing (liscoui’scd for a^short time, a band of music 
and a company of dancing ^rls were introduced ; 
diTinis, gongs, the Indian syi'inda, or guitar, the 
Birman harp and fiddle, \(dth loud and harsh cla¬ 
rionets, almost deafened us with their noise. Among 
the dancers, one girl much excelled her compa¬ 
nions in symmetry of form and elegance of move¬ 
ment. She was richly dressed ; and in showing the 
modes of dancing practised in different countries, 
displayed a fine person to great advantage. The 
planner of Cassay is most consonant to the Eng¬ 
lish taste, in which the time varies suddenly from 
quick to sloAV. The, entertainment, however, 
seemed entirely lost upon tlie elders, who sat in 
solemn insensibility, chewing tlieir beetle nut, and 
regarding mth profound gravity the voluptuous at¬ 
titudes of a very beautiful woman. The amuse¬ 
ment did not end till past nine o’clock. I directed 
a few pieces of silver to be distributed among the 
musicians and dancers. The Birman officers re¬ 
tired without ceremony, and we passed the night 
on board our respective boats. 

The next morning I was again visited in form, 
with the additional honour of the company of tlm 
Maywoon at Pegue, a compliment wliich, eithv 
from p^de or policy, he had never before conde- 
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scended to pay. The Woondock, however? was 
here his superior. We conversed for an hour on. 
indifferent subjects, and the Majiwoon informed 
his friends t)mt Dr Buchnnan was a botanist, and 
had made several drawings of plants. On a wish 
being expressed to see them, the Doctor obliging¬ 
ly gratified tlicir curiosity with a sight of some 
that had been tsxecuted by the Bengal painter, un¬ 
der his own inspection. These were instantly re¬ 
cognised by the Birmans, who mentioned the 
names of the originals. They arc themselves fond 
of vegetable jiroductions, which they use very ge¬ 
nerally in medicine. About eleven o^clock the as- 
(^mbly broke up, and it was settled that we should 
pursue our journey on the following day. 

The xeinainiug time was spent in viewing ap 
much of this once fiolirishing city as the shortness 
of our stay would admit. On entering the town, 
w^ came into a long, narrow, winding street, about 
thirty feet wide ; the houses were built of bamboo,^ 
and raised from the ground. This street was full 
of shops, containing no other ai'tidcs than lackered 
ware. Boxes, trays, cups, &c. varaished in a very 
neat manner, were displayed in the front of the 
shops. They were of various colours. Some had 
figures painted on them, others wreaths of flowem. 
Leaving this street, we crossed a water-course on. 
a good wooden bridge, and came to the bazar, or 
provision mai'ket. The green stalls seemed to be 
well provided with rice, pulse, greens, garlic, 
onions, and finit. There were also fresh fish, 
gnapee, and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans 
account a delicacy ; but there was not any meat. 
In our progi'ess, we passed over another 4 )ridge, 
and saw several streets running in paiallel Mes, 
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Somd of these were inhabited by carriers, whose 
cattle wore feeding on rice straw round their 
houses. Having reached the extremity of tlio 
town in this direction, we came upon a well paved 
road, that led to the great temple named Shoe- 
zeegoon, to which we proceeded. On each side 
of tlie load there was a range of small temples, 
neglected and in ruins. The kiounis, or monas¬ 
teries, were in good repaii*, anchwe saw some 
handsome housob fov the accommodation of sti ang¬ 
ers. Shoezeegoon is neither so large nor so well 
built as the temples at Rangoon or Pegne; the 
height does not exceed 150 feet. It is sur- 
lounded hy a spacious area paved with broad flag«, 
on whicli theie are a number of lesser buildings, 
profusely gilded, and lalioiiously carved. A stair¬ 
case on tlie outside leads up to a gallery, about a 
thinl of the height of the principal temple, whence 
we had an extensive prospect of the country, whi<*h 
^appeared to he exceedingly unproductive and bar- 
mu The ruins of innumeiable religious buildings 
' were to be seen in every direction, which cover a 
space of ground not less than six or bcven miles 
along the river, and three miles inland. Pagahm 
is said to have been the residence of forty-five suc¬ 
cessive monarchs, and was abandoned 500 years 
ago in consequence of a divine admonition. \Vhat^ 
ever may be its true history, it certainly was onco 
a place of no ordinary splendour, lletuming by 
a different way, we walked through an alley oc- 
^cupied by blacksmiths bhops, fumibhed with bill* 
iiooks, Hpike-nails, adzes, &c. A little farther on 
we saw the niins of a btieet that had been con- 
bumcd*by fire only two days before. From se* 
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Tentf to oighty houses were destroyed by the? con¬ 
flagration. It was the Tackally, and the sufiei*- 
ers were the already wretched, the^ miserable pub¬ 
lic prostitutes. 

In the afternoon 1 directed my walk southward, 
and was much sui'prised at the number of religious 
edifices I beheld. They differ in structure from 
those wliich we had seen in the lower provinces. 
Instead of a sU’sider spire rising to a great height 
from an expanded base, the temples of Pagalim, 
in general, carry up a heavy breadth to very 
near the top, and then come abruptly to a point, 
which gives a clumsy appearance to the buildings, 
jy any of the most ancient temples at this place are 
not solid at the bottom. A well arched dome 
hupports^a ponderous superstructure. Within, ai. 
image df Gaudma sits etishiincd. Four Gothic 
doorways open into the dome. In one of these 
I « 3 gw a hmnan figure standing ei'ect, which the Se- 
ree * told me was Gaudma; and another of the 
tame personage, lyftig on his right side asleep,* 
both of gigantic stature. The divinity, however, 
is rarely to he found in these attitudes. The pos¬ 
ture in which he is generally depictured, is sitting 
cross-legged on a pedestal, adorned with represen¬ 
tations of the leaf of the sacred lotus carved upon 
the base; the left hand of the image rests upon 
his lap, and the right is pendant. Passing througli 
the suburbs, we came to a part where the inhabi¬ 
tants were employed in expressing oil from the 
sesamum seed. Tlie grain is put into a deep 

* I suspect the authenticity of my information on tins 
point, which, 1 imagine, proceeded from ignorance in the 
Scree. Of thes^e figures, whicii he called Gaudma, I con¬ 
ceive the one erect to be the Hindoo Anond^ tlie other 
I^i-rd-y4n, sleeping tm the waters. » 
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W 06 <len trough, in whicli it is pressed by an up¬ 
right timber fixed in a fiame ; the force is inoreas- 
e(i by a long, lever, on the evremity of which a 
man sits and guides a hiilloik that ino\es in a cir- 
<’le, thus tinning and piessin" the seed at the ^^ame 
time. The machine was simple, and answeied the 
purpose efiectiially. There weie not less than 200 
of those nulls within naiiow <ompuss. From 
the eiicnnnstanre otthe cattle being in good Older, 
we concluded that J,hey weie fed on the seed after 
the oil was exti.icted. Hhe land about Pagaliiii 
hcjutely yields buflicient vegetation tcj iiouiisli 
goats. 
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